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CHAVRUSA

HILCHOS MEZUZAH

The Torah commands us to affix
Mezuzos on our doorposts in the familiar
verse from the Shema: "Ukhesavtam al
mezuzos beisekha uvishearekha.” Many of
the laws relating to Mezuzah center on a
comprehensive understanding of each
word in the verse, Bayis, Sha'ar and
Mezuzos.

BAYIS

While the colloquial translation of Bayis
is "house,” the Halacha defines it for Hil-
chos Mezuzah purposes more broadly, as
any enclosed dwelling area. To be consi-
dered a dwelling area, a room must be
large enough to dwell in and must be ac-
tually used for some type of dwelling.

'SIZE — The Gemnara teaches that the
minimum size for a dwelling area is four
cubits by four cubits.! Since there is a gen-
eral controversy about the conversion of a
cubit to modern measures, there is also a
dispute about the four cubit standard.
While one would be advised to affix a
Mezuzah even if the area is four square
cubits according to Rav Chaim Noe's opin-
ion,” (approximately 6 feet 3.6 inches per
side),® a blessing should not be recited
until the room meets one ‘of the larger
Shiurim. Rav Moshe Feinstein z"tl main-
tains that if the area is seven feet and three
inches by seven feet and three inches, one
should affix a Mezuzah with a Brachah.*
The Chazon Ish requires the area to be
approximately 7 feet and 7.2 inches

.squared to permit the recitation of a

Brachah.®

The requirement that an area meet a
minimum size so as to qualify as a dwelling
area raises a controversy among the
Rishonim. According to the Rosh, both the
length and width of the area must be at
least four cubits long, permitting a person
to live in the room.® However, the Rambam
holds that a dwelling area requires 16
square cubits, even if the room is 8 cubits
by 2 cubits.” Due to this controversy the
Shach writes that in such a situation,
where an area has 16 square cubits, but is
lacking either the minimum length or
width of four cubits, a Mezuzah should be
affixed without a Brachah.?

What if the area meets the required di-
mensions, but is cluttered with furniture
or appliances that reduce the area availa-
ble for dwelling? In this case, the decisors
agree that movables do not count towards
reducing the 16 square cubits and a
Brachah should be recited as long as the
length and width of the room are each
four cubits.® However, the Poskim debate
whether the Halacha is the same regarding
furniture which is attached to the

by Rabbi Boruch Simon

ground.* Therefore, a room which is only
four cubits by four cubits and contains
furniture attached to the floor, should have
a Mezuzah affixed without a Brachah."
Closets — One common situation that
raises questions relating to the four cubit
standard is a walk-in closet. (A closet
which is not a walk-in is clearly exempt
from a Mezuzah.)*? Where a walk-in closet
contains the required 4 cubits by 4 cubits,
a Mezuzah should be affixed on the right
door post of the closet as one enters from
outside the closet into the closet. However,
where the closet is not 4 cubits by 4 cubits
Rabbi Akiva Eiger holds that if the closet
is adjacent to a room which is 4 cubits by
4 cubits, a Mezuzah should be affixed on
the right side of the door of the closet as
one walks from inside the closet to the
adjacent room.*® Rabbi Akiva Eiger's opin-
ion is that while the closet itseif is too
small to warrant a Mezuzah, the entrance
to the closet receives a Mezuzah since it
is also a door into the adjacent room,
which meets the required dimensions. The
opinion of Rabbi Akiva Eiger is debated by
many Achronim who maintain that no
Mezuzah is required in this situation.**
The Definition of “Dwelling” — While
it is clear that a room in which people eat
or sleep is a “dwelling area,” there is a dis-
pute among the Rishonim as to whether
a room used only for storage falls within
the definition of Bayis.® The Shulchan
Aruch includes a storage room in the list
of areas requiring a Mezuzah.'® Based on
this Psak, many Poskim maintain that there
is an obligation to affix a Mezuzah on the
entrance of a storage room or a garage.”
A similar question arises with respect to
a store or office.’® While the Shulchan
Aruch maintains that a store is exempt
from Mezuzah, many Achronim explain
that the Shulchan Aruch refers only to a
temporary store erected temporarily dur-
ing a city fair, similar to the Din of a Succah
on Succos which is mentioned in the same
Sif:° According to these authorities a con-
temporary, permanent store requires a
Mezuzah. However, the Taz explains that
the Shulchan Aruch meant to exempt all
stores if no one lives in the store at night.**
Due to this Machlokes many Achronim
maintain that a Mezuzah should be affixed
without a brocha.*?
Dwelling Areas Which Do Not Require
a Mezuzah — Certain areas, although
used for dwelling, are nevertheless exempt
from Mezuzah. One such example is a Beis
Knesses?® The Gemara tells us in
Maseches Yoma that a holy domain is
exempt from Mezuzah.?* The use of a par-
ticular area for only Kedusha purposes

does not constitute a halachic dwelling
area.?® However, if somebody actually lives
in the Beis Haknesses then there would be
an obligation to affix a Mezuzah.*® Of
course, while there is no obligation to affix
a Mezuzah to a Beis Knesses, one may opt
to have one.?”

The exemption of a Beis Knesses from
Mezuzah only applies to the actual
sanctuary in which the davening is con-
ducted and perhaps the hallway leading
to that room; however;' adjacent rooms
used for other purposes may be obligated
in Mezuzah if used sufficiently to consti-
tute dwelling.?®

The poskim debate whether a Beis Med-
rash has the same status as a Beis Knesses
regarding the obligation of Mezuzah.** The
Shach explains that the opinion obligating
a Beis Medrash in Mezuzah refers to a Beis
Medrash in which people learn for a sub-
stantial part of the day. This constant use
leads us to consider the Beis Medrash as
a Makom Dira.?® The Shuichan Aruch rules
that it is proper to take into account the
stringent opinion regarding a Beis Med-
rash and to affix a Mezuzah without a
Brachah.®* According to all opinions, a Beis
Medrash which was built with the condi-
tion that it be used for eating and drinking
in addition to Torah study would be obli-
gated in Mezuzah.**

While a synagogue is exempt from
Mezuzah because of its kedusha, the Gem-
ara also teaches that an area used primar-
ily for a purpose lacking Kavod, such as a
bathroom, should not receive a
mezuzah.*

Rental Apartments — The obligation
of Mezuzah applies even if one is only
renting a Bayis>* although, the Rishonim
argue whether this obligation is Deoraish
or Drabanan.® Certain leniencies apply to
rental apartments. For example, the Gem-
ara states that in the Diaspora one is only
obligated to affix the Mezuzah on the 31st
day of the person's living in the rental
dwelling.®® The Avnei Nezer mentions
another leniency: Since, under the major-
ity view; the obligation of Mezuzah on a
Bayis Sechurah is only Midrabanan--to pre-
vent an observer from suspecting that the
renter actually owns the building and has
failed to fulfill his obligation—the rabbinic
obligation does not apply where this prob-
lem is not relevant. For this reason, a hos-
pital patient need not place a Mezuzah on
his door even if he remains for over 30
days.?”

The Derech HaChaim holds that the 30
day exemption period applies only to an
individual who is renting a place for 30
days or less. However, if the rental period
extends beyond 30 days, the obligation of
Mezuzah begins immediately®® Rav

Moshe Feinstein zt"l writes that although
(Continued on page 5)
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MEZUZAH

{Continued from page 4)

the opinion of the Derech HaChaim is a
minority view, it is proper to be Machmir
for this opinion and affix the Mezuzah im-
mediately upon moving in. Rav Moshe zt"]

‘also suggests that it may be preferable to

recite the Brachah on the 31st day, either
by first removing the Mezuzah and then
replacing it, o, if that is too troublesome,
by just placing one's hand on the Mezuzah
and reciting the Brachah.?®

SHAAR

In addition to the obligation of an area
called a Bayis, the Torah also obligates us
to put a Mezuzah on the entrance of the
gate of a city surrounded by a wall (ten
Tefachim high, approximately 3 feet)*® if
the majority of the inhabitants are
Jewish.*' For example, the section of
Brooklyn called Seagate, which is sur-
rounded by walls and populated primarily
by Jews, would be obligated in Mezuzah**®
if not for our fear that the Mezuzah would
be taken and mutilated.*? Similarly, the
gateway of an enclosed courtyard requires
a Mezuzah*?

The Rambam maintains that the Torah's

use of the word u-b'sharekha** teaches
that a Mezuzah obligation arises only
when an entranceway (even to a bayis) has
a door attached to it.** Qur practice is to
place a mezuzah even on an entranceway
without a door;*® however, since the Ram-
bam maintains that this entrance is
exempt, a Brachah should not be recited.*”
Afolding or sliding door also has the status
of a door and a Brachah may be recited.*®
Another corrolary: if one has an entrance
without a door and is planning to attach
a door; he should do so before affixing the
mezuzah.*®

MEZUZOS

If an area qualifies as a bayis or sha'ar,
the Torah obligates us to place a Mezuzah
on the right side post of the entrance (el
mezuzos). The Shulchan Aruch explains
that aroom is only obligated in the Mitzvah
of Mezuzah if the entrance has two
Mezuzos and a Mashkaf.>° Mezuzos refers
to two vertical side posts, slightly less than
3 feet high with a minimum distance of 15
inches between them.® A Mashkof means
a horizontal lintel or arch over both side
posts. The Shach maintains that even if
only the right vertical post and the top
lintel are present, one should affix a
Mezuzah, although without a Brachah.5?

The requirement of side posts is fulfilled
even if there are no delineated side posts
but only a door post formed by the edges
of the wall.*® The Rosh goes even further
and says that the ends of two parallel walls
qualify as two side posts.>* The Chazon
Ish writes that one should affix a Mezuzah

in such a situation without a Brachah.5
The requirement of a Mashkof can not be
satisfied by the ceiling, unless there is a
drop in the ceiling over the two side
posts.5®

Side posts erected only to support a ceil-
ing or protrusion are exempt from
Mezuzah®” In addition, in a situation
where one has two Mezuzos and a
Mashkof but the doorway does not divide
two separate areas which have different
uses from each other, there is no require-
ment to affix a Mezuzah.’3

Placement of Mezuzah

Right Door Post — The Mezuzah is
attached to the right door post as one en-
ters a room.*® One of the most difficult
halachic issues relating to Mezuzah is de-
ciding which is the right side when it is
not clear which direction is “into” the
room. For example, if there are two adja-
cent rooms with a door in between them,
the right door post from the perspective
of a person walking into one room is the
left door post to the person walking into
the other room. Five rules guide our deter-
mination of the right side according to
many opinions.®® They are listed here in
the order of their priority:

1) Where there is an entrance between
an area exempt from Mezuzah (ie. a city
street) and an area obligated in Mezuzah
lie. a house) the Mezuzah should be af-
fixed on the right side as one enters the
area that requires a Mezuzah.

2) When there are two, adjacent rooms
and one can only be reached through the
other, the Mezuzah should be placed on
the right post as one enters the innerroom.

3) If both adjacent rooms are accessible
from other rooms, the halacha looks to the
flow of traffic between the rooms. If mem-
bers of the household walk more often
from one room to the other, the second
room is considered the “inner” room, and
the Mezuzah should be placed on the right
side as one enters the room.®

4) If the door between the two adjacent
rooms is used equally from both direc-
tions, the room which is more frequently
used is considered the main room and
therefore the Mezuzah should be affixed
on the right side going from the room used
less frequently to the room used more fre-
quently.®?

5) If the traffic flows equally between
both rooms and the rooms are used with
equal frequency, we follow the Heker Tzir
— which means (the way doors are con-
structed today) the direction in which the
door opens. If the door between Room A
and Room B opens into Room B, the
Mezuzah is affixed on the right side enter-
ing Room B.®® The Minhag of Chabad is to
follow the Heker Tzir, rather then follow-

ing rules 2-4, except for the outside doors,
where the Mezuzah is placed an the right
side as one enters the building regardiess
of Heker Tzir®*

Porch or Terrace

The Taz maintains that if a house opens
into a totally enclosed backyard or terrace
which is 4 cubits by 4 cubits, a Mezuzah
should be affixed on the right side as one
walks from the house to the terrace or
backyard.®® This opinion maintains that
the backyard, being a Chatzer, is obligated
in a Mezuzah on its own right and there-
fore is governed by rule number two. Rav
Moshe Feinstein zt"l concurred with this
view.®® However, the Beis Meyer holds that
since a Chatzer is only obligated because
it leads to the house, which seems to be
the opinion of the Rambam®’ and Rab-
beinu Manovach,® the Mezuzah should be
on the right side going into the home.®°
Rav Henkin zt"] concurred with this opin-
ion.” The Chazon Ish zt"l maintains that
there is a doubt regarding the entire obli-
gation of a Chatzer that does not openinto
a Rishus Harabim. However, he still con-
cludes that one should place the Mezuzah
on the right side going into the house.”

It should be noted that although an area
normally requires a ceiling to be obligated
In Mezuzah, a chatzer is nevertheless ob-
ligated either because it is natural for it
not to have a ceiling or because its obliga-
tion is not because of itself but rather be-
cause it leads into the houses.™®

Affixing the Mezuzah

The entire Mezuzah should be placed
within the top third of the post.”? While it
is preferable to affix the Mezuzah in the
lower portion of the top third of the post,”®
most opinions permit placing the
Mezuzah up to the top Tefach of the post.”
Where the side posts are extremely tall,”
the average person's shoulder height
should be considered the beginning of the
top third.”®

In a situation where the top of the entr-
ance is in the form of an archway, there is
an obligation as well for a Mezuzah.” Ac-
cording to the Rambam, the vertical side
posts at least ten Tefachim high are the
halachic Mezuzos and the Mashkofbegins
with the beginning of the curvature.”® Ac-

cording to Rashi the curved part counts

toward the Mezuzos as long as there is a
4 Tefachim width. Once there is no longer
a 4 Tefachim width between the Mezuzos,
the Mashkof begins.” As a rule of thumb,
the Mezuzah should generally be placed
on the vertical side post a Tefach away from
where the arch begins.??
If a stationary wall (i.e. the stationary glass
of a sliding door) as tall as the “side post”
protrudes from the side post for the length
(Continued on page 6)
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CHAVRUSA

MEZUZAH

(Continued from page 5)

of at least a Tefach, the side of the wall is
considered the halachic side post and the
Mezuzah should be affixed on the side of
the wall.** However, if the wall which prot-
rudes from the side post is not the same
height as the side post (i.e. a low gate ad-
jacent to the side post) a discussion among
the Achronim emerges.”> The Derech
Hachaim writes that if the lower gate is
ten Tefachim high then the Mezuzah
should be attached to the lower gate.®®
However, two later Achronim interpret this
psak differently. The Mikdash Ma‘at qual-
ifies the p'sak and says that it only applies
if the lower gate is high enough so that a
Mezuzah or the gate will still be in the top
third of the entire doorway.®* On the other
hand, the Chovas Hadar asserts that the
Halacha of the Derech Hachaim applies
even if the lower gate does not reach the
top third of the entire doorway.**

The scroll of the Mezuzah should be
rolled from the end of the lines towards
the word Shma.®® The practice of some
not to roll the Mezuzah and to display the
scroll in a flat glass case is greatly frowned
upon.®” After rolling the parchment, one
should place it in a protective case with
Shakai facing upwards.®®

A number of other halachos regarding
the location of the Mezuzah. The Mezuzah
should be in the outer T&fach of the door-
way®® This Halacha applies to all the
Mezuzos in the house, not only to the
Mezuzos of the outside doors.*® Also, the
Mezuzah should be positioned with its top
slanted inward.”® In a situation where this
is not feasible one may place the Mezuzah
totally vertical.®® If the side post is not wide
enough to hold a Mezuzah, the Mezuzah
should be affixed without a Brochah on
the wall next to the doorway within a
Tefach of the doorway.>®

Immediately prior to affixing the
Mezuzah the Brachah Likboah Mezuzah is
recited.®* Before reciting a Brachah one
should make sure that the entrance he is
affixing the Mezuzah indeed requires a
Brachah. In a situation where many
Mezuzos are affixed in the same house
consecutively, one Brachah suffices.”®
However, in two different houses, one
should be Meisiach Da'as between them
and recite a second Brachah on the second
house.®*® If an agent is attaching a
Mezuzah for the Baal Habayis, the agent
should make the Brachah; however, the
Poskim discuss whether the Rambam's
opinion, that the agent makes the Brachah
Al Kevias Mezuzah,® should be followed.”®
Furthermore, the Achronim debate
whether the agent should make the
Brachah even in the presence of the Baal
Habayis or whether the Baal Habayis

(Continued on page 7)
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a. ntinued from page 6)
rould be Motzi the agent.®”
The Mezuzah must be attached at the
P and bottom with nails®® or another
pe of adhesive material that will perma-
ntly secure the Mezuzah.®® The Shach
Ids that if one is affixing the Mezuzah
r only a short time the Mezuzah need

't be held with a permanent type of adhe-
5.:-0

Removing the Mezuzos

Our Chachamim tell us in various places
at a Mezuzah serves as a Shmirah for
%! Tosfos explains that the Din of the
mara that one is forbidden to remove
s Mezuzahs upon leaving his dwelling®?
based on the idea that a Mezuzah is a
mirah and one would be considered
ik the new dweller by removing the
1zuzah.'®® Of course, if one is selling his
use to a non-Jew he should remove his
'zuzah upon departure.!®® In addition,
1e is renting an apartment from a non-
v, he should remove the Mezuzos upon
parture even if the apartment will sub-
juently be rented by a Jew:!%%

the Sefer Mezuzos Melachim records
it only the person moving from the
elling is prohibited from removing the
'ZUZzos. A person moving into a home
1take the existing Mezuzos off provided
it  he immediately affixes new
zuzos!°® In general, it should be noted
tin the cases where the Halachah man-
es that the Mezuzos remain, one may
irge the new owner for the Mezuzos ™7

Checking the Mezuzahs

*he Halachah requires that a Mezuzah
| private individual be checked twice in
en years and that of the public (i.e. gate
he city) twice in 50 years.'% After the
zuzos are checked and found Kosher,
y should be reattached immediately.
ilarly, if the Mezuzahs are not valid, the
v Mezuzahs should be obtained and
ted immediately. If one removed his
zuzos to be checked and had a Hesech
la'as in the interim (i.e. he gave it to the
2r and continued on with his ac-
ies),'” a new Brachah should be re-
d upon reaffixing the Mezuzahs even
1ey are found to be valid.

uch Simon is a member of the Gruss Kollel
n at RIETS.

KINUS T'SHUVA
he Annual Hausman Kinus Tshuva
sture will be delivered by Rabbl
ef Blau, Mashgiach Ruchani of
TS on Thursday, Sept. 12, 1991 at 3:00
in the Tanenbaum Haill,

MIPI SEFORIM
(Continued from page 2)

Beit Yitzchak 23 {5751). Published by the
Student Organization of Yeshiva — Rabbi
Isaac Elchanan Theological Seminary. The
present volume contains chidrushei Torah
by the former and present Roshei Yeshiva
and talmidir divided into three sections:
The Shiurim of Rabbi Joseph B. Sol-
oveitchik as recorded by his talmidim; arti-
cles on Masechet Beitza by the Roshei
Yeshiva; and various topics beginning with
a hitherto unpublished manuscript, found
in the Gottesman Library, of a shiur given
by Dr. Samuel Belkin zt‘] in memory of
Rabbi Moshe Soloveitchik z“tl.

PERSONALS
(Continued from page 8)

Rabbi Abner Groff on the loss of his
father, Irwin I. Groff.

Rabbi Mitchell Ackerson on the loss
his mother, Josephine.

Rabbi Samuel Glasser on the loss of
his father, Azriel.

Rabbi Morton Summer on the loss of
his mother.

Rabbi Herbert Bomzer on the loss of
his brother, George.

Rabbis Bernard and Nathan Lander
on the loss of their mother, Goldie.

Rabbi David Winter on the loss of his
mother, Fanny.

Rabbi Solomon Drillman on the loss
of his mother, Mindel.

Necrology
Rabbi Israel Tabak,'29
Rabbi Ephraim S. Kolatch,'41
Rabbi Jacob Rand,'67

FOOTNOTES
(Continued from page 6)
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OLAM HAMACHSHAVA: .
Hakafot — Moving In Circies
by Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik

The verse ‘I wash my hands in inno-
cence, so that I may encircle Your altar,
Hashem” (Ps. 26:10) is an admonition that
before we approach the altar in worship,
we should cleanse ourselves of evil deeds.
You cannot come to God with dirty hands.
Though this teaching is widely applied,
Rashi and the Yalkut relate the verse spec-
ifically to the festival of Sukkot because
only on this holiday do we circle the altar,
Hakafot. The verse, according to Rashi, in-
forms us that “the (mitzvah of the) Arba
Minirm may not be acquired through theft.
A stolen lulav is invalid.”

The Yalkut elaborates further: ‘I wash my
hands in innocence — the lulav was ac-
quired through purchase, not through
theft, as it says: U'lekahtem lakhemn, “You
shall acquire for yourself (legitimately) on
the first day of Sukkot, (Lev. 23:30); so that
I may encircle your altar, Hashem— Every
day ({of Sukkot), they encircled the
mizbe'ah (altar) once. What was the man-
ner of the Hakafah? All Jews, old and
young, held the lulav in their right hand
and the etrog in their left hand, and they
did one Hakafah.That day (Hashana Rabba)
they did seven Hakafot. R. Hiyah said: The
number seven is reminiscent of Jerico
(which was encircled seven times, initiat-
ing the conquest of Eretz Yisrael, whose
produce the Arba Minim celebrate—
Joshua 6:4). This was the procedure when
there was a mizbe'ah. Nowadays, (the Tem-
ple having been destroyed), the hazan
stands, like an angel of God, with a Sefer
Torah in his arms, and the congregation
encircles him as it had (previously) the
mizbe'ah” (Yalkut, Ps. 26:6).”

The above selection appears in Man of Faith in

the Modern World—Reflections of the Rav by
Rabbi Abraham R. Besdin. .
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