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Tishah b'Av: A Matter of Trust 8 ’
R’ Mordechai Torczyner — torczyner@gmail.com %

To receive notification of future online classes and more. htfps://torontotorah.com/wh

1. Paul Thagard, PhD What is Trust2 Psychology Today
But what is truste Here are some possibilities:
1) Trustis a set of behaviors, such as acting in ways that depend on another.
2) Trust is a belief in a probability that a person will behave in certain ways.
3) Trust is an abstract mental attitude toward a proposition that someone is dependable.
4) Trust is a feeling of confidence and security that a partner cares...

2. Working Definition: A feeling of confidence that someone else will honour expectations (commitments, relationships,
values), even when doing so would conflict with their personal desires.

The First Tishah b'Av

3. Talmud, Taanit 29a
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“On Tishah b'Av it was decreed upon our ancestors that they would not enter the land” — How do we know this2 As it

is written.... And it is written, “And the entire group raised and gave forth their voices, and the nation cried that night.”

Rabbah cited Rabbi Yochanan: That night was the night of Tishah b'Av. Gd said to them: You cried for nothing; | will

establish for you crying for generations.

4. Yehoshua 2:1
And Yehoshua bin Nun sent, from Shittim, two men, meraglim, secretly, saying: Go see the land, and Yericho...

5. Malbim to 2:1
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There are two types of emissary. If the nation sends farim to see whether the land is good or not [meaning, to see
whether it warrants fighting or not], then they send a leader from each tribe. They do not depend on lesser men, and
no tribe depends on another tribe’s emissary. Each sends one upon whom they will depend, for he will check to see
whether the land is suited for his tribe and its business, whether farming or shepherding or trade or shipping... But not
if one sends a meragel, such that they have decided to conquer it and they send only to see the ervah of the land, from
which place they can conquer it easily. They send one or two from the nation, a military officer...

The Two Temples
6. Divrei haYamim I 13:17
And Aviyah and his army struck them mightily, and five hundred thousand corpses of Yisrael, young men, fell.

7. Yeshayahu 58:4 (based on Malbim)
You fast in order to fight and torment, and to strike with a wicked fist...

8. Yirmiyahu 20:2, 38:6

And Pashchur struck Yirmiyahu the prophet, and he placed him upon the stocks at the upper gate of Benjamin in the
house of Gd.

And they took Yirmiyahu and they threw him into the pit of Malkiyahu the prince in the yard of imprisonment, and they
lowered Yirmiyahu in ropes, and there was no water in the pit, but only clay, and Yirmiyahu sunk into the clay.
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9. Nechemiah 5:1-3

And the cries of the nation and their wives were great, to their Judean brothers. Some of them said: We have given our
sons and daughters for interest payments, to buy grain, to eat and live. And some said: We have given our fields,
vineyards and houses as collateral, to buy grain in the time of hunger....

10. Talmud, Menachot 109b
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When he was dying, [Shimon haTzaddik] said, "My son, Chonyo, shall serve in my place." Chonyo's brother Shimi,
who was two and a half years older than Chonyo, was jealous. He said to Chonyo, "l will teach you the order of
service." He dressed Chonyo in a leather tunic and girded him with an ornamental belt and led him to the altar. He
then told the other kohanim, "See what this one vowed and fulfilled for his beloved! 'On the day | will serve as high
priest, | will wear your leather tunic and ornamental belt!"" The other kohanim wished to kill Chonyo; he fled, and they
pursued him. He went to Alexandria in Egypt... This was Rabbi Meir's version...

11.Talmud, Bava Kama 82b-83a
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Our sages taught: When the members of the Hasmonean house besieged each other, Hyrcanus was inside [Jerusalem]
and Aristobulus was outside, and the people inside would lower a box of dinarim out each day, and those outside
would send up the daily offerings. An elder there, who knew Greek wisdom, said: As long as they are involved in the
service, they will not be given into your hands. The next day, the people inside lowered a box of dinarim and those
outside sent up a pig [Maharsha: Rome]. When it reached the midpoint of the wall, it stabbed its nails into the wall and
Israel shook 400 parsah by 400 parsah. At that time they declared a curse against those who raise pigs and who teach
their children Greek wisdom.

12.Talmud, Yoma 9b
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Why was the first Temple destroyed? Because of three things: Idolatry, immorality and bloodshed. Idolatry as it is
written... But in the second Temple, when they were involved in Torah, mitzvot and acts of generosity, why was it
destroyed? Because there was baseless hatred... But was there not baseless hatred in the first Temple? Ezekiel 21:17
says, “[Cry out and wail, son of man, for it was upon My nation, it was in all of the leaders of Israel,] My nation was
gathered to the sword, therefore, strike your thigh,” and Rabbi Elazar said: These are people who eat and drink with
each other, and stab each other with the swords of their tongues! This was regarding the leaders of Israel. ..

13. Francis Fukuyama, The Economics of Trust, National Review (August 14, 1995)
A nation’s well-being, as well as its ability to compete economically, is conditioned by a single, pervasive cultural
characteristic: the level of trust inherent in the society.

14. Francis Fukuyama, Social Capital and the Global Economy, Foreign Affairs (September/October 1995)

Virtually all economic activity, from running a laundry to building the latest-generation microprocessor, is carried out not
by individuals but by organizations that require a high degree of social cooperation. As economists argue, the ability
to form organizations depends on institutions like property rights, contracts, and a system of commercial law. But it also
depends on a prior sense of moral community, that is, an unwritten set of ethical rules or norms that serve as the basis
of social trust...




15. Rabbi Aharon Lichtenstein, 8/16/05 letter to Rabbi Avraham Shapira, Tradition 40:1, pg. 21

With respect to values and principles that divide Israeli society, regarding which there is no consensus defining a
particular initiative as patently illegal and immoral, selective refusal of orders is impossible. Refusal on the right invites
refusal on the left, and vice versa. The result is a divided and disjointed army, part of which dissents and abstains from
an initiative in one direction, and the other rejects initiatives in the opposite direction. The damage to the unity and
cohesion of the army and to the readiness for mutual dedication and sacrifice is clear. And as a result, the IDF's ability
to carry out its missions and its power of deterrence are eroded. One need not be a great general or statesman to
understand the possible implications.

16. Talmud, Shabbat 97a
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One who suspects the righteous will suffer bodily harm, as in Shemot 4:1, “They will not believe me,” when it was
revealed before Gd that Israel would believe. Gd told him: They are believers, children of believers, and in the end you
will not believe! They are believers, as in Shemot 4:31, “And the nation believed.” They are children of believers, as in
Bereishit 15:6, “And he believed Gd.” In the end you will not believe, as in, Bamidbar 20:12, “Because you did not
believe Me.” How do we know he was harmed?2 Shemot 4:6, “And Gd said to him: Put your hand inside again.”

17.Rambam (12 century Egypt), Mishneh Torah, Hilchot Sanhedrin 20:5
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If two come before you, one kosher and one wicked, do not say, “Since he is wicked, and known to lie, and the other
one is known not to speak falsely, | will tilt the verdict against the wicked one.”

18. Rabbi Yosef Babad (19" century Galicia and Poland), Minchat Chinuch 81
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The Torah warns not to assume the wicked one is a liar during judgment; both are the same. Logically, one could have
assumed he would lie, but the Torah warns against this.

The Troubled Torah of Trust

19. Yirmiyahu 17:5-7

So declares Gd: Cursed be the man who trusts in people, placing flesh as his strength, and from Gd his heart strays...
Blessed be the man who trusts in Gd...

20. Tehillim 146:3-4
Do not trust princes, a son of man who cannot save. His spirit leaves him and he returns to his earth...

21.Talmud, Sotah 49b
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Chutzpah will increase... one’s enemies will be his household, the face of the generation will be the face of the dog,
the son will not be embarrassed before his father, and upon what can we depend? On our Father in Heaven.

22. Masechet Derech Eretz, Pirkei Ben Azzai 3:3
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All people should be as bandits in your eyes, and honour them like Rabban Gamliel.

23.Rambam (12 century Egypt), Mishneh Torah, Hilchot Shegagot 13:6
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If the rabbinical court ruled in error, and the nation knew they had erred and that one should not accept their ruling,
and yet the nation followed their ruling, all of them are exempt from a korban. The rabbinical court is exempt because
the nation was not fooled by their ruling, and those who did it are exempt because they acted intentionally, knowing
that the court had erred and that they shouldn’t do this.

24.Rambam (12 century Egypt), Mishneh Torah, Hilchot Yesodei haTorah 9:3
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If one who is known to us as a prophet fells us to violate one of the mitzvot stated in the Torah, or many mitzvot, whether
light or severe, temporarily, then it is a mitzvah it obey him. And so we have learned from the early sages by tradition;
in all matters, if a prophet tells you to trespass the words of the Torah, like Eliyahu on Mount Carmel, listen to him, other
than for idolatry. But this is only where the order is temporary...

The Ultimate Trust
25.Talmud, Sanhedrin 38b
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Rav Yehudah said, citing Rav: When Gd wished to create Man, He created a group of ministering malachim and said,
"Do you wish for us to make Man in our image?" They said, "Master of the Universe, what are his deeds2" He replied,
"Such and such." They said, "Master of the Universe, 'What is Man that You remember him, etc.2" He extended His
finger among them and burned them. The same happened with a second set. The third set said before Him: Master of
the Universe, what good did the first accomplish with what they said2 The entire world is Yours, do whatever You want
with Your world. When the generation of the Flood and the generation of the Dispersion came, whose acts were corrupt,
they said before Gd: Master of the Universe, didn't the earlier groups speak correctly before You2 He responded: “Until
old age | am He, and until old age | will be patient, efc. (Isaiah 46)”

26. Midrash, Sifri Devarim 307
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“Gd of faith” — He had faith in the universe, and He created it.



