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A Halachik Conversation about Looking the Other
Way
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Rav Soloveitchik, Noach pp. 61-63

Ham merely saw his father naked and told his two brothers. Why then did Noah subsequently
curse Ham so severely? Ham wanted to find deficiencies and defects in his father, to reveal his
nakedness to the entire world. According to Ham, it was incumbent to show the world that Noah
was in fact not as righteous as his reputation might have suggested. Despite the fact that the
Torah testifies that Noah walked with God (6:9), Ham was nonetheless interested in
demonstrating that this was not in fact the case, that Noah was hypocritical. Such is the hatred
of the am ha’aretz, the ignorant person, for the talmid chacham, for the elevated, exalted
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personage, whose life has an objective and purpose. “Look at Noah, the vaunted savior of the
world as he wallows in a drunken stupor,” said Ham. The Torah does not justify Noah’s behavior.
An Abraham or a Moses would certainly have acted differently. Yet at the same time one must
remember that Noah had experienced an extraordinarily difficult time, responsible for the
tempest-tossed ark and all its inhabitants while the outside world was being destroyed. After his
travail, he drank a little too much wine._It was in Noah'’s interest that this incident be forgotten,

that his shame not be publicized. The Torah attests that Shem and Japeth did not see their
father’s nakedness. Why didn’t they see what Ham saw? Because they, in contrast to Ham, did
not want to reveal Noah’s impetuous mistake. (Yemei Zikaron, pp. 128-129)




