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Is a Musical Menorah Kosher?
R’ Mordechai Torczyner — torczyner@torontotorah.com
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One of my close friends has a daughter who is blind. In advance of Chanukah, so that she could also feel the joy of the
festival, they bought for the lighting in their home scented candles which would produce an aroma when they were lit,
and candles that would produce music when they were lit. [The candle had a metal wire entwined with the wick and
connected to the music player, and it would be activated due to the heat of the metal and play a recording of Maoz
Tzur Yeshuati.] But then a doubt arose: does this constitute benefit from the Chanukah lamps, regarding which we say,
“We are not permitted to use them, but only to view them”?2

2. Rabbi Yitzchak Zilberstein, Chashukei Chemed to Rosh HaShanah 18b
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When Chanukah arrived, a fresh baal feshuvah, whose wife had not yet returned in teshuvah, prepared to light the
Chanukah lamps on time. His wife said to him, “What is this practice? It is also dangerous to light candles in the home,
it could cause a fire,” and all sorts of different and unusual claims which the yetzer hara put in her mouth. Her husband
told her, “I'm not lighting regular candles; | want to light scented candles which will spread a good smell in the house,
so that we will enjoy the smell.” The wife agreed to lighting these candles.

Use or Degrading?

3. Talmud, Shabbat 21b
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Rabbi Zeira cited Rav Matnah, or some say Rabbi Zeira, citing Rav: The wicks and oils which the Sages said may not

be kindled for Shabbat, may be kindled for Chanukah — whether during the week or on Shabbat. Rabbi Yirmiyah said:

What is Rav’s reason? He believes that if the lamps are extinguished one need not re-light them, and one may not use

their light.

4. Talmud, Shabbat 22a
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Rav Yehudah cited Rav Asi: One may not examine coins beside the Chanukah lamps. When | said this before Shemuel,

he said to me, “Does a lamp have sanctity2”

Rav Yosef challenged: Does blood have sanctity? We have learned, “And he shall pour” “And he shall cover” - He

shall cover it in the way he pours it, and not cover it with his foot, so that mitzvot will not be degraded for him.” Here,

too, it is so that mitzvot will not be degraded for him.

5. Rashi to Shabbat 21b
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“One may not use its light” — So that its status as a mitzvah light will be visible...

6. Rabbi Zerachyah halevi, Baal haMaor to Shabbat Qa daper Rif
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“One may not use the light of the Chanukah lamp” — This means any use, even for a mitzvah or for sanctity. Because
he thinks that since they are to commemorate the lamps and oil of the Sanctuary, one may not benefit from them at all.
Even reading a [Torah] book or the Shabbat meal or a meal for a mitzvah.

7. Rabbeinu Nisim to Shabbat 9a daper Rif
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Every use, even use for a mitzvah [is prohibited]. Since it was via the miracle of the menorah that they enacted [the
mitzvah], they made it like the menorah, which no one uses at all.

8. Rabbi Yosef Caro, Shulchan Aruch Orach Chaim 673:1
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One may not use the Chanukah lamp, whether Shabbat or weekday, and even to examine money or count it by her

light is prohibited. Even sanctified use, like learning by her light, is prohibited. And some permit for a sanctified use.

9. Rabbi Yechiel Michel Epstein, Aruch haShulchan Orach Chaim 673:7
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And some only prohibit use which must happen beside the lamp, like checking and counting money, but simple use

which may be done further away is permitted. And some prohibit even in such a case, since it is still degrading in the

end. And the practice is to be strict.

10. Rabbi Yisrael Meir Kagan, 712957 23892 673:1 w"
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Even if we were to rule like the Magen Avraham'’s conclusion that temporary use which is not near the lamp is prohibited,

against the Beit Yosef, and the Darchei Moshe and Maharshal who cited him as law, still, when we add that this is a

sanctified use and it is temporary, like learning before them in a temporary way, perhaps all would agree that we should

not be strict. And this requires examination.

Use or Benefit?

11.Rabbi Yitzchak Zilberstein, Chashukei Chemed to Rosh HaShanah 18b
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It appears that only use is prohibited, not benefit. So wrote Mishneh Berurah 673:11, “And only this [e.g. checking

coins or counting them by her light is prohibited] because it is at any rate a temporary use. But if he doesn't use it at all,

he may sit in his house when the lamp is burning.”... Because the Chanukah lamp is not an item from which one may

not benefit, like orlah and kilei hakerem. One may benefit from it. Only action is prohibited, for an action is use...

12. Rabbi Yitzchak Zilberstein, Chashukei Chemed to Shabbat 22a
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Question: A Chanukah lamp which plays Maoz Tzur Yeshuati...
Answer: One may benefit from the lamps. “We may not use them” means that use is prohibited, not benefit...

13. Talmud, Pesachim 26a
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Sound, appearance and smell are not subject to meilah.
Rashi: “Are not subject to meilah” - Biblically, since they are intangible...



