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Although the people had already sought Moses’ aid to pray for their recovery,
they had to act for themselves as well. Gazing at the copper se:rpenl s?rved asa
form of prayer and contrition before Hashem. We learn an interesting lesson
from this: It is not sufficient to ask a righteous person to pray on behalf of
someone in distress; the person who is suffering must himself reach out to
Hashem in prayer in order to be answered. A similar idea may be d_erived from
a verse in Shemuel (I 12:23)% “Also 1. .. will not refrain from praying for you,
but fear Hashem and serve Him in truth.” In this verse, Samuel intimates by his
use of the word “also” that his prayers were only of secondary importance in

comparison to their own,
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