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hand, the wholesale slaughter at the time of the conquest had
achieved the result intended.! Our writer says that the Crusaders
killed all the Muslims and Jews, although he himself refers to
different groups of surviving captives ; he, like everybody else, was
deeply impressed by the reports about the murder of the civil popu-
lation. On the other hand, after Jerusalem had changed its lords
several times in the course of a single generation—the Fatimids had
conquered it less than one year before the Crusaders-—it was only
natural that everybody should have expected that the city would
soon be wrested again from the Crusaders’ hands. We see here
again the efficient Fatimid propaganda machine at work, which, in
order to disarm the indignation of the ple about the loss of
Jerusalem, was spreading, from time to time, the rumour that the
Sultan was setting out with his troops against the Franks. On the
whole, one clearly perceives that at this early period it was by no
means realised that the Franks had come to stay for such a long
period.

Again the writer's report about the plague and the other diseases
which wasted Alexandria during four successive years (1095-1098)
and destroyed its wealth and a great part of its population, is not
without historical interest. The plague broke out again early in
1100 and affected also the Crusaders.? It may be, indeed, worth
while to investigate whether Egypt was not weakened by these
epidemics during the years preceding the arrival of the Franks so
that she became unable to put up an effective resistance.

Having reviewed the contents of these new documents
concerning the capture of Jerusalem by the Crusaders, we are now
in a position to answer the question put at the beginning of this
article, i.e., why the fall of the Holy City, unlike the happenings in
Western and Southern Germany in the year 1096, found no literary
expression in Jewish sources. The victory of the Franks was,
apparently, regarded by the local population as an event of only
passing importance.) It meant disaster for the inhabitants of
Jerusalem, but there was no opportunity for heroic sacrifice and
*“ Sanctification of the Name 8;; God),” as was the case in
Germany. It was a case for charity and relief work, not for heroism.
Heroism may give rise to literary expression, relief work breeds
reports. Indeed, the report of the elders of Ascalon, discussed
above, with its decent and warmhearted account of the relief work

1 It is GROUSSET's theory that the extermination of the civilian population
was due 1o military considerations, The elders of Ascalon in their letter, L. 11,
ascribe the cruel killing of the captives to sheer lust of murder. .

2 The detail, at the end of the letter, that * he who hiccups does not live™
is found also in the Crusaders’ descriptions of the epidemy.(whose cxact medical
character will possibly never be known). As I understand from DR. 8, MUNTNER,
this detail of medical knowledge was already a cummorwlnce at Hippocrates’
time and thus passed through Saracene mediation to the West. .

3 This is reflected also in the Muslim sources which are amazingly reticent
with regard to details about the fall of Jerusalem.
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done, is, so far, the most eloquent response of Oriental Jewry to
the challenge of the fall of Jerusalem in 1099, which has come
down to us.

The original text of the documents which are given here in
English translation is published, together with a detailed philo-
logical commentary, in Zion, Vol. XVII.

1 take this opportunity to extend my sincerest thanks to the
Librarians of the Cambridge University Library and of the Bodleian
Library in Oxford for their kindness in allowing me to examine and
publish these documents. 1 am also indebted to Professor D. H.
Baneth for the important comment he has made on the Arabic of
the text, and likewise to Professor S. Halkin and Mr. H. Blank for
revising the English translations.

DOCUMENT No. 1

[Cambridge University Library MS. Hebr, T-S 20.113. Proper
names are printed in italics.]

(Recto)

(1) We thank the Most High who gave us the opportunity of
fulfilling this pious deed, and granted to you to take a (2) share
in it with us. We spent the money for the ransom of some of the
captives, after due consideration (3) of the instructions contained
in your letter, that is, we send what was available to those who
[had already been ransomed(?)].

(4) We did not fail to reply to what you had written us, (5) and
indeed we answered, but we were seeking a man who would bring
our reply to you. Afterwards it happened that these illnesses came
upon us ; (6) plague, pestilence, and leprosy, which filled our minds
with anxiety, that (7) we ourselves or some of our relatives might
be stricken with disease. A man whom we trust went from here
and must have explained to you (8) the position with respect to
the sums you had sent: that they reached us safely and that they
were spent in the manner indicated [in your letter].

(9) News still reaches us that among those who were redeemed
from the Franks and remained (10) in Ascalon some are in danger
of dying of want. Others remained in captivity, and yet others
were killed (11) before the eyes of the rest, who themselves were
killed afterwards with all manner of tortures; [for the enemy
murdered them] in order to give vent to his anger on them.
(12) We did not hear of a single man of Israel who was in such
plight without exerting ourselves to do all that (13) was in our
power to save him.
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The Most High has granted opportunities of relief and
deliverance to individual fugitives, (14) of which the first and most
perfect instance~—after the compassion of Heaven-—has been the
presence in Ascalon of the honourable shaykh ' Abu’ I-Fadl Sahl (15)
son of Yusha' son of Shay‘a (may God preserve him), an agent of the
Sultan (may God bestow glory upon his victories), (16) whose
influence is great in Alexandria where his word is very much
heeded. He arranged matters wisely and took great pain in securing
the ransom ; (17) but it would require a lengthy discourse to explain
how he did it. But he could only ransom some of the people and
had to leave the others. In the end, (18) all those who could be
ransomed from them [the Franks] were liberated, and only a few
whom they kept remained in their hands, including (19) a boy of
about eight years of age, and a man, known as [?] the son of
(20) the Tustari’s wife. It is re%)orted that the Franks urged the
latter to embrace the Christian faith of his own free will (21) and
promised to treat him well, but he told them, how could he
become a Christian priest and be left in peace by them [the Jews],
who had disbursed (22) on his behalf a great sum. Until this day
these captives remain in their [Franks] hands; as well as those
who were taken to Antioch, but these are few; (23) and not
counting those who abjured their faith because they lost patience
as it was not possible to ransom them, and because they despaired
of being permitted to go free.

(24) We were not informed, praise be to the Most High, that
the accursed ones who are called *Ashkenazim (Germans) violated
(25) or raped women, as did the others.

Now, among those who have reached safety (26) are some who
escaped on the second and third days following the battle and
left with the governor who was granted safe conduct; (27) and
others who, after having being caught by the Franks, remained in
their hands for some time and escaped in the end ; these arc but
few. (28) The majority consists of those who were ransomed. To
. our sorrow, some of them ended their lives under all kind of
suffering and affliction. (29) The privations which they had to
endure caused some of them to leave for this country (30) without
food or protection against the cold, and they died on the way.
(31) Others in a similar way perished at sea ; and yet others, after
having arrived here safely, became exposed to a * change of air” ;
they came at the height of the plague, and a number of them died.
We had, at the time, reported the arrival (33) of each group.

And when the aforementioned honoured shaykh arrived, he
brought a group (34) of them, i.e., the bulk of those who had
reached Ascalon; he spent the Sabbath and celebrated Passover with
them (35) on the way in the manner as is required by such circum-
stances, He contracted a private loan for the sum (36) that he had
to pay the camel drivers and for their maintenance on the way,
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as well as the caravan guards and for other expenses, after (37)
having already spent other sums of money, which he did not charge
to the community. All this is in addition to the money that (38)
was borrowed and spent in order to buy back two hundred and
thirty volumes, a hundred codices (39) and eight Torah Scrolls. All
these are communal property and are now in Ascalon (40).

The community, after having disbursed about five hundred
dinars for the actual ransom of the individuals (40 interlinear), for
maintenance of some of them and for the ransom, as mentioned
above, of the sacred books (41) remained indebted for the sum of
two hundred dinars. This is in addition to what has been spent
(42) on behalf of those who have been arriving from the beginning
until now, on water and other drinks, medical treatment, (43)
maintenance and, in so far as possible, clothing. If it could be
calculated how much this has cost over such a long period, (44) the
sum would indeed be great.

Had the accepted practice been followed, that is, of selling three
Jewish captives (in the margin) (45) for a hundred [dinars], the
whole available sum would have been spent (46) for the ransom of
only a few. However, the grace of the Lord, may His name be
exalted, (47) and His ever-ready mercy, has been bestowed upon
these wretched people, (48) the oppressed, the captives, the poor
and indigent, (49) who may, indeed, groan, lament, and cry out (50)
as it is written [Ps. xliv, 12-13]: “Thou hast given us like sheep
appointed for meat, and hast scattered us among the heathen.
(51) Thou sellest Thy people for nought and dost not increase Thy
wealth by their price.” (52) And we ourselves may say [Is. i, 9]:
“Except the Lord of Hosts had left unto us (53) a very small
remnant, we should have been as Sodom, and we should have been
like unto Gomorrah.” (54) We declare that all the silver which we
have weighed [i.e., the money we have spent] in this catastrophe,
from the beginning (55) until now is but light and insignificant in
relation to its magnitude (56) and the greatness of the sorrow it has
entailed.

(57) Some adduce as an excuse the impoverishment of (58) this
class of financial magnates and pro holders (59) . . . and (?)
the harshness of the winter season (60) . . . and . . . enfeebled it,

(Verso)

(1) We could not refrain ourselves from teporting what we know
and the outcome of what we have done in this juncture, (2) for we
are convinced that you, just like ourselves, regret and mourn for
those who have died (3) and strive for the preservation of those
who are alive ; especially since your determination to distinguish
yourselves was clearly shown (4) and the loftiness of your aspiration
and generosity became apparent. You were the first and the most
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consistent (5) in the fulfilment of this “ good deed ™ which you were
granted to perform, and which gained for you great superiority
over the other communities (6) as well as much honour. Thus, you
may be, indeed, compared with that class of people to whom it
was assigned to perform generous deeds (7) and to strive to do
praiseworthy acts, as it is written [Deut. xxxiii, 21]: *“ And he came
with the heads of the people, he executed the justice of the Lord,
and his judgments (8) with Tsrael.”

We have already indicated that we remained in debt of over
two hundred dinars, apart from the moneys that are (9) required
for the maintenance of the captives who remained in Ascalon—
they number more than twenty (10) persons—for their transfer and
other needs until they arrive here. (11) Among those who are in
Ascalon is the honoured elder "Abi al-Khair Mubarak the son of
(12) the teacher Hiba b. Nisan (may God protect him for a long
time). It is well known how much he is revered, wise, (13) God-fear-
ing, and endowed with high virtues ; he is bound by an old vow not
to benefit in anything from charity (14) together with the whole of
the community, but only from what is explicitly destined for him by
name. [He should be cnabled] (15) to come here, after [you] our
Lords, elders and masters—may God preserve your happiness—
(16) have graciously offered us the sum needed for cancelling the
debt incurred for the ransom of our and your brethren. Gird now
your loins together with us (17) in this matter, and it will be
accounted for you as a mark of merit in the future, as it has been
in the past . . . (18) the generous deed which you began, by helping
us to lighten our burden and by assisting us (19) with your
generosity in order to put us back on our feet, for we have no one
in this country to whom we could write (20) as we are writing to
you. It is proper that we should turn to you and cause you some
disturbance. (21) The main tenor of this letter ought to be read out
to your [entirc] community, after you have announced that (22)
everyone must attend [the mecting]. For the benefit will [thus] be
complete and general, both to those who pay and to those who
receive payment. (23) For it is unlikely t there should lack
among the public those who had made a vow, or those who had
undertaken an obligation to perform “ holy deeds ” which have not
yet been determined ; such should, then, be invited (24) to con-
tribute as much as may be seen fitting. Or there may be those who
had previously intended to make contribution to charity, or others
may wish (25) to make a specific contribution to one cause rather
than to another. In this manner you will achieve your purpose, and
deal with us (26) in your accustomed generosity and excellent
manner . . . (27) . . . and you will deserve, through this charitable
act, to acquire *“ both worlds.” (28) Only rarely does such a juncture
present itself, in which “ commerce ™* is benegcial and “ business "*

*ie.. The heavenly reward for contributions ;o—charity.
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entirely profitable. We do not call your attention to (29) such a
matter in order to remind you of the duty of doing it, but . . . (30)
your own lofty [virtues] are the strongest urger and reminder.

We dispatched a messenger to you and what (31) he will tell you
about the details of this misfortune exempts us from discoursing on
it at a greater length. We (32) beg of you, may God preserve you in
long life, to deal with him kindly until he returns ; and concerning
that which (33) God may cause him [to collect] amongst you—may
God preserve you—if you could write out for him a bill of exchange
(34), it would make things easier for him, since he is but a
messenger, and speed up his return. If this cannot be done, arrange
that an exact statement (35) of how much has been collected
be made, and have your letter sent through him [the messenger] and
mention the sum in it. The God of Israel, etc. . . .

(There follow nine lines with complimentary phrases in Hebrew.)

(In the margin)

(1) The writer of the above, the pained, sorrowful, and grieving
Yesha'ya ha-Kohen b. Magliah the Enlightened (2) sends respectful
greetings to all the gentlemen, and begs them to accept his apology.
(3) They are not unaware of what he has gone through from the
time he took leave of them until this day.

(To the left of preceding lines)

(1) David b. R. Shelomo b. R. . . . (2) sends his greeting to your
excellencies (3) and begs you to note . . . (4) al-Fadl Abu. . ..

(To the right of the first signature, in Arabic characters)

(1) Hanina b. Mansur b. ‘Ubayd (peace be on him) reserves for
the venerable lords and masters, may God preserve their excellencies,
(2) the best greeting and most excellent salutation and attention ;
expresses his longing for them and begs them to take note of the
contents of this letter. Peace.

DOCUMENT No. 2

[Bodleian Library, Oxford, Heb. MS. bl1 (Catalogue, No. 2874)
fol. 7. The Hebrew or Aramaic words and phrases of the original
are printed here in italics.]

In Your name, You Merciful.

(2) If T attempted to describe my longing for you, my Lord, my
brother and cousin, (3}—may God prolong your days and make
permanent your honour, success, happiness, health, (4) and welfare ;
and [. . .] subdue your enemies—all the paper in the world would
not suffice. My longing will but increase (5) and double, just as the
days will grow and double. May the Creator of the World
presently (6) make us meet together in joy when I return under His
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Woar and Peace inJewish
Tradition

Edited by
Yigal Levin and Amnon Shapira

1 The freeing of captives in
the Ancient Near East and
in the Bible

Daud Elgarish

The Bibles attitude toward military ar civilian action underiaken to free eaptives

can be deduced prunarly from two campaigns: Abran’s fight against the four

Kings 1o free his nephew Lot iGenesis 113 and David's auack on the Amalekites
to free the wives and children of himself and his men who had been taken from
Ziklag (I Samucl 300 In neither case were the Israclite king or the sovercign
Israelite state mvolved: rather these are stories about individnals or militias
mterestedd in freeing members of their own families. This is even mare apparent
i the legal sections of the Bible. No hiblical law explicitly determines that someone
must act to free a captive. Such an attitude contrasts with the extensive coverage
m later Jewish radition of the obligation 16 ransom captives.! In order 10 assess
the extent, andl even the very existence, of the conception of the freeing af captives

i the Bible more accurately and whether it concerned military action or other

means, we will first consider some of the Ancient Near Eastern sowrces that deal

390311N0H




with this 1ssuce.

1. Freeing captives in the Ancient Near East

Clear and significant evidenee regarding the freeing of caprives has been found
in Hittite sowrces. Some ol the fctors that conributed o the development ol the
problem around the area surronnding Haui can be found in "The Deeds of
Suppilulivima™ king of Haui and in the annals of his son Mursili IL Following a
victory, the Higites usnally burned their enemies” cities, combatants were killed
ancd survivers and any of the population whoe did not escape were taken inw
captivity along with the boow”

Even when anacking an encimy whao had previoushy aken captives, the freeing
of those caprives did not seem to be of primary importance. The emphasis s rather
that of victory over an enemy who had offended the vietor. King Tuknlo-Nimuoa
T of Assvria (12451207 BOE] wrote as follows:

Five fortificd cities of the land Katunoha, rebellions capitads, which, chiring a
deceitful peace, had dragged off my people and! plundered my land, 1
congnersd in the fullness of time. Like an cartheuake 1 shook thetr shrmnes.

[ carried off captives [and) property (and; brought {them; w my city, Ak

Despite the elaim thar Assyrian citizens were captured and the king ol Assvria
went 1o war, there is no evidence that the captives were Treed, Apparenily an
indlividnal was not considered important noless he was a defector who knew
sensitive information and whose defeeton harmed his forimer roder, The Hingees
considered refusal o hand over defectors according o the obligation set ina treaty,
as suflicient reason 1o declare war An example of this is the Hitie King Mansili's
self-justification for his campaign against Arzawa sinee her king had refused o
veturn the Hitthte captives and exiles who had found refuge in his country, As he
explained: “Beeause T asked vou o return my subjects who caune o you and vou
clicd not give them .., Now, come, we will fight, Let the storm-god, my lord. decide
o Tawsuie,”™

Under what circumstances were capiives freed? Primmarilv when the captor could
profit from it politically. The frecing condd serve as an incentive o make @ treaty,
as did King Mursili 1T of Haod and King Manapa-Tarhona of the land of che
Sehah River: “Gather up the civilian captives and turn them [over] to me. IEvon
carry out all these matters, Jthen] Twill take fvou] as a vassal”™ Such a passage
could also appear i the reary form as nthe treaty between I=Addn King of
Tunip and Nigunepa King of Mukis: “If theve ave capuives from sy country whorm
they sell in vour country vou must seize them along with the one who sold them,
and give them o me,” Sections of 1his caomract are formulated i the secand
person command form, despite the fact thae the contract is egalinuta The text
dovs not specify wha s dictning the terms and who s accepting them, In principle,
it could st either of the parties,




Another motive for frecing captives might have been 1o win over a capturel
people. For this reason the clever diplomar Saméi-Addu directed his son King
Yasmah-Acdcdu of Mari 1o clothe his caprives from Zalmagum and free them so
that Assvria could rule over Zalmagum peacefuly. So he sand o has sons "Yon
have already 1aken the captives as slaves, Fram now on release every ane whom
vorr hand reached, so thatwhen Tstant 1o go o that T, all thae Tand will change
sickes 1o me like ane person!™ Samsu-iluna, son ol Thannmurabi, King of Babvlon
A7 1712 BCEL acted Iikewse. He capored Ida-masas, bat vwo months Laer
freed its captives as well as many other prisomers he had aken”

The ruler wished o win over his own cinizens, espectally when he began
rnle. This 1s what happened in Samal where the local king Bav-sur was murdered,
and his son Panwmuowa escaped o Assviia where he receved the protection of
Assvria’s King Tiglath-Pileser L The Assvrian king killed the vebel and placed
Pavaunnwa on his fueher’s throne, Upon becoming the maler. Panamawa carnied
out reforms that were genevally acoepred, aapong which were the opening ol the
prisons in Sam’al and lieeing of the captives incarcerated there. ™

Ninuria-Kuodurei-Usur, a cletk during the Neo-Assvrian period, expressed a
chifferent politieal atinude i his acconnt of his care for Aramean capives:
“I removed the hands and lower lips af 80 of their troaps; and et them go fiee
to (spread the news of my) glory,”H
To summarize, in the Ancienmt Near East prisoners were veleased. for the most

part, when the releasing ruler had something to gain from thetr release, either in

his relationship with the raler of the country from which the prisoners were taken
or i the upgrading of his status i the eves of his awn countryvinen and their
neighhors,
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3. Conclusions

In owr inidal stevey of Ancient Near Eastern sonrces, we did not nncover anv
evidence from those sources of a war breing fought for the spectfie purpose of frecing
captivies, Apparentdy, the individoal was nor considered important enough o
WaITant a country going o war in order to free him.” Even the demand to free
a captive 3s guite rare in Ancient Near Eastern sourees: captives were freed
primarily when this snited the intereses of the capror,

Conversely, in the Bible we do find evidence of fighting 1o free caprives. These
were not wars condurted by the state, but rather actions taken by militias sei ap

by the capiives” families for this porpose. Such was Abram’s campadgn against

the foar kings to vescue Loty such was the war waged by Piocid and his men to
free their families rom the Amalekites. The purpose of the action in hoth cases
was to lree the captives, bur the fighters also ook back the possessions that had
been taken, and the campaigus carned Abram and David the prasse awarded
victars and leaders, Abram is no longer considered an mmdgrant dependent upan
the kindness of the local inhabitanes: vather he is 2 hero who acted to gnard their
seenrity and possessions, Tl oo, recovered his stats mothe eves of his followers,
and was ths able 10 contine on the road 1o beeoming a king. Following these
actions, there were discussions regavding the bootv, The action aken by Dinalh's
brothers against Shechem was also carvied ont by her brothers, in other words

by relatives ol the captive. Here, oo, the possessions of Sheehen were taken, even

by relatives of the captive. Here, tao, the possessions of Shechem were taken, even
though the captuare of Dinal did not clude taking possessions. The brothers did
not carn praise; on the conwary, their father vebuked them  Genesis 34030,

_ How canowe explain the biblical docnmenianon of caanpaigns 1o fiee captives,
when such documentation does not exist regarding the anciem Near Easi? Perhaps
one may explain this against the background of the nomadic origins of the ancient
Israchic conununity, where obligations derived from claser bload links, The
biblical reports therefors velate o the carliest davs of the people, and even then
it is not the state that initiated the fight 1o free the caprives but the captives
velatives. Besides actions to free captives, the Bible contains statements against
taking brethren-lsraelites as caprives, such as. “Thus said the Lovd of Hosts: The
people of Isracl ave oppressed and so oo the people of Judah: all thew caprors

Q7

helel them, they vefused 1o let them go™  Jeremiah 50:0

i Theretore one expeets
a thivd party not to stand aside when he sees Israclives being taken imo caphiviey,
Accordingly, the prophet Obadiah vebukes Edon, Jacob’s brother, “In the dav
that thou stood on the other sides in the dav that the strangers carvied awav capiive
his torees,” and foreigners entered inte his gates and cast lats upon Jerusalem

even thon wast as one of them” (Obaudiah 110
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The fresmg of

Besides the campaigns o iee captives, we have also surveved two vases of recing
captives at the demand of a prophet, In hoth cases, the prophet asserted that victary
over the enemy was accomplished with the help of Gad, and thevefore 1t was not
reasonable 1o keep the capiives or to harm them, The listeners then acted even
more generously than had been demanded of them,

Jewish mradition has developed a special sensitivity 1o the issue of frecing capiives,
While there s no specific hiblical injunetion that commands such sensiovoy,
thraughout the ages of exile, persecution and pogroms Jews have looked back m
these and other biblical passages loy guldance and have assigned exiremse
importance to the freeimge of captves by almeost any means, This sensitvity has
carried over w the modern State of Bsrael, which has acted 1o free capves Toth

by force (such as in the famaous raid on Entebbe in 19767 and by negotiadion as

i the varions deals simwk with Lebauese aud Palesnnan error organizacions .

soretimes even to the extent of weakening Israel’s military or polideal position.

Notes
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