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1) Bereshit 13:5-13

רה אן־וּבָקָ֖ ֹֽ ם הָיָה֥ צ � אֶת־אַבְרָ֑ ם־לְל֔וֹט הַהֽלֵֹ֖ ו כִּיֽ־הָיָה֤ רְכוּשָׁם֙וְגַ֨ בֶת יחְַדָּ֑ רֶץ לָשֶׁ֣ ם הָאָ֖ א אתָֹ֛ הָלִיֽם: וְֽ�א־נשָָׂ֥ ֹֽ וְא
ב ז ישֵׁ֥ י אָ֖ י מִקְנהֵ־ל֑וֹט וְהַכְּנַעֲֽניִ֙ וְהַפְּרִזִּ֔ ין רעֵֹ֣ ם וּבֵ֖ י מִקְנֵהֽ־אַבְרָ֔ ין רעֵֹ֣ יב בֵּ֚ בֶת יחְַדָּוֽ: וַיֽהְִי־רִ֗ ב וְ֥�א יָכְֽל֖וּ לָשֶׁ֥ רָ֔

ים אֲנָחְֽנוּ: ים אַחִ֖ י� כִּיֽ־אֲנשִָׁ֥ ין רעֶֹ֑ י וּבֵ֣ ין רעַֹ֖ � וּבֵ֥ י מְרִיבָה֙ בֵּינִ֣י וּבֵינֶ֔ א תְהִ֤ ם אֶל־ל֗וֹט אַל־נָ֨ אמֶר אַבְרָ֜ ֹ֨ בָּאָרֶֽץ: וַיּ
יו ין וְאַשְׂמְאִיֽלָה: וַיּשִָּׂא־ל֣וֹט אֶת־עֵינָ֗ נהָ וְאִם־הַיּמִָ֖ אל וְאֵימִ֔ ֹ֣ י אִם־הַשְּׂמ רֶד נָ֖א מֵעָֽלָ֑ י� הִפָּ֥ רֶץ֙ לְפָנֶ֔ הֲ֤�א כָל־הָאָ֨
יםִ רֶץ מִצְרַ֔ ה כְּגןַ־יהְוָֹה֙ כְּאֶ֣ ה אֶת־סְדםֹ֙ וְאֶת־עֲמרָֹ֔ ת יהְוָֹ֗ ה לִפְנֵ֣י | שַׁחֵ֣ הּ מַשְׁקֶ֑ י כֻלָּ֖ ן כִּ֥ ר הַיּרְַדֵּ֔ וַיּרְַא֙ אֶת־כָּל־כִּכַּ֣

ב ם ישַָׁ֣ ל אָחִיֽו: אַבְרָ֖ ישׁ מֵעַ֥ רְד֔וּ אִ֖ דֶם וַיּפִָּ֣ ע ל֖וֹט מִקֶּ֑ ן וַיּסִַּ֥ ר הַיּרְַדֵּ֔ ת כָּל־כִּכַּ֣ עַר: וַיּבְִחַר־ל֣וֹ ל֗וֹט אֵ֚ ֹֽ ה צ אֲכָ֖ ֹֽ בּ
ד: ֹֽ ה מְא ים לַיֽהוָֹ֖ ים וְחַטָּאִ֑ ם רָעִ֖ ֹ֔ י סְד ם: וְאַנשְֵׁ֣ ֹֽ ל עַד־סְד ר וַיֶּאֱֽהַ֖ י הַכִּכָּ֔ עַן וְל֗וֹט ישַָׁב֙ בְּעָרֵ֣ בְּאֶרֶֽץ־כְּנָ֑

And also Lot, who went with Abram, had flocks and cattle and tents. And the land did not
bear them to dwell together, for their possessions were many, and they could not dwell
together. And there was a quarrel between the herdsmen of Abram's cattle and between the
herdsmen of Lot's cattle, and the Canaanites and the Perizzites were then dwelling in the
land. And Abram said to Lot, "Please let there be no quarrel between me and between you
and between my herdsmen and between your herdsmen, for we are kinsmen. Is not all the
land before you? Please part from me; if [you go] left, I will go right, and if [you go] right, I
will go left." And Lot raised his eyes, and he saw the entire plain of the Jordan, that it was
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entirely watered; before the Lord destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah, like the garden of the
Lord, like the land of Egypt, as you come to Zoar. And Lot chose for himself the entire plain
of the Jordan, and Lot traveled from the east, and they parted from one another. Abram dwelt
in the land of Canaan, and Lot dwelt in the cities of the plain, and he pitched his tents until
Sodom. And the people of Sodom were very evil and sinful against the Lord.

2) Ramban Bereshit 13:12

במקום אחד, אבל בכל ארץ כנען יגור. ולוט- בשאר ארץ כנען כולה, שלא יעמודאברהם ישב בארץ כנען
נתישב במקום אחד ממנה בערי הככר, כי ערי הככר מכלל ארץ כנען

Avram dwelt in the remainder of the land of Canaan, he did not stay in one place but
abode in the entire land of Canaan while Lot settled in one place, namely the cities of the
plain, for the cities of the plain are part of the land of Canaan.

3) Clapp, Frederick G. “The Site of Sodom and Gomorrah. Diversity of Views” American
Journal of Archaeology, vol. 40, no. 3, Archaeological Institute of Americ
a, 1936, pp. 323–44, https://doi.org/10.2307/498693.

The question of the precise location of the “Five Cities of the Plain”, of which the more
notorious were Sodom and Gomorrah, has attracted attention from Bible scholars and Palestine
travelers for centuries. Nearly seventy years ago Walcott, in an able article, wrote that “There is
no site, ancient or modern, which combines all the elements of interest that belong to the site of
Sodom and the other ‘cities of the plain’ whose destruction is recorded in the Book of Genesis.”
The Moslems placed the location beneath the waters of the Dead Sea “Salt Sea” or “Bahr Lut”-
the Sea of Lot- as it has been called at various times, but other writers supposed the site to be on
the adjoining land at the Sea’s south end. In contrast to these opinions, some authorities have
postulated the position of the settlements in question as being north of that Sea in the plain of the
River Jordan.

● https://www.etzion.org.il/en/tanakh/studies-tanakh/core-studies-tanakh/vayera-sed
om-and-gomorrah
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4) Bechor Shor Bereshit 13:10

הארץ לפיכך לקה שיצא משם באחרונה הוא ובנותיוכלו' לוט בדק בארץ ולא בדק ביושבילפני שחת ה' וגו'.
:בלא כלום כי ההולך לדור במקום צריך לבדוק בארץ וביושביה

Lot focused on the quality and fertility of the land itself and didn’t look into the inhabitants of the land

5) Bereshit 12:5

רָן שׁוּ וְאֶת־הַנֶּ֖פֶשׁ אֲשֶׁר־עָשׂ֣וּ בְחָ֑ ר רָכָ֔ יו וְאֶת־כָּל־רְכוּשָׁם֙ אֲשֶׁ֣ י אִשְׁתּ֜וֹ וְאֶת־ל֣וֹט בֶּן־אָחִ֗ ח אַבְרָם֩ אֶת־שָׂרַ֨ וַיּקִַּ֣
רְצָה כְּנָעַֽן: אוּ אַ֥ ֹ֖ עַן וַיּבָ רְצָה כְּנַ֔ כֶת֙ אַ֣ וַיֵּצְֽא֗וּ לָלֶ֨

And Abram took Sarai, his wife and Lot his brother's son, and all their possessions that they had
acquired, and the souls they had acquired in Haran, and they went to go to the land of Canaan,
and they came to the land of Canaan.

5b) Bereshit 13:1

יםִ ה֠וּא וְאִשְׁתּ֧וֹ וְכָל־אֲשֶׁר־ל֛וֹ וְל֥וֹט עִמּ֖וֹ הַנֶּגֽבְָּה: ם מִמִּצְרַ֜ עַל֩ אַבְרָ֨ וַיַּ֩

And Abram came up from Egypt, he and his wife and all that was his, and Lot with him, to
the south.



6) Rashi Bereshit 13:13

ואף על פי כן לא נמנע לוט מלשכון עמהםואנשי סדום רעים-

And yet Lot did not refrain from living with them

7) Radak Bereshit 13:13

הוא לה, כי עברו על מצוותיו שצוה לאדםרעים לשמים ורעים לבריות והכלואנשי סדום רעים וחטאים-
ולנח והם שבע מצוותיו ובהם עבודה זרה שהיא חטא לה ובהם גזל ועריות ושפיכות דמים חטא ורעה איש

לחברו
They ignored all the 7 Noahide laws including idolatry, stealing and murder

8) Bereshit 18: 20-21

ה רֲדָה־נָּ֣א ואְֶרְאֶ֔ ד. אֵֽ ֹֽ ה מְא י כָבְֽדָ֖ ם כִּ֥ טָּאתָ֔ בָּה וחְַ֨ ה כִּי־רָ֑ ם וַעֲֽמרָֹ֖ ֹ֥ ת סְד ה זַעֲֽקַ֛ ָ֔ אמֶר יהְוֹ ֹ֣ ויַּ
ה ואְִם־֖�א אֵדָֽעָה: י עָשׂ֣וּ | כָּלָ֑ אָה אֵלַ֖ הּ הַבָּ֥ הַכְּצַֽעֲקָתָ֛

And the Lord said, "Since the cry of Sodom and Gomorrah has become great, and since their sin
has become very grave. I will descend now and see, whether according to her cry, which has
come to Me, they have done; [I will wreak] destruction [upon them]; and if not, I will know.”

9) Sanhedrin 109b

הויא ההיא רביתא דהות קא מפקא ריפתא לעניא בחצבא איגלאי מלתא שפיוה דובשא ואוקמוה על
איגר שורא אתא זיבורי ואכלוה והיינו דכתיב (בראשית יח, כ) ויאמר ה' זעקת סדום ועמורה כי רבה

ואמר רב יהודה אמר רב על עיסקי ריבה:

There was a young woman who would take bread out to the poor people in a pitcher so the
people of Sodom would not see it. The matter was revealed, and they smeared her with honey
and positioned her on the wall of the city, and the hornets came and consumed her. And that is
the meaning of that which is written: “And the Lord said: Because the cry of Sodom and
Gomorrah is great [rabba]” (Genesis 18:20). And Rav Yehuda says that Rav says: Rabba is an
allusion to the matter of the young woman [riva] who was killed for her act of kindness. It is due
to that sin that the fate of the people of Sodom was sealed.



10) Pirkei Avot 5:10

אַרְבַּע מִדּוֹת בָּאָדָם. הָאוֹמֵר שֶׁלִּי שֶׁלִּי וְשֶׁלְּ� שֶׁלָּ�, זוֹ מִדָּה בֵינוֹניִת. וְישֵׁ אוֹמְרִים, זוֹ מִדַּת סְדוֹם. שֶׁלִּי שֶׁלְּ�
וְשֶׁלְּ� שֶׁלִּי, עַם הָאָרֶץ. שֶׁלִּי שֶׁלְּ� וְשֶׁלְּ� שֶׁלָּ�, חָסִיד. שֶׁלִּי שֶׁלִּי וְשֶׁלְּ� שֶׁלִּי, רָשָׁע:

There are four types of character in human beings: One that says: “what’s mine is mine, and
yours is yours”: this is a commonplace type; and some say this is a sodom-type of character.
[One that says:] “mine is yours and yours is mine”: is an unlearned person (am haaretz); [One
that says:] “mine is yours and yours is yours” is a pious person. [One that says:] “mine is mine,
and yours is mine” is a wicked person.

11) Yechezkel 16:49

יהָ ויְדַ־עָנִ֥י יהָ לָהּ֙ ולְִבְנוֹתֶ֔ ט הָ֚ חֶם ושְַׁלְוַ֣ת הַשְׁקֵ֗ � גָּא֨וֹן שִׂבְעַת־לֶ֜ ם אֲחוֹתֵ֑ ֹ֣ ה עֲוֹ ן֖ סְד ה הָיָ֔ הִנּהֵ־זֶ֣
ואְֶבְי֖וֹן ֥�א הֶֽחֱזִיֽקָה:

Behold this was the iniquity of Sodom your sister: pride, abundance of bread, and careless ease
were hers and her daughters', and she did not strengthen the hand of the poor and needy.

12) Rabbanit Chana Henkin, Parshat Vayera Nishmat Website 1999

It is not adultery, paganism, murder, battery, or theft which caused the destruction of Sodom.
It was the arrogance of the wealthy, who took it for granted that what was theirs was theirs
alone, and that economic bounty need not be shared with the disadvantaged

13) Bereshit 19: 1-9

יםִ אָרְֽצָה: חוּ אַפַּ֖ ם וַיּשְִׁתַּ֥ ם וַיּרְַא־לוֹט֙ וַיָּקָ֣ם לִקְרָאתָ֔ ֹ֑ עַר־סְד ב בְּשַֽׁ רֶב וְל֖וֹט ישֵׁ֣ מָה֙ בָּעֶ֔ ֹ֨ ים סְד י הַמַּלְאָכִ֤ אוּ שְׁנֵ֨ ֹ֠ יּבָ וַ֠
ם וַיּאֹֽמְר֣וּ ם לְדַרְכְּכֶ֑ ם וַהֲֽלַכְתֶּ֣ ם וְהִשְׁכַּמְתֶּ֖ חֲצ֣וּ רַגלְֵיכֶ֔ ינוּ֙ וְרַֽ ם וְלִ֨ ית עַבְדְּכֶ֤ א אֶל־בֵּ֨ י ס֣וּרוּ נָ֠ אמֶר הִנֶּ֣ה נָּאֽ־אֲדנַֹ֗ ֹ֜ וַיּ

ה וַיּאֹכֵלֽוּ: ה וּמַצּ֥וֹת אָפָ֖ אוּ אֶל־בֵּית֑וֹ וַיַּעַ֤שׂ לָהֶם֙ מִשְׁתֶּ֔ ֹ֖ יו וַיּבָ רוּ אֵלָ֔ ד וַיּסָֻ֣ ֹ֔ ם מְא י בָרְֽח֖וֹב נלִָיֽן: וַיּפְִצַר־בָּ֣ ֔�א כִּ֥
ם מִקָּצֶהֽ וַיּקְִרְא֤וּ אֶל־לוֹט֙ ן כָּל־הָעָ֖ עַר וְעַד־זקֵָ֑ יתִ מִנַּ֖ בּוּ עַל־הַבַּ֔ י סְדםֹ֙ נסַָ֣ יר אַנשְֵׁ֤ י הָעִ֜ בוּ֒ וְאַנשְֵׁ֨ רֶם֘ ישְִׁכָּ֒ טֶ֘

תְחָה ם ל֖וֹט הַפֶּ֑ א אֲלֵהֶ֛ ה אתָֹםֽ: וַיּצֵֵ֧ ינוּ וְנֵדְֽעָ֖ ם אֵלֵ֔ ילְָה הֽוֹצִיאֵ֣ י� הַלָּ֑ אוּ אֵלֶ֖ ים אֲשֶׁר־בָּ֥ אמְרוּ ל֔וֹ אַיֵּה֧ הָאֲֽנשִָׁ֛ ֹ֣ וַיּ
ישׁ אוֹצִיֽאָה־נָּ֤א ר �א־יָדְֽעוּ֙ אִ֔ י בָנ֗וֹת אֲשֶׁ֤ י שְׁתֵּ֣ א לִ֜ עוּ: הִנּהֵ־נָ֨ י תָּרֵֽ ר אַל־נָא֥ אַחַ֖ יו: וַיּאֹמַ֑ לֶת סָגַ֥ר אַחֲֽרָֽ וְהַדֶּ֖
רָתִיֽ: ֹֽ ל ק אוּ בְּצֵ֥ ן בָּ֖ ר כִּיֽ־עַל־כֵּ֥ ים הָאֵל֙ אַל־תַּעֲֽשׂ֣וּ דָבָ֔ ק לָאֲֽנשִָׁ֤ ם רַ֠ ן כַּטּ֖וֹב בְּעֵיֽניֵכֶ֑ ם וַעֲֽשׂ֣וּ לָהֶ֔ אֶתְהֶן֙ אֲלֵיכֶ֔

ד ֹ֔ ישׁ בְּלוֹט֙ מְא ם וַיּפְִצְר֨וּ בָאִ֤ ע לְ֖� מֵהֶ֑ ה נרַָ֥ ט שָׁפ֔וֹט עַתָּ֕ ֹ֣ ד בָּאֽ־לָגוּר֙ וַיּשְִׁפּ לְאָה וַיּאֹֽמְרוּ֙ הָאֶֽחָ֤ וַיּאֹֽמְר֣וּ | גֶּשׁ־הָ֗
ר הַדָּלֶֽת: ֹ֥ וַיּגְִּשׁ֖וּ לִשְׁבּ



And the two angels came to Sodom in the evening, and Lot was sitting in the gate of Sodom,
and Lot saw and arose toward them, and he prostrated himself on his face to the ground. And
he said, "Behold now my lords, please turn to your servant's house and stay overnight and
wash your feet, and you shall arise early and go on your way." And they said, "No, but we
will stay overnight in the street." And he urged them strongly, and they turned in to him, and
came into his house, and he made them a feast, and he baked unleavened cakes, and they ate.
When they had not yet retired, and the people of the city, the people of Sodom, surrounded
the house, both young and old, the entire populace from every end[of the city]. And they
called to Lot and said to him, "Where are the men who came to you tonight? Bring them out
to us, and let us be intimate with them." And Lot came out to them to the entrance, and he
shut the door behind him. And he said, "My brethren, please do not do evil. Behold now I
have two daughters who were not intimate with a man. I will bring them out to you, and do
to them as you see fit; only to these men do nothing, because they have come under the
shadow of my roof."

14) Bereshit 19: 15-26

And as the dawn rose, the angels pressed Lot, saying, "Get up, take your wife and your two
daughters who are here, lest you perish because of the iniquity of the city." But he tarried,
and the men took hold of his hand and his wife's hand, and the hand of his two daughters, out
of the Lord's pity for him, and they took him out and placed him outside the city. And it came
to pass, when they took them outside, that he said, "Flee for your life, do not look behind
you, and do not stand in the entire plain. Flee to the mountain, lest you perish." And Lot said
to them, "Please, do not, O Lord. Behold now, Your servant has found favor in Your eyes,
and You have increased Your kindness, which You have done with me, to sustain my soul.
But I cannot flee to the mountain, lest the evil overtake me, and I die. Behold now, this city is
near to flee there, and it is small. Let me please flee there. Is it not small? And my soul will
survive." And he said to him, "Behold I have favored you also as regards this matter, that I
will not overturn the city that you have mentioned. Hasten, flee there, for I will not be able to
do anything until you arrive there." Therefore, he named the city Zoar. The sun came out
upon the earth, and Lot came to Zoar. And the Lord caused to rain down upon Sodom and
Gomorrah brimstone and fire, from the Lord, from heaven. And He turned over these cities
and the entire plain, and all the inhabitants of the cities, and the vegetation of the ground.
And his wife looked from behind him, and she became a pillar of salt.



15) Rashi Bereshit 19:26

By salt had she sinned and by salt was she punished. He (Lot) said to her once: “Give a little
salt to these strangers” and she answered him, “Do you mean to introduce this bad custom,
also, into our city?”

16) Bereshit 19:29

ה בַּהֲפֹ֙� ם וַישְַׁלַּ֤ח אֶת־לוֹט֙ מִתּ֣וֹ� הַהֲפֵכָ֔ ים אֶת־אַבְרָהָ֑ ר אֱ�הִ֖ ֹ֥ ר וַיּזִכְּ י הַכִּכָּ֔ ת אֱ�הִים֙ אֶת־עָרֵ֣ י בְּשַׁחֵ֤ וַיהְִ֗
ן לֽוֹט׃ ב בָּהֵ֖ ים אֲשֶׁר־ישַָׁ֥ עָרִ֔ אֶת־הֶ֣

Thus it was that, when God destroyed the cities of the Plain and annihilated the
cities where Lot dwelt, God was mindful of Abraham and removed Lot from the
midst of the upheaval.From


