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How Logical is Aliya Supposed to Be?
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An Angel of Among Men pp. 265-257
Prof. Nachum Rakover related this anecdote:

A Diaspora Jew once came to the Rav for some advice. He had been touring the Holy Land and
wanted to explore the possibility of settling there. During the conversation the man presented
the pros and cons of living in the Land, making numerous “calculations” to try and determine
whether or not it was worthwhile for him to make the move. Said the Rav: “Before the Israelites
entered the Land, they killed Sichon King of Cheshbon. This teaches us that in order to enter
the Land one must do away with all of his calculations.”

Chumash Mesorat HaRav Bamidbar p.264
Opinions have been expressed that living outside Israel was a better option for Orthodox Jews

than living in Israel, because while Israel was allegedly rife with heretics, outside Israel one
could create insular ghettos and eliminate such outside influences. Yet with all the ghettos that
Jews have created, from Brooklyn to Johannesburg go Gateshead, none was holier than the
Levite camp during the Israelites’ forty-year desert sojourn, the camp where Moses himself
lived. Despite the sanctity of this encampment, Moses, the most preeminent of prophets,
begged God: Pray let me cross over and see the good land that is on the other side of the
Jordan (Deut. 3:25).



