\,\3'( wy 70

\T
°| &

Pasn ¥

>

Dov 224

King Solomon’s Arc, Week 2: Chapter 1: Succession and lllness
R’ Mordechai Torczyner - torczyner@torontotorah.com
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Outline of Chapter 1

1:1-4 King David is irreversibly cold, and Avishag haShunamit is brought to warm him

1:5-10 Adoniyahu, son of King David, has royal ambitions, makes a feast by a stream, and invites Yoav and
Evyatar but not Natan, Benayahu, David’s warriors and Shlomo

1:11-14 Natan enlists Batsheva to protect Shlomo’s royal future

1:15-21 Batsheva informs King David

1:22-27 Natan informs King David

1:28-35 King David intervenes to anoint Shlomo

1:36-40 King Shlomo is anointed

1:41-53 Adoniyahu folds; Shlomo spares him

When was Shlomo picked to be the next king? And who knew?
1. The problems

e Melachim11:13, 1:17 David swore that Shlomo would be king
e Melachim | 1:27 “You haven’t named a successor”
e Shemuel 11 7:12-13 David reports that Gd Shlomo would build the Beit haMikdash

o Divrei haYamim | 22:5-10 David reports that Gd Shlomo would build the Beit haMikdash
2. The smoking gun  Shemuel Il 12:22-25

3. Radak to Shemuel Il 12:24
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She refused, saying, "The child died because of the sin. Even were we to have a child who would live, his brethren
would shame him because | initially came to you in sin." Dovid said, "Gd has forgiven me, and the first child | will have
from you will reign after me, for so Gd has sent me via the prophet." He swore to her, as Batsheva later said...

4. Abarbanel to Melachim | 1:9
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And because Natan the Prophet had prophesied that Solomon would be king, and he saw that Yoav, Evyatar and the

other rebels had gathered together against Gd and against His anointed, it was like a burning fire in his heart...

5. Radak to Melachim 1 1:13
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Natan knew that [David] had sworn to her, for he had heard it from her.

6. Abarbanel to Melachim | 1:24
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When Natan said, “My master, the king, did you say ‘Adoinyahu will reign after me’2” This was said in shock, as in,

“Did you say that Adoniyahu will reign after me? In truth, you did not say this!” And therefore, how did Adoniyahu dare

to do this, without your ordere!

7. Malbim to Melachim | 1:27
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It also mentioned another complaint, relevant only to [Natan], since he had prophesied to David that Shlomo would
reign after him. If it could be that David would crown someone else, then he must have received another prophecy, to
crown Adoniyahu (which could happen if some sin happed in the interim, causing Shlomo not to reign). But then
David would have had to tell Natan about this, lest he cause doubt regarding his prophecy, or suspicion of David for
violating the prophet's words.

8. Malbim to Divrei haYamim | 23:1
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“And he crowned” — He had already crowned Shlomo as recorded in Melachim. Here it told what David did before

dying, affer crowning Shlomo. He prepared himself to go the way of all the and, arranging the shifts of kohanim and

leviyim, and then he instructed Shlomo and was gathered to his nation.

9. Abarbanel, end of Melachim | 1
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Ezra the Sofer did not mention there anything further about this coronation and how it happened because of Adoniyahu,

relying on what was written here. But there it recorded something else, which the prophet did not write in this book, that

Shlomo was anointed a second time. So he was anointed twice, and twice Shlomo was crowned over Israel...

10. Summary
e King David wanted to build the Beit haMikdash; Natan told him his son (Shlomo) would be king and do it
e King David swore to Batsheva that Shlomo would be king, on the basis of Natan’s prophecy
e When Adoniyahu held his feast, Natan asked King David whether he had changed the succession
o Divrei haYamim skips this whole story
e Divrei haYamim records a second coronation, after the one that appears in Melachim |I

11. Abarbanel to Shemuel Il 15:1
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Israel did not intend to rebel against David, their king, or to kill him, Gd forbid, but only to coronate his oldest son
Avshalom in his place in order that Shlomo, son of Batsheva, should not reign.

12. Abarbanel to Melachim | 1:11
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And to the one who will ask how Natan the Prophet did not trust his own prophecy that Shlomo would reign, and why
he needed all of this effort; a prophet who doubts his prophecy violates the law and is liable for death! We will respond
that Divine destiny is conditional, as explained elsewhere (see Yonah). Therefore, it was possible that this destiny would
be revoked, due to sin by David or Shlomo or Batsheva, and Hashem had renounced that benefit. In [Natan’s] desire
that Gd fulfill his word, as prophets always yearned to have happen, he made the effort for it...
It is also possible that we could say that intermediate steps are always needed for Divine matters. Natan the Prophet
saw that this effort would be the means by which the Divine destiny he had spoken would arrive...

1:1-4 Why are we told about King David’s illness?
13. Radak to Melachim | 1:1
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In his old age he became weak and bedridden. Even though he was only seventy years old, due to the wars he had
fought his strength was drained, and old age leapt upon him.

14. Abarbanel to Melachim | 1:1
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Causes for chilling and weakening the body joined together in David:

1) Troubles and wars, including suffering at the battlefield

2) Sorrow and grief for Amnon and Tamar, and Avshalom’s revolt

3) Regret and grief for what he did with Batsheva and Uriah

4) A life of introspection and devotion to Gd

5) His youthful involvement with women

15.Dr. Yisrael Rosenson, is%n% avmman, Megadim 39 (5764) Chizkiyahu, Asa, Uziah, Yeravam, Achaziah

16. Talmud, Berachot 62b
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Anyone who degrades clothing, in the end he will not benefit from them, as it says in Melachim I 1:1...

17.Rashi to Melachim 1:1
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In a midrash: Rabbi Shemuel bar Nachmeni said, “When David saw the malach standing over Jerusalem, sword in
hand (Divrei haYamim | 21:15-17), his blood chilled in fear.”

18.Dr. Yisrael Rosenson, i1 abmmn, Megadim 39 (5764)
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Most prominent is the linguistic hint which seems to stand at the centre of the story of the illness. The servants suggest a
‘treatment’: “She shall lie in your bosom.” This eerily invokes the ‘illness’ in Natan’s rebuke in the parable of the ‘poor
lamb’: “And she lay in his bosom, and she was like a daughter for him.” The use of this root is interwoven in all of the
segments of the story of David and Batsheva — including Avshalom’s story — and in this context one can speak of this as
a general guiding word. But it is clear that in the link set out here the connection is straight, and even especially clear.

19. Malbim to Melachim | 1:1
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| think that because the cause for David crowning Shlomo on that day, while he was alive, was Adoniyahu’s schism,
wanting to take the throne without his father knowing... Therefore the writer had to mention Adoniyahu’s matter first.



But because this also had a cause that forced |, for why did Adoniyah do this foolish thing, taking his throne during his
father’s lifetime without his knowledge? Didn't he know that his father would find out, and not only would he not achieve
his goal, but [his father[ would hate him for planning to revolt, and he would move up the crowning of Shlomo - as
actually happened? And if Avshalom revolted in his father’s lifetime, he created a conspiracy and all Israel followed
him, but Adoniyahu did not do thus, but only spoke with Yoav and Evyatar! It would have been better for him to wait
for his father’s death, when he could do what he wanted! Therefore, it prefaced with the factors that brought this about.
He was not afraid to be a rebel against the throne like Avshalom, for Avshalom did it when David still reigned and was
mighty... Not so now, when the king was old...

20. Abarbanel to Melachim | 1:1
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And with all of this that demonstrated his weakness and his lack of strength and heart, when they told him that Adoniyahu
had taken the throne he roused himself with great strength, and his heart became hot in him, and like a warrior he acted
with outrage to crown Shlomo on that same day. This shows that he very much wanted this — as with all of his weakness
and being close to death, he roused himself with great strength and force.
The second reason [to mention Avishag] was that the text informed us of this so that we would have this knowledge first,
saying that Batsheva and the other royal wives did not come before him to serve him or to lie with him, and not even to
see him... And what emerges from this is that David did not crown Shlomo out of desire for Batsheva.

21.Talmud, Avodah Zarah 4b-5a
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Rabbi Yochanan cited Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai: David was not suited for that deed, and Israel was not suited for that
deed [the Golden Calf]. David was not suited for that deed, as Tehillim 109:22 says, "My heart is hollow [Rashi:
powerless, dead] in me." And Israel was not suited for that deed, as Devarim 5:26 says, "Would that they have this
heart, to revere Me, forever." Then why did they do it2 To teach you that if someone sins, we fell him, "Go to the
individual." And if a community sins, we tell him, "Go to the community." And we need ...



