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INTRODUCTION 

1. BY HIS LIGHT, RAV LICHTENSTEIN  

Is it the story of Esther alone? Surely it is the story of an entire nation, dispersed throughout 
Achashverosh’s one hundred and twenty-seven provinces, faced with the threat of genocide. The 
story also involves other main characters, such as Mordekhai. Nevertheless, throughout history 
this book has been known not as “Megillat Ha-Yehudim,” nor even “Megillat Mordekhai,” but 
rather as “Megillat Esther.” 

MORDECHAI 1 

 ז - אסתר פרק ב פסוקים ה  .2

ה  ) ירָָ֑ ן הַבִּ י הָיָָ֖ה בְשׁוּשִַׁ֣ ישׁ יְהוּדִִּ֔ ִ֣ ה( אִּ
ן־ וּשְׁמִ֣  י בֶּ ִ֛ מְעִּ ן־שִּׁ יר בֶּ ִ֧ ן יָאִּ ִ֣ י בֶּ כַַ֗ וֹ מָרְדֳּ

י:  ִֽ ינִּ ישׁ יְמִּ ִ֥ ישׁ אִּ ָ֖  קִּ
ם־הַגֹּלָה֙  ם עִּ יִּ וּשָׁלִַ֔ ירִ֣ ר הָגְלָה֙ מִּ ֶׁ֤ )ו( אֲשֶּׁ
ה   ךְ־יְהוּדָָ֑ לֶּ ִֽ ם יְכָנְיִָ֣ה מֶּ ָ֖ ה עִּ ר הָגְלְתִָ֔ ִ֣ אֲשֶּׁ
ל:  ִֽ ךְ בָבֶּ לֶּ ִ֥ ר מֶּ אצַָ֖ ה נְבוּכַדְנֶּ גְלִָ֔ ר הֶּ ִ֣  אֲשֶּׁ

ת־הֲ  ן אֶּ י אֹּמ ֵ֜ ר֙  )ז( וַיְהִִּ֨ סְת  יא אֶּ ֶׁ֤ ה הִּ דַסַָ֗
ה   ם וְהַנַעֲרֶָׁ֤ ָ֑ ב וָא  הּ אִָ֣ ין לָָ֖ ִ֥ י א  ִ֛ וֹ כִּ בַת־דֹּדִ֔

וֹת   ה וּבְמֶׁ֤ ת מַרְאִֶּ֔ אַר֙ וְטוֹבִַ֣ יְפַת־תִֹּ֨
ת:  וֹ לְבִַֽ י לָ֖ כִַ֛ הּ מָרְדֳּ הּ לְקָחִָ֧ מִָ֔ יהָ֙ וְאִּ ֙  אָבִּ

 

(5) A Judean man was in Shushan the castle, and his name was 
Mordechai, the son of Yair, the son of Shimi, the son of Kish, a 
Benjaminite, (6) who had been exiled from Jerusalem, with the 
exiles that had been exiled with Yechonyah, king of Yehuda, 
whom Nevuchadnetzar, king of Babylonia, had exiled. (7) He 
raised Hadassah, who is Esther, his uncle's daughter, for she had 
no father or mother. And the young woman was shapely and 
beautiful, and with the death of her father and her mother, 
Mordechai took her to him as a daughter.  

 אסתר פרק ב פסוק כ  .3

ין( כ) ִ֣ סְ  א  ראֶּ ת ת ַ֗ ֶּ֤דֶּ ֶׁ֤ וֹלַדְתָהּ֙  מַגֶּ ת־ מִֽ וְאֶּ
הּ ר עַמִָ֔ ִ֛ וִָּ֥ה כַאֲשֶּׁ יהָ  צִּ ָ֖ י עָלֶּ כָָ֑ ת־  מָרְדֳּ וְאֶּ

ר כַי֙  מַאֲמֶַׁ֤ ר מָרְדֳּ ִ֣ סְת  ה אֶּ ר עֹּשִָ֔ ִ֛  כַאֲשֶּׁ
ה וֹ בְאָמְנָָ֖ה הָיְתִָ֥ תִֽ  :אִּ

(20) Esther would not tell of her family and her people, as 
Mordechai had commanded her. And Esther did Mordechai's 
bidding as she had when she was raised with him. 

4. DAYS OF DELIVERANCE, RAV SOLOVEITCHIK, PAGES 79 -80 

Mordecai’s task had been to watch over Esther and to inspire and influence her. He had been 
Esther’s teacher for many years. He had raised her. Now he became once again a teacher, a 
prophet, the still, small voice (I Kings 19:12) that comes from within, exhorting, preaching, 
instructing, and inspiring… The voice of G-d addressed itself through Mordechai. He was bold, 
aggressive, and initiated action… 
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ESTHER 1 

 ח   פרק ב פסוק אסתר   .5

וֹ  ) ךְ֙ וְדָתִ֔ לֶּ ֙ ע דְבַר־הַמֶּ שָמֶַׁ֤ י בְהִּ ח( וַיְהִַּ֗
ץ נְעָ  קָב ֵ֞ בְהִּ ה  וִּֽ ירָָ֖ ן הַבִּ ל־שׁוּשִַׁ֥ וֹת אֶּ וֹת רַבִ֛ רִ֥

ךְ   לֶּ ית הַמִֶּ֔ ִ֣ ל־ב  ר֙ אֶּ סְת  ח אֶּ לָקֶַׁ֤ גָָ֑י וַתִּ ל־יִַ֣ד ה  אֶּ
ים:  ִֽ ר הַנָשִּׁ ִ֥ י שֹּׁמ  גַָ֖ ל־יִַ֥ד ה   אֶּ

(8) When the king's word and his law were heard, and when 
many young women were gathered to Shushan the castle, to 
the charge of Hegai, Esther was taken to the king's house, to 
the charge of Hegai, keeper of the woman. 

6. BY HIS LIGHT, RAV LICHTENSTEIN  

Who is the Esther who appears on the scene in the second chapter? A beautiful young woman, but 
one who is powerless and completely lacking in independence of thought or action. She is under 
Mordekhai’s patronage; he treats her like a daughter. Even if we adopt the opinion that she was 
his wife, we are clearly dealing with a woman who lives completely under her husband’s rule. 

 טז - אסתר פרק ב פסוקים טו  .7

יעַ ( טו) ִ֣ ר וּבְהַגִּ ִ֣ סְת  ל תֹּר־אֶּ יִּ יחִַ֣  בַת־אֲבִּ
ד י דִֹּ֣ כַַ֡ ר   מָרְדֳּ וֹ אֲשֶּׁ ח־לִ֨ ת לָקִַֽ וֹא לְבֵַ֜  לָבִ֣

ךְ לֶּ ל־הַמֶַּ֗ א אֶּ ֶֹּׁ֤ קְשָׁה֙  ל ר בִּ י דָבִָ֔ ם כִִּּ֠ ִ֣ ת־ אִּ אֶּ
ר ִ֥ ר אֲשֶּׁ ֹּאמִַ֛ גִַ֥י י ךְ ה  לֶּ ָ֖ יס־הַמֶּ ר סְרִּ ִ֣  שֹּׁמ 

ים ָ֑ י הַנָשִּׁ ֶׁ֤ ר֙  וַתְהִּ סְת  את אֶּ ִ֣ ן נֹּש  ָ֖י ח ִ֔ ינ   בְע 
יהָ  ִֽ  : כָל־רֹּאֶּ

ח( טז) לָקִַ֨ ר וַתִּ סְת ֵ֜ ךְ אֶּ לֶּ ֶׁ֤ ל־הַמֶּ  אֶּ
רוֹשׁ֙  ית אֲחַשְׁו  ִ֣ ל־ב  וֹ אֶּ שׁ מַלְכוּתִ֔ דֶּ  בַחִֹּ֥
י ָ֖ ירִּ שׁ הָעֲשִּ דֶּ ת הוּא־חִֹּ֣ ָ֑ ב  בַע ט  ָ֖ שְׁנַת־שֶּׁ  בִּ

וֹ  : לְמַלְכוּתִֽ

(15) And when the turn of Esther, daughter of Avichayil, the 
uncle of Mordechai, whom he had taken to him as a daughter, 
came to come to the king, she did not request anything except 
that which Hegai the king's eunuch, keeper of the women, said. 
And Esther won favor in the eyes of all who saw her.  
(16) Esther was taken to King Achashverosh, to his royal house, 
in the tenth month, which is the month of Tevet, in the seventh 
year of his reign. 

 אסתר פרק ב פסוק כ  .8

ין( כ) ִ֣ סְ  א  ראֶּ ת ת ַ֗ ֶּ֤דֶּ ֶׁ֤ וֹלַדְתָהּ֙  מַגֶּ ת־ מִֽ וְאֶּ
הּ ר עַמִָ֔ ִ֛ וִָּ֥ה כַאֲשֶּׁ יהָ  צִּ ָ֖ י עָלֶּ כָָ֑ ת־  מָרְדֳּ וְאֶּ

ר כַי֙  מַאֲמֶַׁ֤ ר מָרְדֳּ ִ֣ סְת  ה אֶּ ר עֹּשִָ֔ ִ֛  כַאֲשֶּׁ
ה וֹ בְאָמְנָָ֖ה הָיְתִָ֥ תִֽ  :אִּ

(20) Esther would not tell of her family and her people, as 
Mordechai had commanded her. And Esther did Mordechai's 
bidding as she had when she was raised with him. 

ESTHER 2 

9. BY HIS LIGHT, RAV LICHTENSTEIN  

A glance further on reveals how this innocent maiden suddenly displays initiative that we never 
would have expected of her. She takes on Achashverosh and Haman at their own game; she 
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displays cunning, leading both of them by the nose. She leads Haman into a trap, simultaneously 
arousing the anger and desire of Achashverosh. Together with her personal initiative, her inner, 
spiritual, national and moral identities also come to full expression… 

From here onwards, Esther not only displays initiative in the sphere of political manipulation, but, 
brimming with self-confidence, she faces up to Haman. Here Esther takes her place as a worthy 
member of the royalty, a leader. Her leadership is so outstanding towards the end of the Megilla 
that to some degree it overshadows that of Mordekhai… 

 אסתר פרק ט פסוק יג  .10

ר( יג) אמֶּ ֶֹּׁ֤ ר֙  וַת סְת  ךְ אֶּ לֶּ ִ֣ ם־עַל־הַמֶּ  אִּ
וֹב ן טִ֔ ִ֣ נָת  ר יִּ ים֙  גַם־מָחַָ֗ ר לַיְהוּדִּ ִ֣  אֲשֶּׁ

ן וֹת בְשׁוּשִָׁ֔ ת לַעֲשָ֖ וֹם כְדִָ֣ ת הַיָ֑ ִ֛  וְא 
ת רֶּ ִ֥ ן עֲשֶּ ִֽי־הָמָָ֖ וּ בְנ  תְלִ֥ ץ יִּ ִֽ  : עַל־הָע 

(13) Esther said, "If it pleases the king, let it be permitted for the 
Judeans in Shushan to do also tomorrow according to the law of 
today, and let them hang the ten sons of Haman on the post. 

 אסתר פרק ט פסוק כט  .11

כְתֹּב( כט) תִּ ר וִַּ֠ סְת ִ֨ ה אֶּ ל הַמַלְכִָ֧ יִּ יחִַ֛  בַת־אֲבִּ
י כִַ֥ י וּמָרְדֳּ ָ֖ ף הַיְהוּדִּ קֶּ ת־כָל־תָֹּ֑ ם אֶּ ת לְקַי ַ֗ ִ֣  א 
ת ֶּ֤רֶּ ִ֧ גֶּ ים אִּ ִ֛ את הַפּוּרִּ ָֹּ֖ ית הַז ִֽ נִּ  : הַש 

(29) Queen Esther, the daughter of Avichayil, and Mordechai 
the Judean wrote with all their powers to establish this 
second epistle of Purim. 

 אסתר פרק ט פסוק לב  .12

ר( לב) ר וּמַאֲמִַ֣ סְת ִ֔ ם אֶּ יַַּ֕ י קִּ ִ֥ בְר  ים דִּ ָ֖ ה הַפֻּּרִּ לֶּ ָ֑   הָא 
ב כְתָָ֖ ר וְנִּ פֶּ ִֽ  : בַס 

(32) And Esther's bidding established these matters 
of Purim; and it was written in the book. 

 תלמוד בבלי מסכת מגילה דף ז עמוד א  .13

 ... לדורות קבעוני: לחכמים אסתר להם שלחה: יהודה בר שמואל רב מרא

14. BY HIS LIGHT, RAV LICHTENSTEIN  

Once upon a time, “whatever Mordekhai said, Esther would do.” He was the one pulling the strings. 
Suddenly, Mordekhai’s own achievements come only in the wake of Esther’s initiative. How does 
Mordekhai come to possess Haman’s home? Through Esther. Who writes the Megilla? While 
Mordekhai is still equivocating, “Queen Esther, daughter of Avichayil, wrote” (9:29), and only 
afterwards did Mordekhai join her. 

Now it is Esther who is prepared not only to stand before Achashverosh, but also to send a letter 
to the Sages and demand, “Write me down! Remember me for all generations!” Is this really the 
same innocent maiden who “did what Mordekhai told her,”and “whatever she was told by Hegai, 
the king’s officer, appointed over the women?” 
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ESTHER’S TRANSITION 

15. BY HIS LIGHT, RAV LICHTENSTEIN  

…Esther, who indeed has the power to avert the evil decree, who lives in the royal palace, who can 
pull the necessary strings, does nothing. She thinks to herself, “The decree has been issued—what 
can I do? I’m a young and simple girl; I can’t move mountains.” 

 פסוק ד   אסתר פרק ד  .16

ר ) ֶׁ֤ סְת  וֹת אֶּ תָבוֹאנָה נַעֲרִ֨ ד( ותבואינה וִַּ֠
יהָ֙  ֙ יסֶּ ה  וְסָרִּ ל הַמַלְכָָ֖ תְחַלְחִַ֥ הּ וַתִּ ידוּ לִָ֔ ִ֣  וַיַגִּ

ת־  ִֽ ישׁ אֶּ ִ֣ ים לְהַלְבִּ ח בְגָדִֵּ֜ שְׁלִַ֨ ד וַתִּ מְאָֹּ֑
ל:  ִֽ ב  א קִּ ִֹּ֥ יו וְל עָלָָ֖ וֹ מ  יר שַקִ֛ ִ֥ י וּלְהָסִּ כַַ֗  מָרְדֳּ

 

(4) Esther's maids and eunuchs came and told her; and the 
queen was very anguished. She sent garments to clothe 
Mordechai and to remove his sackcloth from him, but he did 
not accept them. 

17. BY HIS LIGHT, RAV LICHTENSTEIN  

What eventually drives her to act? Mordekhai disturbs her complacency. The entire nation of 
Israel faces mortal danger, and this she is able to bear. But then she hears that her beloved 
adoptive father Mordekhai has removed his regular clothing and is wearing sackcloth instead. … 
Instead of trying to have the royal decree annulled, instead of expressing solidarity with her 
people, instead of joining Mordekhai in protest and mourning, she begs him to stop this nonsense, 
to accept the decree as it is, and to put on some decent clothing. Despite everything, this still 
represents progress. She no longer is completely inactive… 

 ח - אסתר פרק ד פסוקים ז  .18

ת׀ ) ִ֣ הוּ וְא  ר קָרָָ֑ ִ֣ ת כָל־אֲשֶּׁ ָ֖ י א  כִַ֔ וֹ מָרְדֳּ ד־לִ֣ ז( וַיַגֶּ
שְׁקוֹל עַל־  ר הָמָן֙ לִִּּ֠ ר אָמֶַׁ֤ ף אֲשִֶּׁ֨ סֶּ ת הַכֶַּ֗ פָּרָשִַׁ֣

ךְ ביהודיים בַיְהוּ לֶּ ִ֛ ִ֥י הַמֶּ נְז  ם:גִּ ים לְאַבְדִָֽ ָ֖  דִּ
ן   תִַ֨ ר־נִּ דָת אֲשֶּׁ ב־הִַּ֠ ן כְתִָֽ גֶּ ִ֣ ת־פַּתְשֶּׁ )ח( וְאֶּ

ת־  וֹת אֶּ וֹ לְהַרְאִ֥ ידָם֙ נִָ֣תַן לִ֔ ן לְהַשְׁמִּ בְשׁוּשֶָׁׁ֤
ל־ וֹא אֶּ יהָ לָבִ֨ וֹת עָלֶַּ֗ הּ וּלְצַוִּ֣ יד לָָ֑ ִ֣ ר וּלְהַגִּ ָ֖ סְת  אֶּ

שׁ  ִ֥ וֹ וּלְבַק  ן־לִ֛ תְחַנֶּ ִֽ ךְ לְהִּ לֶּ ִ֧ הּ: הַמֶּ לְפָנָָ֖יו עַל־עַמִָֽ  מִּ

(7) Mordechai told him about all that had happened to him, 
and the account of the silver that Haman had said to weigh 
to the king's treasuries for the annihilation of the Judeans. 
(8) And he gave him the copy of the text of the law that was 
given in Shushan for their destruction, to show it to Esther 
and to tell her, and to command her to go to the king to 
implore him and to plead before him for her people. 

 אסתר פרק ד פסוק יא  .19

לֶּ ) וֹת הַמֵֶּ֜ ינִ֨ ךְ וְעַם־מְדִּ לֶּ י הַמֶַּ֡ ִ֣ ךְ יא( כָל־עַבְד 
וֹא־ ר יָבִֽ ִ֣ ה אֲשֶּׁ שַָ֡ ישׁ וְאִּ ִ֣ ר כָל־אִּ ִ֣ ים אֲשֶּׁ וֹדְעִַּ֗ יִֽ
א־  ִֹּֽ ר ל ִ֣ ית אֲשֶּׁ ימִֵּ֜ ר הַפְּנִּ חָצ ִ֨ ל־הֶּ ךְ  אֶּ לֶּ ל־הַמֶּ אֶּ

ר   אֲשִֶּׁ֨ בַד מ  ית לְִּ֠ ת דָתוֹ֙ לְהָמִִּ֔ א אַחֶַׁ֤ ַ֗ קָר  יִּ

(11) "All the king's servants and the people of the king's 
provinces know that every man or woman who comes to 
the king, to the inner courtyard, who is not called, there is 
but one law for him, to be killed; only he to whom the king 
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ב וְחָיָָ֑ה   יט הַזָהָָ֖ ִ֥ ת־שַׁרְבִּ ךְ אֶּ לֶּ ִ֛ וֹ הַמֶּ יט־לִ֥ וֹשִּׁ יִֽ
י֙  אתִּ ֙ קְר  א נִּ ֶֹּׁ֤ י ל ה  וַאֲנִַּ֗ ָ֖ ךְ זֶּ לֶּ ל־הַמִֶּ֔ וֹא אֶּ לָבִ֣

וֹם:  ים יִֽ ִ֥  שְׁלוֹשִּׁ

extends his golden scepter will live. And I have not been 
called to come to the king these thirty days." 

20. BY HIS LIGHT, RAV LICHTENSTEIN  

Mordekhai persists in his appeal to her, telling her, in effect: The entire nation of Israel—young 
and old—is in danger. Everyone. This is the appointed date. Go and do something, in your position 
as wife in the royal palace: Shout! Appeal! Beg! Pray! All around, swords are being sharpened, 
ammunition is being stockpiled, but Esther remains unmoved. She tells Mordekhai that she cannot 
approach the king: it is against palace regulations. 

Such was Esther’s response even after “the queen was greatly distressed,” even after Mordekhai 
had sent her a copy of the king’s decree. Suddenly, Esther might be exposed to personal danger. 
The entire nation of Israel stands on one side of the scale, and she stands alone on the other. What 
decides the issue? Obviously, her own problems. If there is a personal interest and a public 
interest at stake, which is more likely to prevail? 

 אסתר פרק ד פסוק יג  .21

י  ) ִ֣ ר אַל־תְדַמִּ ָ֑ סְת  ל־אֶּ יב אֶּ ִ֣ י לְהָשִּׁ כַָ֖ ר מָרְדֳּ אמֶּ ִֹּ֥ יג( וַי
ים: ִֽ כָל־הַיְהוּדִּ ךְ מִּ לֶּ ָ֖ ית־הַמֶּ ט ב  ִ֥ מָל  ךְ לְהִּ  בְנַפְשׁ ִ֔

(13) Mordechai said to reply to Esther, "Do not imagine 
to yourself that you shall escape in the king's house 
more than all the Judeans. 

22. BY HIS LIGHT, RAV LICHTENSTEIN  

…He accuses Esther of refusing to go to the king not because she lacks courage, not out of weakness, 
but rather as a calculated choice: “Let the entire Jewish nation be destroyed. Let them all perish—
young and old, men and women. I will remain secure in the royal palace.” This is how Mordekhai 
interprets her response, and this is what he addresses: not weakness, not a lack of courage, but 
rather what he fears may lie behind everything. Behind the apparent timidity lies apathy. If you 
really cared, if you considered your own soul to be at stake, would you be able to say, “For a whole 
month I have not been called to the king”? Is this how someone talks when she believes that her 
nation is in danger? Is this the response of someone who cares… He understands that if one knows 
the situation, and if one is truly concerned, then no considerations are admissible and no rules are 
relevant. Rather, one must be prepared for self-sacrifice, taking care that not personal interests but 
rather national interests will dictate one’s plans and actions. “Do not imagine that you will escape 
in the royal palace from all the Jews!” 
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 אסתר פרק ד פסוק יד  .23

ִ֣ת  ) י֘ בָע  ישִּׁ שׁ תַחֲרִּ ִ֣ ם־הַחֲר  י אִּ ִ֣ ֹּאת֒  יד( כִּ הַז
וֹם   מָקִ֣ מִּ ים֙  לַיְהוּדִּ וֹד  יַעֲמֶׁ֤ ה  וְהַצָלֵָ֞ וַח  ִ֣ רֶּ
עַ  י יוֹד ִ֔ ִ֣ דוּ וּמִּ ָ֑ יךְ תֹּאב  ָ֖ ית־אָבִּ תְ וּב  ר וְאִַ֥ אַח ִ֔

וּת: עַתְ לַמַלְכִֽ גַָ֖ את הִּ ִֹּ֔ ִ֣ת כָז ם־לְע   אִּ
 

(14) For, if you will indeed remain silent at this time, relief and 
salvation will arise for the Judeans from another place, but you 
and your father's house will perish. Who knows if for a time such 
as this you attained royalty?" 

24. BY HIS LIGHT, RAV LICHTENSTEIN  

…Someone who avoids any responsibility, who doesn’t care, who isn’t prepared to risk herself, 
who sets her personal ambitions over the interests of the nation—is that the person you think will 
survive? Will she be the one to succeed?... Salvation will come. I don’t know how or from where, 
but it will come! Those who pay heed to sundry considerations and circumstances, the doubters 
and cowards of many types, those who put themselves first—all of these will perish… Now is zero 
hour. This is the test.  

This is also the turning point. Mordekhai directs this terrible accusation at the doubtful, hesitating, 
fearful Esther, pushing her to the wall and demanding that she stop fabricating excuses and 
abandon her rationalizations. He demands that she look deep into her soul and see what lies 
behind her hesitation. She must not try to deceive either Mordekhai, herself, or God. If she 
undertakes such an unflinching appraisal, she will see that what lies behind all her excuses is 
apathy. The excuses fall away; Mordekhai rejects, one by one, all of her claims and considerations. 
Morally laid bare, Esther must make her fateful choice: Do I care or don’t I? 

 טז - פסוקים טו   ד   פרק   אסתר  .25

ר( טו) אמֶּ ִֹּ֥ ר וַת ָ֖ סְת  יב אֶּ ִ֥ י לְהָשִּׁ כִָֽ ל־מָרְדֳּ ִֽ  :אֶּ
ךְ  ( טז) וֹס ל  ים כְנִ֨ ת־כָל־הַיְהוּדִֵּ֜ ים אֶּ ִ֣ מְצְאִּ נִּ  הִַֽ

ן וּמוּ בְשׁוּשַָׁ֗ לַי  וְצִ֣ וּ עִָּ֠ ֹּאכְלִ֨ וּ וְאַל־ת שְׁתֵ֜   וְאַל־תִּ
ת שֶּׁ ים֙  שְׁלֶׁ֤ יְלָה יָמִּ וֹם לִַ֣ י וָיִ֔ ִ֥ י גַם־אֲנִּ   וְנַעֲרֹּתַָ֖
וּם ן אָצִ֣ ָ֑ ן כ  וֹא וּבְכ ֵ֞ ל־ אָבֶׁ֤ ךְ֙  אֶּ לֶּ ֙ ר הַמֶּ ִ֣ א־  אֲשֶּׁ ִֹּֽ ל
ת ר כַדִָ֔ ִ֥ י וְכַאֲשֶּׁ דְתִּ י אָבַָ֖ דְתִּ  :אָבִָֽ

(15) Esther said to reply to Mordechai: (16) "Go and 
assemble all the Judeans who are present in Shushan and 
fast for me. Do not eat and do not drink for three days, night 
and day. I and my maids, too, will fast so. And thus I will go to 
the king, against the law. And if I perish, I perish."  

26. BY HIS LIGHT, RAV LICHTENSTEIN  

…It is now that the young, passive, powerless Esther faces her moment of truth, and she prevails. 
She passes the test. It is now that she rises to her full stature and reveals herself—not just in title, 
but in essence—as a queen… This Esther understands that her fate and destiny are not a private, 
personal matter, but rather bound up with those of the nation as a whole. And when the danger and 
the mission are public, then the course of action, too, will of necessity be a public one: “Go and gather 
all the Jews” (4:16)… 
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MORDECHAI 2 

 אסתר פרק ד פסוק יז  .27

ר( יז) ֶּ֤יַעֲבָֹּ֖ י וִַֽ כָָ֑ עַש מָרְדֳּ ל וַיַַּ֕ ר־  כְכִֹּ֛ אֲשֶּׁ
ה וְּתִָ֥ יו צִּ ר עָלָָ֖ ִֽ סְת   : אֶּ

(17) Mordechai passed, and he did all that Esther had 
commanded him. 

28. DAYS OF DELIVERANCE, RAV SOLOVEITCHIK, PAGE 80  

…At this juncture, Esther takes over; she is the mistress, Mordecai the follower. She issues orders, 
gives instructions. Mordechai is the subordinate, submissive and obedient. He performs the 
errands for her. The very moment Esther said that she was ready to go to the king, ready to face 
torture and death, the spotlight shifted from him to her… 

 פרקי דרבי אליעזר פרק נ  .29

ךְ לוֹ אָמְרָה... ת כְנוֹס ל  יםהַיְ  כָל אֶּ ים הוּדִּ מְצְאִּ שְׁתוּ וְאַל תֹּאכְלוּ וְאַל עָלַי וְצוּמוּ בְשׁוּשָׁן הַנִּ ת תִּ ים שְׁלשֶּׁ לוּ[. טז  שם] יָמִּ ן וְא  , ה 
שָה עָשָר וְאַרְבָעָה עָשָר שְׁלשָׁה יסָן עָשָר וַחֲמִּ ֹּא מָרְדְכַי לָהּ אָמַר. בְנִּ י יוֹם וַהֲל ישִּׁ סַח יוֹם שְׁלִּ ֹּאשׁ אַתָה לוֹ אָמְרָה, הוּא פֶּּ  ר

ין דְרִּ ר וְאַתָה לַסַנְהֶּ ה דָבָר אוֹמ  ם, זֶּ ין וְאִּ ל א  שְרָא  י, יִּ סַח לְמִּ ת מָרְדְכַי שָׁמַע. הַפֶּּ יהָ  אֶּ ר כֹּל וְעָשָה דְבָרֶּ וַּתְהוּ אֲשֶּׁ אֱמַר, צִּ נֶּ  שם] שֶּׁ
ד, מָרְדְכָי וַיַעֲבֹּר[ יז עָבַר מְלַמ  אשׁוֹן יוֹם שֶּׁ ל רִּ סַח שֶּׁ ֹּא פֶּּ ילָה בְל  .. .אֲכִּ

30. DAYS OF DELIVERANCE, RAV SOLOVEITCHIK, PAGE 81  

If we glance through the Megilah once again, we will notice that there was a disagreement 
between Mordecai and Esther concerning the proper course of action. Mordechai held the view 
that immediate, spontaneous action on the part of Esther is inevitable. Esther should appear 
before the king, taking the risk of being rejected and executed, and plead with him hysterically to 
spare her people. Esther did not concur with Mordecai. She went to the king. However, all that she 
did consisted in extending an invitation to the king to attend a banquet in his honor. Not a single 
word was spoken about the decree, not a single word was mentioned about the tragic fate of her 
people. Moreover, she ignored the whole issue even at the banquet. She was procrastinating… 

 ב - פסוקים א   ח   פרק   אסתר  .31

וֹם( א) וּא בַיִ֣ ן הַהַ֗ לֶּ  נָתֵַ֞ ֶׁ֤ רוֹשׁ֙  ךְהַמֶּ   אֲחַשְׁו 
ר ִ֣ סְת  ה לְאֶּ ית הַמַלְכִָ֔ ִ֥ ת־ב  ן אֶּ ר הָמָָ֖ ִ֣   צֹּר 

ים היהודיים ָ֑ י הַיְהוּדִּ כַַ֗ א וּמָרְדֳּ ִ֣י בָָּ֚ פְנ    לִּ
ךְ לֶּ ידָה הַמִֶּ֔ ִ֥ גִּ י־הִּ ִֽ ר כִּ ָ֖ סְת  ה אֶּ הּ מִַ֥  :הוּא־לִָֽ

סַר( ב) ךְ וַיִָ֨ לֶּ וֹ הַמֵֶּ֜ ת־טַבַעְתַ֗ ר אֶּ ֶׁ֤ יר֙  אֲשֶּׁ עֱבִּ ִֽ   הֶּ
ן הָמִָ֔ ִֽ תְנָָ֖הּ מ  ֶּ֤יִּ י וִַֽ כָָ֑ ם לְמָרְדֳּ שֶּ ר וַתִָ֧ ִ֛ סְת  ת־  אֶּ ִֽ אֶּ
י כַָ֖ ית מָרְדֳּ ִ֥ ן עַל־ב   :הָמִָֽ

(1) On that day, King Achashverosh gave Queen Esther the 
house of Haman, enemy of the Judeans. And Mordechai came 
before the king because Esther had told him what he was to 
her. (2) He took off his ring which he had removed from 
Haman and gave it to Mordechai, and Esther set Mordechai 
over the house of Haman. 

 


