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(25) Al Khazari: Enough on this subject. Now I should like an PIVA NS PO :3INDN DN .1
explanation of what I read about the sacrifices. Reason cannot 70 °0 3PNV NNY NXINY NN
accept such expressions as: My offering, My bread for My 2y YRV NN MNP PIRIPY
sacrifices made by fire, 'for a sweet savour unto Me' (Numbers 72702+ : INY NN AP 72WN
28:2), employed in connexion with the sacrifices, describing them MY OYNI PDND )P IRV +/3 77773
as being God's offering, bread, and incense.

(26) The Rabbi: The expression: By My fires removes all
difficulty. It states that offering, bread and sweet savour, which

are ascribed to Me, in reality belong to My fires, i.e. to the fire 12991 9 N NI .AUP 99 T
which was kindled at God's behest, and fed by the offerings. The DN YN MNMN N DAY NIND
remaining pieces were food for the priests. The deeper 511 PUNRY DN DINN 9N DIONYNH
signification of this was to create a well arranged system, upon NYONN UK /1Y 17127 NOYNN UND

which the King should rest in an exalted, but not local sense. As a INRY DNNON IVINY 1D INNY,NNATPN
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symbol of the Divine Influence, consider the reasoning soul which
dwells in the perishable body. If its physical and nobler faculties
are properly distributed and arranged, raising it high above the
animal world, then it is a worthy dwelling for King Reason, who
will guide and direct it, and remain with it as long as the harmony
is undisturbed. As soon, however, as this is impaired, he departs
from it. A fool may imagine that Reason requires food, drink, and
scents, because he sees himself preserved as long as these are
forthcoming, but would perish if deprived of them. This is not the
case. The Divine Influence is beneficent, and desirous of doing
good to all. Wherever something is arranged and prepared to
receive His guidance, He does not refuse it, nor withhold it, nor
hesitate to shed light, wisdom, and inspiration on it. If, however,
the order is disturbed, it cannot receive this light, which is, then,
lost. The Divine Influence is above change or damage. All that is
contained in the 'order of sacrificial service," its proceedings,
offerings, burning of incense, singing, eating, drinking, is to be
done in the utmost purity and holiness. It is called: 'Service of the
Lord,' 'the bread of thy God' (Numbers 8:11, Leviticus 21:8), and
similar terms which relate to his pleasure in the beautiful
harmony prevailing among the people and priesthood. He, so to
say, accepts their hospitality and dwells among them in order to
show them honour. He, however, is most Holy, and far too exalted
to find pleasure in their meat and drink. It is for their own
benefit...
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