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It is forbidden for us to tell a gentile to perform work on the Sabbath on our behalf, although they
are not commanded [to observe] the Sabbath. [This applies] even when the instructions were
conveyed to them before the Sabbath and we do not require [the products of] their work until
after the Sabbath. The above is forbidden as a Rabbinical prohibition to prevent the people from
regarding the Sabbath lightly, lest they perform [forbidden] labor themselves. (Moznaim Publishing Co., 1998)
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Amemar permitted the eye to be painted [medically] by a heathen on a Sabbath. Some say:
Amemar himself allowed his eye to be painted by a heathen on a Sabbath. R. Ashi said to
Amemar: What is your opinion, because ‘Ulla the son of R. Illai said: All that a sick man needs
may be performed by a heathen on a Sabbath? And R. Hamnuna [further] said: In all cases where
there is no danger one may tell a heathen to do it? But this is only when he does not himself help
him, but you, Sir, assist him by closing and opening the eye! — He replied: R. Zebid made the
same objection and I answered him: Helping is of no consequence .(soncino Press, 1990)

‘ATINY NaT1wn ‘na(3

1"2MIY MY NP 271 1IN 28RN0 'NXNY "D 1IN0 NINPI KD NTY NP
TWO 1NN "N NIV D010 TAWD ININ 1K1 MINTI 27"D NAw] .NAvaIDaN 1IN 1OV
22271 M KDY 'K R DIwn MAaY 02212 T2 N1MKT A'YNI Ny DA

[Our authority further says that] ‘a field bought in Syria is like one bought on the outskirts of
Jerusalem’. What rule of conduct can be based on this? — R. Shesheth Says: It means that a
contract for selling it [to a Jew] can be drawn up even on Sabbath. What? On Sabbath? — You
know the dictum of Raba, ‘He tells a non-Jew to do it.” So here, he tells a non-Jew to draw up the
contract. And although there is a Rabbinical prohibition against telling a non-Jew to do things on
Sabbath [which we may not do ourselves], where it was a question of furthering the [Jewish]
settlement of Eretz Israel the Rabbis did not apply the prohibition.(soncino Press, 1990)
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A Jew may instruct a non-Jew to do something on Shabbos that does not constitute a
transgression of one of the labors prohibited on Shabbos and is only forbidden to be done on
Shabbos because it is a shevus (a labor prohibited by the Sages), provided it is necessary to have
is done for a person who is at least slightly ill, it is extremely essential for it to be done, or it
needs to be done for the sake of a mitzvah. For example, a Jew may ask a non-Jew on Shabbos to
climb up a tree to fetch a shofar that is needed for blwing the obligatory sounds that must be
blown on Rosh Hashanah, or to bring water through acourtyard that has no eruv, in order to wash
someone who will suffer if he is not washed. however, there are authorities who prohibit this:
Gloss: Below, in Sec. 587, the Shulchan Aruch rules that this is permitted. See above, Sec. 276,
that there are authorities who are lenient even where doing a labor that is prohibited by the Torah
Law is involved; see Par. 3, there. (Feldneim, 1981
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Beth Shammai maintain: hides must not be given to a tanner, nor garments to a gentile fuller,
unless they can be done while it is yet day; but in all these [cases] Beth Hillel, permit [them]
before sunset.(Soncino Press, 1990)
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If a gentile lights a lamp, an Israelite may make use of its light; but if [he does it] for the sake of
the Israelite, it is forbidden. if he draws water to give his own animal, to drink, an Israelite may
water [his] after him; but if [he draws it] for the Israelites sake, it is forbidden. If a gentile makes
a stairway to descend by it, an Israelite may descend after him; but if on the Israelites account, it
is forbidden. It once happened that R. Gamaliel and the elders were traveling in a ship, when a

gentile made a stairway for going down, and R. Gamaliel, and the elders descended by it.(soncino
Press, 1990)
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