King Solomon’s Arc, Week 28: 6:23-7:12 The Design of the Beit haMikdash, Part 3

R’ Mordechai Torczyner — torczyner@torontotorah.com

1. Who enters the ulam?

e The ulam is in front of the Heichal (see Melachim | 7:15-22 and Divrei haYamim Il 3:17 on the pillars)

o Ditto in Yechezkel 40, but now there is a room beyond it, with an altar in it

e Ditto in the second Beit haMikdash, and now there is an ezrat nashim and ezrat yisrael beyond that outer room

6:23-28 Keruvim
2. Yechezkel 10:14, Yechezkel 1:10, Melachim | 7:29, Divrei haYamim Il 3:10

3. Talmud, Chagigah 13b (and see Bava Batra 99q)
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What is a Keruv@ Rabbi Avahu said: Ki-ravya, for in Babylon they call a child ravya...
Rav Pappa said to Abbaye: Then when it says, “The face of one was a Keruv and the face of the second was a man
and the third had the face of a lion and the fourth the face of a nesher,” Keruv is the same as Man! Big faces and smalll
faces...
One fext says, “And their faces were the face of a man and the face of a lion to the right of the four, and the face of an
ox from the left of the four,” and it is written, “And each had four faces, the face of one was the face of a Kervv and
the face of the second was a man and the third had the face of a lion and the fourth the face of a nesher,” and it didn't
mention the ox! Reish Lakish said: Yechezkel prayed for mercy, and changed it to a Keruv. He said: Master of the
Universe, shall a prosecutor become a defender2!

4. More https://www.yutorah.org/lectures/lecture.cfm/917421/

5. Talmud, Bava Batra 99a
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Ravnai cited Shemuel: The cherubs stood miraculously, as it says... Where did their bodies stand2! Rather, we see from
here that they stood miraculously. Abbaye challenged: Maybe [their bodies] emerged [from beneath the wings] like
roosters! Rava challenged: Maybe they didn’t stand opposite each other! Rav Acha bar Yaakov challenged: Maybe
they were positions on an angle! Rav Huna son of Rabbi Yehoshua challenged: Maybe the room widened toward the
top! Rav Pappa challenged: Maybe the hands [=ends of the wings] bent inward! Rav Ashi challenged: Maybe the wings
were in an embrace!

6. Differences between the keruvim of Shemot 25 and Melachim | 6

e Gold Wood covered in gold
e On the lid of the Aron On the floor
e Facing each other Facing the Sanctuary

7. Rabbi Amnon Bazak, (2) "1 o
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The Mishkan was a temporary place for the Shechinah to be manifest, and it was not tied to a particular geographic
location. Therefore, the Shechinah was manifest between the keruvim atop the lid of the Aron of testimony... the Mikdash,
on the other hand, demonstrated permanent residence... Therefore, the keruvim, marking the location of the
manifestation of the Shechinah, would not be tied to a vessel, but to a geographic site...

8. Talmud, Bava Batra 99a
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How did they stand@ Rabbi Yochanan and Rabbi Elazar [debated]: One said they faced each other, and one said they
faced the Sanctuary. According to the view that they faced each other, doesn’t it say, “And they faced the Sanctuary”?
No problem — one is when Israel performs Gd's will, one is when Israel does not perform Gd's will. According to the
view that they faced the Sanctuary, doesn’t it say, “And they faced each other”2 They were on an angle. As we learn,
“Onkelos the Ger said: The keruvim were as children, their faces angled like a student leaving his master.”

9. Rabbi Chaim of Volozhin, Nefesh haChaim 1:8-9
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The generation of the wilderness, who merited to eat of the celestial table, bread from the heavens each day, and their
clothing never wore out, and they needed no livelihood at all, according to all they are not called “performing Gd's
will” unless they look heavenward fully and bind their heart only to Torah and service and awe of Gd, never leaving
their mouths day and night as it is written [in Yehoshua], literally, without turning to the side at all, even for a moment,
for matters of livelihood... But in the days of Solomon, when the masses of Israel needed and were required to incline
a bit to the side to pursue a livelihood, at least enough to survive, which is the essential truth of Gd’s will according to
Rabbi Yishmael... Just that even when they are involved in their livelihood, their heart should engage in wisdom and
thoughts of Torah. Therefore, they set up the keruvim initially according to their performance of the Divine will, their
faces angled a bit...

6:37-38 Completion of the Beit haMikdash
10. The name Bul (see Toronto Torah Vayera 5770 https://www.yutorah.org/lectures/lecture.cfm/740769/)
e Mabul The world floods Radak
e Naval The plants die off Yerushalmi Rosh HaShanah 1:2
e Bul The roads and fields form lumps Yerushalmi Rosh HaShanah 1:2
e Boleil Animals are fed from stored supplies  Yerushalmi Rosh HaShanah 1:2
e  Mabul The Flood began/ended then Midrash Tanchuma Noach 17

11. Why emphasize the seven year process@
e Solomon did not slack off in the middle (Radak)
e Solomon built the Beit haMikdash more quickly than he built his own palace (Ralbag, Abarbanel)
e Hashem aided the construction (Abarbanel)
e Emphasizing the sevens (Malbim)

The location
12. Sources
e Bereishit 22:2, 22:14

e Shemuel Il 24 / Divrei haYamim | 21-22
e Divrei haYamim Il 3:1


https://www.yutorah.org/lectures/lecture.cfm/740769/

Non-comprehensive review questions for Chapter 6

1> Why do we date the construction of the Beit haMikdash based on the years since the Exodus?
2> Who designed the Beit haMikdash?

3> Why is the Beit haMikdash different from the Mishkan?

4> Why did Solomon want to use whole stones for the Beit haMikdash?

5> Why did Hashem give Solomon a warning about loyalty in the middle of the construction?
6> Why did Solomon make more keruvim?

7> Why spell out that Solomon spent seven years building the Beit haMikdash?

Outline of Chapter 7

7:1-12 King Solomon’s palace complex
7:13-14 Infroducing: Hiram the Craftsman
7:1522 Two pillars at the entrance of the Beit haMikdash: Yachin and Boaz
7:23-26 King Solomon’s Sea
7:27-39 The bases for the basins
7:40-47 Summary of the copper work
7:48-50 Summary of the gold work
7:51 The Beit haMikdash is complete
7:1-12 Outline of the palace complex
13. The structures
o 7:1 The palace
o 7:2:6 The summer area (may be in a different space)
o 778 The palace compound, with a judgment chamber and an inner dwelling
e 78 A home for Pharaoh’s daughter

14. Midrash, Shir haShirim Rabbah 1:5
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“When you see one who is quick in his task (Proverbs 22:29)" - This is Solomon son of David. “He will stand before
kings” — for he was energetic in building the Beit haMikdash. Thus it says, “And he built it in seven years.” Another text
says, “And Solomon built his house in thirteen years” — does that mean that Solomon’s house was nicer and greater
than the Beit haMikdash?! Rather, they said: In building his own house he was lazy, but in building the Beit haMikdash
he was energetic and not lazy.
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16.Rabbi Yitzchak Levi, (4) av»wimia mabw mzbn
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17.Divrei haYamim | 29:23



