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Wisdom of Solomon: Mishlei Week 2: Message / A Jewish Book?

R’ Mordechai Torczyner — torczyner@torontotorah.com
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What is a Mashal2 (continued)
1. The “mashal” in Tanach - Is it always poetice
e Shemuel | 10:12 - “Is Shaul also among the prophetse”
e Shemuel | 24:13 - “From the wicked emerges wickedness”
o Yechezkel 16:44 - “Like mother, like daughter”
o Yechezkel 18:2 — “Fathers ate underripe figs, and the teeth of children shall be set on edge?”

2. Prof. Mordechai Zer-Kavod, “7wn 9502 m7°n, regarding Mishlei 27:14
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In the new commentary, the German and English, the verse is taught regarding one who blesses “one way verbally and
another in the heart,” and they omit the qualifying “rising early in the morning” for reasons of meter. But the early
translations [of Mishlei] did not know yet of the decree of meters invented by the later ones, and they explained the
verse word for word... Now we see that specifically those words “rising early in the meaning,” which extend the first
half, are the key to explaining the riddle. The early sage did not yet know that he was not allowed to speak a mashal-
riddle in prose. He sinned, and this sin is common in the book of Mishlei.

What is the Message?
3. Prof. Avigdor Hurvitz, Mikra I"Yisrael: Mishlei pg. 52
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...Not a small portion of the teachings of Mishlei and its counsel springs from the idealistic desires of general society,
and from the desire to shape a good and righteous society.

4. A list of terms for “wisdom” in the book of Mishlei, with Malbim’s explanations

e Four intellectual traits
o ny7  Clear knowledge, achieved by intellect or experience (1:4)
o mman  Analysis, fo be able to distinguish a good path from a bad path (1:1)
o mm3 Comprehension; the ability to learn and understand that which is outside of one’s self (1:1)
o ww Intuitive understanding (13:15)

o Three intellectual activities, which make use of the intellectual traits
o mmw  Depth of comprehension, not being fooled by the superficial (1:4)
o mmm  Deep thought (and strategy) (1:4)
o mannAssembling connections and ideas (1:5)

5. Prof. Avigdor Hurvitz, Mikra I"Yisrael: Mishlei pg. 29
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The sage is not a static personality, but a growing and evolving personality, learning continually. He has a listening ear

which seeks wisdom (15:31, 18:15, 22:17), he adds learning (1:5), takes mitzvot (10:8), listens to counsel (12:15)...

6. Malbim to Mishlei 1:2
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And mussar - the root is 1-0->, and it links to the verb 2-0-x, but that (1-0-X) refers to restraining the body, and the verb

2-0-> refers to restraint of the soul. It refers to any means through which the soul is restrained from leaving its boundary,
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whether Gd brings yisurin upon a person to bring him back to a good path... or with people, the verb 3-0-> refers to
the mussar given by the greater to the lesser, compelling him to listen to him. In this book it refers to awe of Gd, which
restrains the soul to follow the paths of wisdom...

7. Rabbeinu Yonah, Commentary to Mishlei 1:2
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And chochmah is the trait of the righteous and the paths of truth and justice, which this book will make known and
explain. And mussar is the degradation of the wicked, and informing of the harm and loss which come from them.

8. Rabbi Menachem Meiri, Commentary to Mishlei 1:2 (c/o mgketer.org)
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It hints with chochmah to perfection of intellectual levels, and with mussarto perfection of character.

Q. Prof. Avigdor Hurvitz, Mikra /"Yisrael: Mishlei pg. 34
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It is clear that in the eyes of the book of Mishlei (or a certain layer in i), the sage is the tzaddik and the tzaddik is the

sage. Like this, the rasha in his forms is the fool in his forms, and the fool in his forms is the rasha in his forms. In practice,

there is no sharp distinction between the intellectual traits and the ethical traits. ..

10. Rabbi Eliyahu Kramer, GRA to Mishlei 1:1-7
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1:1 - He wrote three books here, which are three meshalim: One for chochmah, the second for mussar, and the third
for the Torah. Parallel to these three he said three things here. For chochmah it said “Shlomo”, as it says of him, “He
was more chacham than anyone.” And opposite mussar it said “son of David”, who was very pious, as our Sages
taught, “One who sees David in a dream should anticipate piety,” and as in Tehillim 86:2 “Guard my life, for | am
pious.”... And opposite Torah it said, “King of Israel,” as in Mishlei 8:15, “Through me, kings reign.” And these three
meshalim are the secret of “And he spoke 3000 meshalim.”
1:2 - “To know chochmah” so that he will not fall into the net of the yetzer hara, which it spreads for his feet, lest he be
seduced in its seduction.
“And mussar” - If his yetzer becomes powerful upon him, to restrain himself and to break it...
“To understand statements of binah” — For even if he breaks his yetzer and its desire, he should see to it that he breaks
it in the path of Torah, and not to be much more righteous than that which is written in the Torah, such as by fasting all
week and also on Shabbat, and the like...



1:3 - “Righteousness” to perform kindness and righteousness with everyone. And when he only follows this path, that is
not mussar haskel, for he will not succeed, for sometimes one needs the trait of anger, which is justice, meaning with
himself. As our Sages said, “One should always agitate, etc.,” and not to follow his desire. And also for other people,
one needs the trait of anger to mete out justice upon the wicked, each according to his ways, by the law.

Also “meisharim”, because sometimes one needs the trait of yosher, and that is true most of the time...

1:4 - “To give” — When he learns and knows and also fulfills, then he will also be able to teach others... Also, the goal
of this book, even after one learns and knows and fulfills, he will have aid from Heaven to understand more, and this is
“to give” to him from Heaven...

1:7 — For if one has awe of Gd, he will learn in order to know, so that he will know from what to guard himself. And
the way of a person, when he wants something and he finds it, it is beloved for him and protected within him. But if he
lacks awe of Gd and he does not fear sin, then even if he learns many times he will not find it, for he does not learn in
order to know of what to be careful, and that which is not placed upon a person is not in his mind. Therefore, even
though they will learn, chochmah and mussar will be degraded for them, and will not endure in them.

Is Mishlei Holy?

11. Where did Shlomo’s meshalim go, from Melachim | 5:122
e We've lost them (Radak)
e Not all of them were worthy (Ralbag)
e Layers within Mishlei (Midrash Tanchuma to Chukat 14)

12. Abarbanel to Melachim | 3:12
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The first gate: There is no doubt that Solomon’s grasp and his type of knowledge were different from the kind of grasp

of philosophers and their means of knowing. Their grasp is natural, based on human analysis and thought, and

Solomon’s grasp was miraculous, by the good hand of Gd upon him...

The second gate is that just as Solomon’s wisdom was distinguished from the wisdom of philosophers because of his

manner of grasping it and knowing it, so it was distinguished in terms of that which he knew and grasped, which they

did not achieve with all of the wisdoms of analysis that preceded and followed him...

13. The unique nature of Solomon’s wisdom ~ Melachim 1 3:12, 5:10-11, 10:1-9

14.Talmud, Bava Batra 15a
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Chizkiyahu and his group wrote Yeshayahu, Mishlei, Shir haShirim and Kohelet.

15. Midrash, Avot d'Rabbi Natan | 1
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“Be patient in judgment” — How so? This teaches that one should be patient in judgment, for anyone who is patient in

judgment is settled in judgment, as Mishlei 25:1 says, “These are also the meshalim of Solomon, which the men of

Chizkiyahu, king of Yehudah e ‘etiku (lit. copied).” Not that they copied them, but they were patient with them.

Abba Shaul said: Not that they were patient with them, but that they explained them. At first they said that Mishlei, Shir

haShirim and Kohelet were put away, because they presented meshalot and were not of the Writings, and they arose

and put them away, until the Great Assembly came and explained them...



