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Ties That Bind
and Unbind:
Exploring Our
Relationship
with God
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JPS Translation of Jeremiah 3:1

... saying: If a man put away his wife, and she go from him, and become another
man's, may he return unto her again? Will not that land be greatly polluted? But
thou hast played the harlot with many lovers; and wouldest thou yet return to Me?
saith the LORD.
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9) Rav Soloveitchik — Family Redeemed

Marriage, notwithstanding its covenantal character, is not
an institution of absolute worth. There is an objective bond, yet
it is confined to kerygmatic Eve and Adam who can standardize
and objectify their experiences. It does not reach into the very
core of the personality, which remains a mysterium, a subjective
experience inexpressible and outside of all media of external-
ization and objectification. Only social Adam and Eve are wed-

ded; lonely Adam and Eve have never joined this community.
Therefore, marriage is changeable because it does not embrace
the whole of man. Only a part of him is engaged in this institu-
tion, and that is why disengagement is permissible. Numinous
man terminates the social commitment of kerygmatic man. If
the vow of fidelity did embrace all phases of the existential
drama, then marriage would be absolute and hence indissolu-
ble. As a matter of fact, the metaphysical betrothal of the charis-
matic community to God, “I will betroth you unto Me with faith-
fulness,” can never be broken or ended. The prophet himself
ordinary marriage which may end in divorce? Why is the wed-
lock between God and Israel eternal and can never shake off the
trammels of the Divine law? Because the union of man and God
is all-embracing, it penetrates every phase of existential adven-
ture. Numinous, lonely man weds himself to the Numinous
Lonely God and communion is established — not only between
an objectified externalized I and a Thou. A lonesome existence
gives itself, unites itself with its lover; there is fusion of a finite
life with infinity, and this union or fusion is not limited to a sur-
face experience but involves everything in man, excluding noth-
ing. God and man are united undividedly and hence eternally.
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