
AYIN TOVA & AYIN HARA 
Sponsored by Jake and Karen Abilevitz in memory of Jake’s Beloved Parents, אליהו בן אבא ז"ל & לאה בת אברהם ז"ל 

and Karen’s brother  יהושע בן שמעון דב ז"ל 
 

A) Mishna Avos 2:9 
He [r. Johanan] said unto them: go forth and observe which is the good way 
unto which a man should cleave? R. Eliezer said, a good eye… 
He [further] said unto them: go forth and observe which is the evil way from 
which a man should remove himself far?r. Eliezer said, an evil eye… 

אמר להם צאו וראו איזוהי דרך ישרה 
ידבק בה האדם רבי אליעזר אומר עין ש

 דרך איזוהי וראו צאו להם אמר... טובה
 אליעזר רבי האדם ממנה שיתרחק רעה

רע... עין אומר :  
 

1) RAMBAM 

 
 

2) SEFORNO 

 
3) MEIRI 

 
 

4) RABBEINU YONAH 

 
5) ABARBANEL 

 

 



We learnt elsewhere: If he cut it into 
separate tiles, placing sand between each 
tile: R. Eliezer declared it clean, and the 
Sages declared it unclean; and this was 
the oven of 'Aknai.Why [the oven of] 
'Aknai? — Said Rab Judah in Samuel's 
name: [It means] that they encompassed 
it with arguments as a snake, and proved 
it unclean. It has been taught: On that 
day R. Eliezer brought forward every 
imaginable argument, but they did not 
accept them. Said he to them: 'If the 
halachah agrees with me, let this carob-
tree prove it!' Thereupon the carob-tree 
was torn a hundred cubits out of its place 
— others affirm, four hundred cubits. 
'No proof can be brought from a carob-
tree,' they retorted. Again he said to 
them: 'If the halachah agrees with me, let 
the stream of water prove it!' Whereupon 
the stream of water flowed backwards — 
'No proof can be brought from a stream 
of water,' they rejoined. Again he urged: 
'If the halachah agrees with me, let the 
walls of the schoolhouse prove it,' 
whereupon the walls inclined to fall. But 
R. Joshua rebuked them, saying: 'When 
scholars are engaged in a halachic 
dispute, what have ye to interfere?' 
Hence they did not fall, in honour of R. 
Joshua, nor did they resume the upright, 
in honour of R. Eliezer; and they are still 
standing thus inclined. Again he said to 
them: 'If the halachah agrees with me, let 
it be proved from Heaven!' Whereupon a 
Heavenly Voice cried out: 'Why do ye 
dispute with R. Eliezer, seeing that in all 
matters the halachah agrees with him!' 
But R. Joshua arose and exclaimed: 'It is 
not in heaven.' What did he mean by 
this? — Said R. Jeremiah: That the Torah had already been given at Mount Sinai; we pay no attention to a Heavenly Voice, 
because Thou hast long since written in the Torah at Mount Sinai, After the majority must one incline. R. Nathan met Elijah and 
asked him: What did the Holy One, Blessed be He, do in that hour? — He laughed [with joy], he replied, saying, 'My sons have 
defeated Me, My sons have defeated Me.' It was said: On that day all objects which R. Eliezer had declared clean were brought 
and burnt in fire. Then they took a vote and excommunicated him. Said they, 'Who shall go and inform him?' 'I will go,' 
answered R. Akiba, 'lest an unsuitable person go and inform him, and thus destroy the whole world.' What did R. Akiba do? He 
donned black garments and wrapped himself in black,  and sat at a distance of four cubits from him. 'Akiba,' said R. Eliezer to 
him, 'what has particularly happened to-day?' 'Master,' he replied, 'it appears to me that thy companions hold aloof from thee.' 
Thereupon he too rent his garments, put off his shoes, removed [his seat] and sat on the earth, whilst tears streamed from his 
eyes. The world was then smitten: a third of the olive crop, a third of the wheat, and a third of the barley crop. Some say, the 
dough in women's hands swelled up.  A Tanna taught: Great was the calamity that befell that day, for everything at which R. Eliezer 
cast his eyes was burned up. R. Gamaliel too was travelling in a ship, when a huge wave arose to drown him. 'It appears to me,' he 
reflected, 'that this is on account of none other but R. Eliezer b. Hyrcanus.' Thereupon he arose and exclaimed, 'Sovereign of the 
Universe! Thou knowest full well that I have not acted for my honour, nor for the honour of my paternal house, but for Thine, so that 
strife may not multiply in Israel! 'At that the raging sea subsided.  Ima Shalom was R. Eliezer's wife, and sister to R. Gamaliel. From 
the time of this incident onwards she did not permit him to fall upon his face. Now a certain day happened to be New Moon, but she 
mistook a full month for a defective one. Others say, a poor man came and stood at the door, and she took out some bread to him. [On 
her return] she found him fallen on his face. 'Arise,' she cried out to him, 'thou hast slain my brother.' In the meanwhile an 
announcement was made from the house of Rabban Gamaliel that he had died. 'Whence dost thou know it?' he questioned her. 'I have 
this tradition from my father's house: All gates are locked, excepting the gates of wounded feelings.' 



CHAGIGA 3B 
 

Once R. Jose b. Durmaskith15 went to pay his respects to R. Eliezer at Lod.16 
Said the latter to him: What new thing was taught in College today? He 

replied: They decided by vote that in Ammon and Moab17 the tithe of the 
poor should be given in the seventh year.18 Said [R. Eliezer] to him: Jose, 

stretch forth thine hands and lose thy sight.19 He stretched forth his hands 
and lost his sight. R. Eliezer [then] wept and said: The counsel of the Lord is 

with them that fear Him,’ and His covenant, to make them know it.20 He 
[then] said to him: Go, say to them: Be not concerned about your voting,21 

thus have I received a tradition from Rabban22 Johanan b. Zakkai, who heard 
[it] from his teacher, and his teacher from his teacher, that it is a halachah of 

Moses from Sinai23 that in Ammon and Moab the tithe of the poor is to be 
given in the seventh year. What is the reason? — Many cities were conquered 

by those who came up from Egypt, which were not conquered by those who 
came up from Babylon; since the first consecration24 held [only] for the 

time,25 but did not hold for the future [permanently],26 therefore they were 
left27 in order that the poor might be sustained upon them in the seventh 

year. It is taught: When his mind was calmed, he said: May it be granted that 
Jose's sight be restored.28 And it was restored. 

 
 שו"ת אגרות משה חלק אה"ע ג סימן כו

בענין עין הרע ודאי יש לחוש אבל אין להקפיד הרבה כי בדברים כאלו הכלל מאן דלא קפיד לא קפדינן בהדיה, כהאדמצינו בזוגות 
להתעבר שיהיה שייך עיןהרע ואין להקפיד בזה בפסחים דף ק"י. אבל איני רואה בזה שאשה צעירה שהוא כדרך העולם  

 
Shiurei Harav, HaDarom 61 

 

 


