Understanding Medrash:

A Stroll in the Orchard of Torah

Shiur given by Rabbi Michael Friedman
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1. Moreh Nevuchim 3:43
As to the value of these Midrashic interpretations, we meet with two different opinions.

For some think that the Midrash contains the real explanation of the text, whilst others,
finding that it cannot be reconciled with the words quoted, reject and ridicule it.
...Neither of the two classes understood it, that our Sages employ biblical texts merely as

poetical expressions, the meaning of which is clear to every reasonable reader...
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2. Shnei Luchot haBrit, Vaera, Torah Ohr

This statement says ‘Darshan me.” However, Chalila to say that it is not taken at face

value, for no verse and no words of the Rabbis veer from their literal meaning. I will just

explain certain things hinted at in why Hashem Created him in this fashion

The PaRDeS of Torah
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3. Shaar haGilgulim, Introduction 11, Rav Chaim Vital

There are four explanations, with the acronym
‘PaRDeS, orchard’:

Peshat-the simple literal meaning

Remez-the hinted meaning

Derash- homiletics and parable

Sod-the secret, esoteric wisdom of the verse



Peshat. the Simple, Literal Meaning
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veer from its literal meaning
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5. Bereshit 11:31

Terach took Avram his son and Lot the son of Haran, his grandson, and Sarai his
daughter in law, the wife of Avram his son, and they went from Ur Kasdim to travel to

the land of Canaan, and they went to Haran and settled there.
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6. Rashi Bereshit 11:28

Terach complained to Nimrod about his son Avram crushing his idols; so [Nimrod] threw

him into a furnace. Haran thought, “If Avram is victorious, I'm with him; if Nimrod, I'm
with him.” Avram was saved and they asked, “Who are you with?” Haran said, “Avram!”

They cast him into the furnace and he died. This is what 072 9I% means, fire of Kasdim




Remez: the Hinted Meaning
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7. Bereshit 19:27

Avraham arose in the morning to the place where he

stood there towards Hashem
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8. Bereshit 24:63
Yitzchak went out to speak in the field toward the evening, and he lifted his eyes and saw

camels approaching
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9. Bereshit 28:11
[Yaakov] arrived at the place and slept there, for the sun had set, and he took from the

rocks of that place and set them under his head, and he slept in that place
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10. Berachot 26b
Rabbi Yossi barabi Chanina says the Avot instituted 7efi/ah. Rabbi
Yehoshua ben Levi says that 7efilah was instituted as a

. representative of the daily Korbanot... There is a teaching like Rabbi
Yossi, that Avraham instituted Shachrit...Yitzchak instituted
Mincha... Yaakov instituted Maariv... Rather, the Avot instituted

[ Tefilah] and the Rabbis based it on the Korbanot

Avraham Avinu Synagogue, Chevron



Derash: Homiletics and Parable
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11. Aruch haShulchan Introduction, Rabbi Yechiel Michel Epstein

Our Rabbis added to the Talmud many Derashot from the wisdoms and masteries of the

world, such as the workings of Creation and of the Divine Chariot, and other
philosophies and natural sciences. They hid these in their words in allegory and wit, such
as Rabba bar Bar Chana and his argument with the famous philosophers in Athens. This
is because not everyone can comprehend the light in a revealed fashion, such as one who
sits in darkness for a time and, when they come out, the sun’s light blinds them, for they

cannot handle the light. Therefore, they clothe their wisdom in many garments.
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13. Moed Katan 18a
Pharaoh in Moshe’s day was one Amah tall and his
beard was one Amah...




Sod: the Secret, Esoteric Wisdom of the verse (i.e. Kabalah)
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14. Bamidbar 33:1
These are the journeys of Bnei Yisrael when they left the land of Mitzrayim according to
their legions, through the hand of Moshe and Aharon
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15. Degel Machneh Ephraim, Masai, Rabbi Moshe Chaim Ephraim of Sudilkov

The forty two travels occur top each person in their life from their birth until returning to

their world. To understand this, that from the day of birth and the person is taken out of
their mother’s womb, that is the level of Yetziar Mitzrayim, leaving Egypt, as is known.

Such is each journey to journey until they come to the Upper land of Life

It’s All True
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16. Pachad Yitzchak Pesach 52
Our sages discuss many faces of the Torah, specifically seventy faces... which they called
PaRDeS: Peshat, Remez, Derash, and Sod... Each ‘face’ reveals the idea in that world. As
such, what the Torah reveals on the Peshatlevel occurs in the world of Peshat. What is
revealed on the Remez level in the world of Remez. So too in all seventy faces of Torah...
Naturally, [some] stories aren’t recognizable in certain means of interpreting the Torah,

since we see them on the level of Peshat...



Why Medrash?
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17. Dervarim 18:18
I'll Raise a Navi from your midst, like you, and Put My Word in their mouth. They will

say all I Command them
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18. Medrash Rut Introduction
Israel had 600,000 prophets...Why weren’t they publicized? Because they weren’t needed

for later generations... In the future, Hashem will Bring them to publicize their prophecy
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