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For the Love of the Game: A Chabad Approach
to the Essence of the Soul

1) http://blog.eastbay.com/all/what-does-for-the-love-of-the-game-mean/

You’ve heard the term “For the Love of the Game,” but what does it really mean?

The love for the game is shown differently by every person. It can mean playing late nights on
the playground, waking up before the sunrise to get some extra shooting in, extra line drills
after everyone else has gone home from practice, or sleeping with the ball in your hands every
night. There are countless ways that the love for the game is shown, but when you pick up the
ball and just get that feeling, you know you have the love for the game.

2)Dr. Jonathan Haidt, The Righteous Mind (2012), 25-29
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ognized that their victim claims were bogus, they still refused
to say that the act was OK. Instead, they kept searching for
another victim. They said things like “I know it’s wrong, but
I just can’t think of a reason why.” They seemed to be mor-

ally dumbfounded—rendered speechless by their inability to
explain Verbguy what they knew intuitively.*
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3)Rabbi Zev Reichman, Flames of Faith: An Introduction to Chasidic Thought (2014), 115
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In Psalms it is written, Ve-od meat ve-ain rasha, which lite
o little bit [of time] and there will be no more evil” (ps, 37:10). However
Chasidim interpret the verse to mean that within every person “there 15;
little bit that is not evil.” Even when one commits many sins and it seems
that the person is entirely corrupt there is a little bit that is faultless, A
small part of the sinner always wanted and still desires holiness. This od
meat, “little bit,” is the voice of the yechidah. In Yiddish, this is called the
pintele yid, the small and indestructible Jewish spark of faith.
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Isaiah proclaims, Ve-ammeich kullam tzaddikim, “[Members of ] Your
nation are all righteous” (Isa. 60:21). This verse is also understandable
in the light of yechidah. Since every Jew at his or her deepest level wants
to serve God, from that perspective he or she never wanted to perform
any sins and is completely saintly. Based on yechidah, all of Jewry is
guaranteed a portion of eternal reward united in the perfect fellowship
of pure virtue and total observance.?"°
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“It sort of makes you stop and think, doesn’ it.”
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