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| Macc. 2:23-27 (Anchor Bible trans.)
When he had finished uttering these words, a Jewish man came forward in the sight of all
to offer sacrifice upon the altar in Modein in accordance with the king' s decree. When
Mattathias saw this, he wasfilled with zeal and trembled with rage and let his anger rise,
as was fitting; he ran and slew him upon the altar...He acted zealously for the sake of the
Torah, as Phineas acted against Zimri the son of Salom. Mattathias cried out throughout
the town in aloud voice, “All who are zealous for the sake of the Torah, who uphold the
covenant, march out after me!”

| Macc. 2:49-50, 54 (Anchor Bible trans.)
When the time drew near for Mattathias to die, he said to his sons, “...my children, be
zealous for the Torah, and be ready to give your lives for the covenant of our
fathers...Phineas, our ancestor, through his act of zeal received a pact of priesthood for
al time.”

Jerusalem Talmud Sanhedrin 9:7 (27b)
Pinehas did not act in accordance with the Sages. R. Judah b. Pazi said: the Sages wanted
to excommunicate him, were it not for the divine spirit that jumped in and said that he

and his descendants shall have an eternal covenant of priesthood.
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Mishnah Avot 1:12
Hillel used to say: Be of the disciples of Aaron, loving peace and pursuing peace, loving
people and bringing them near to the Torah.
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Zechariah 4:2, 6
He said to me, “What do you see?” And | answered, “| see alampstand all of gold, with
abowl aboveit...®Then he explained to me as follows: “Thisis the word of the Lord to
Zerubbabel: Not by might, nor by power, but by My spirit—said the Lord of Hosts.
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6. Avodah Zarah 8a
Said R. Hanan b. Raba: KALENDA is kept on the eight days following the [winter]
equinox. SATURNALIA on the eight days preceding the equinox...Our Rabbis taught:
When Adam the First saw the day getting gradually shorter, he said, Woe is me, perhaps
because | have sinned, the world around me is being darkened and returning to its state of
chaos and confusion; this then isthe kind of death to which | have been sentenced from
Heaven! So he began keeping an eight days' fast. But as he observed the winter equinox
and noted the day getting increasingly longer, he said, Thisisthe world's course, and he
set forth to keep an eight days' festivity. In the following year he appointed both as
festivals. Now, he fixed them for the sake of Heaven, but the [heathens] appointed them
for the sake of idolatry.
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7.  Mishnah Bikkurim 1:6
From Shavuot till Sukkot one may bring [Bikkurim] and make the recital; from Sukkot
till Hanukkah, one may bring, but does not make the recital. R. Judah b. Bathyra says:
one may bring and also make the recital.
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8. | Macc. 1:54, 59 (Anchor Bible trans.)
On the fifteenth day of Kislev...the king had an abomination of desolation built upon the
atar...as on the twenty-fifth day of the month they would offer sacrifices on the illicit
altar which was upon the temple altar.

9. 1 Macc. 4:52-54 (Anchor Bible trans.)
They rose early on the morning of the twenty-fifth day of the ninth month (that is, the
month of Kislev)...and they brought a sacrifice according to the Torah upon the new altar
of burnt offerings which they had built. At the very time of year and on the very day on
which the gentiles had profaned the altar...
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10. 1l Macc.10:5-8 (Anchor Bible trans.)
On the very same date on which the temple was profaned by foreigners occurred the
purification of the temple, on the twenty-fifth of the ninth month (that is, Kislev).
Joyfully they held an eight-day celebration, after the pattern of Tabernacles, remembering
how a short time before they spent the festival of Tabernacles like wild beasts, in the
mountains and in the caves. Therefore, holding wreathed wands, and branches bearing
ripe fruit, and palm fronds, they offered songs of praise to Him Who had victoriously
brought about the purification of His Place. By vote of the commonwealth they decreed a
rule for the entire nation of the Jews to observe these days annually.

11. Megillah 14a
Only the prophecy which contained alesson for future generations was written down, and
that which did not contain such alesson was not written.
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12. Mishnah Sanhedrin 10:1
All Israel have aportion in the World to Come, for it iswritten, your people are all
righteous; they shall inherit the land forever, the branch of my planting, the work of my
hands, that | may be glorified. But the following have no portion therein: he who
maintains that resurrection is not abiblical doctrine, the Torah was not divinely revealed,
and an Epikoros. R. Akiba added: one who reads uncanonical books.

N: Y )TN0 MWD
I8 NINIWI ODIYD DIPITY OND THY (O PYY) NIV XAN DYDY PON DNY ¥ IRIW D
PN INNN )2 OXNNN NMONN PR ININD XN ODWD PHN DND PRY TN ININND YT YWYN YY1
L. DMNN D902 NNPN G 1IN NDPY 227 DNPYON) DMIVN 2 NN

13.  Jerusalem Talmud Sanhedrin 10:1 (284)
R. Akiba added: one who reads uncanonica books, such as the books of Ben Siraand the
books of Ben La aga. But he who reads the books of Homer and all other books that were
written from then on, is considered like one who is reading a secular document.
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14.  Sanhedrin 100b
R. Akiba added: one who reads uncanonical books: A Tannataught: this means the books
of the heretics. R. Joseph said, it is aso forbidden to read the book of Ben Sira.
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15. Il Macc. 2:1-8 (Anchor Bibletrans.)
In our documents we find that it was Jeremiah the prophet...on receiving adivine
revelation, ordered that the tabernacle and the ark should go with him. It went on to
say that Jeremiah went out to the mountain which M oses ascended to see the heritage
promised by God. There, Jeremiah found a save chamber and brought into it the
tabernacle and the ark and the incense atar and blocked up the entrance. Some of
those who had come along went back to mark the path, but they could not find it.
When Jeremiah found out, he rebuked them, saying, “The place will remain unknown
until God gathers His people together in the Age of Mercy. At that time the Lord will
bring these thingsto light again, and the glory of the Lord and the cloud will be seen,
asthey were over Moses and as Solomon, too, requested, in order that the Place should
be greatly sanctified.”
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