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Rav Aharon Lichtenstein - The Prohibition of Leaving Eretz Yisrael

It seems reasonable that for things that have value, but are not a mitzva
— e.g., to participate in cultural events in Chutz La-aretz, or to see
landscapes that cannot be found in Eretz Israel — one is permitted to leave
Eretz Israel. For if we permit a person to leave Eretz Israel in order to earn
money, even if he is not currently suffering from hunger (that is to say, he
leaves for luxuries), it is inconceivable that he should not be permitted to
leave Eretz Israel for a cultural need!
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