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Kuennetl) Inruel Guugreguation

RABBI'G ortidk: voave ColuMBIA AveE,

- May 24th 23.) ¢4
RagB! LEO JUNG CLEVELAND, 0., ) 1oz

Dear Mrs, Kc'sninnbarn,',.

You have omjttad to reply to my letter of s
fow waeks ago and now part of what I have written has 1lost
asotual fmport.

Today I come with a bakkosha,

At the Yttzahok Rlohanon Yeshivah studies s young child, the
8aon of a Ulevelnnd Talmid Clischam.The Father is personally
known to me as a very fine Yehud{,very poor.‘l_ﬂgg_gerqxtgndh

Lhal the boy vary oftnnwpt_nrydgg and that hs has nobody to

care for him .Would you be good enough to do that.If you

or onn of your frisnds oould {nvite the bay for all Shabbosg

meals and snke him fesl at homs, you would be performing a

very groat Mitzvah.lat me add that the boy is somewhat proud
—-e.f. he did not {nform hin Father of him frequent inability to
buy‘a meal, the latter ludlreotly heard about ft--and that tn

case it is not yourself that will mother him, it will need some

gentle taot eto.

#111 you please make ap exception and answasr this letter.]
should very Rreatly apprecials that,

The boy's neme 1g T ot Cleveland, -
/
With all good wishg, and 64/\)’2 Z 7 "//

7}2{ Kyevs  Le, ) 4“,,)"1(,1 Very sinoersly, fdurs
- Y
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.“ ONLY COLLEGE OF LIBERAL ARTS

" YESHIVA CARRY ouT

FLORIDIAN HOTEL LIIALILEACH FLO=.

tFROL! A SICK BED | TURN TO YOU AND DEVOTEL FRIENDS OF YESHIVA -
“WESSRS COLDING LEVY AND OTHERS IN PRESENT YESHIVA ELERGENCY
STOP URGENT TQ SAVE HOWE OF YESHIVA [ONOR AND FUTURE OF TORAH
© JENRY EVERYSHERE INVOLVED FLEASE CONSULT ALSO TRUE FRIENDS
(OF TORAH AND ALL LEARKING BENEFACTORS OF YESHIVA MR FABIAN
'STOP YOUR ACTIVE INTEREST WILL INSPIRE OTHERS HERE TO |
'DETERMINE EFFORTS TO IIELP SAVE LIGHTIIOUSE OF TORAH AND OUR

WHOSE HIGlt SCHOLAST |C STANCARDS

(AND GREATER PROMISE ARE WELL KNOVN TO YOU THOSE WHO HELP

HIVA ITS HISTORIC DESTINY WILL BE CALLED DLESSED
IMOCHER= ‘

BY THIS AND FUTURE GENERAT IONS HASHER
"B RLVEL‘,
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THE RABBI ISAAC ELCHANAN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
AND

YESHIVA CoLL
AMSTERDAM AND 186TH STREET

NEW York

. 11
TELZPHONE WADSWORTH 7 { 81 1
[-1 5]

B0

Juwe 10, 1940

Rabbi Dr. Leo Jung
131 West 88th s8¢,
New sork, N v

Mo A-0ST?

Dear Dr. Jung: ]/
The mortgage situation of tne leshiva remains very critical
and 1t 1s important that our board of directors !mow of it.
It 1s ewen more important tuat tney snould by uneir counsel
and advice help tne Institution solve 1ts proizlem.

A neeting of tne board of directors will, tnerefore, be held

on fuesday evening, June 18tn at tne Jewish Center, 1.’51 ‘last
86th St at 8:30 PM,

I cannot empnasize too much tne importunce of attending this

meating. I only lmow this--taat if ¥ou have tne welfares of

tne institution at heart, you will not let any otiner engage-
ment interferes witn youi' attendancs,

I shall look forward eagerly to meet you on the 18th.

74,

sl/ds

Very sincerely yours,

o P

Samuel Levy
Cusirman pro-tem
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What Ancient Texts Can Teach
Us About Technological Change

By Alan Jacobs

A study session with some Orthodox rabbis results in a few surprising insights about technology --
and how to be a better thinker in general

Near the end of the conference, Rabbi Jacob Schacter of Yeshiva University -- who had taught many of
the men in the room and was affectionately called "Rebbe" - led a session offering some Jewish
reflections on the age of the internet. Though the men gathered for this conference were modern
Orthodox, not the Haredim whom the media usually call "ultra-Orthodox," I immediately thought of
the recent ultra-Orthodox rally in New York that focused on the dangers of the Internet. But Rabbi
Schacter pursued these issues in a surprising and, to me, enlightening way.

Professor Fishbane and I had prepared some brief handouts to guide the participants in our sessions,
but Rabbi Schacter had a rather more ambitious plan. After recommending Clay Shirky's recent books
Here Comes Everybody and Cognitive Surplus -- he was speaking my language then — he plopped
before each of us a three-ring binder filled with photocopies of passages from a wide variety of
rabbinical texts, most of them dealing with the proper preparation of a divorce decree, known as a get.
(Anyone who has seen the movie A Serious Man will be familiar with the complexities of the get.)

This seemed a strange way to proceed, but I soon saw the sense of it, because traditionally a get had to
be written by a sofer (scribe) according to a very strict protocol -- and with the rise of the printing press
in the sixteenth century, debates ensued among rabbis about whether a printed get could ever be
legitimate. This led in turn to a fascinatingly complex debate, chiefly focused on the Taz, a name that
refers both to a book (the Turel Zahav) and its author (David HaLevi Segal, a seventeenth-century
Polish rabbi). The Taz is itself a commentary on the Shulchan Aruch, written a century earlier in Safed
by Rabbi Yosef Karo.

Rabbi Schacter took us on a virtuosic whirlwind tour of these texts, demonstrating that Karo, the Taz,
and their successors became consumed by the question of what we might call the conditions of
technological possibility. Why was there no printing press in the time of the Patriarchs, or of the sages
of the Mishnah? Were these not great and wise men -- men who talked with God! — who could have
invented the printing press had they thought it appropriate to do so, or had God so instructed them?
And was not their failure to do so an indication that the printing press is to be shunned? Some thought
so, but others replied, no, not at all: The fact that these men were great sages who knew God did not
mean that they could overleap the state of their own age. Technology develops incrementally in any
given culture, and even the wisest men of God have no power to escape those conditions. Technological
\ history and sacred history connect, and sometimes overlap, but are essentially distinct.
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