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Lockdown Cooperation in Halachah
R’ Mordechai Torczyner - torczyner@torontotorah.com
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Fallout

1. Talmud, Yoma 86a
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2. Talmud, Yoma 86a, and Rambam, Hilchot Teshuvah 1:4
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3. Rabbi Yosef Karo, Beit Yosef Yoreh Deah 154
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4. Rabbi Yitzchak Zylbershtein, Shiurei Torah I'Rofim IV #289
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5. Rabbi Yisrael Meir Kagan, Mishneh Berurah 330:8
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6. Rabbi Moshe Feinstein, Igrot Moshe Yoreh Deah 1:184
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Medical Halachah
7. Rabbi Yosef Karo, Shulchan Aruch Orach Chaim 328:10
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8. Plans for life-and-death’ ICU triage decisions not finalized, Ont. health minister says, CTV, April 7, 2021
https://toronto.ctvnews.ca/plans-for-life-and-death-icutriage-decisions-notfinalized-ont-health-minister-says-1.5378448
There were 501 patients with COVID-19 in ICUs across the province as of Tuesday, the highest its ever been, according
to Critical Care Services Ontario... At the moment, patients are being transferred from ICUs that are already over
capacity to farflung destinations across the province. The Ontario Hospital Association said 88 ICU patient transfers
were planned for this week in an effort to provide critical care to those who needs it.

9. Onfario married feachers, parents of 7, share story about battling COVID-19, Global News, April 7, 2021
https://globalnews.ca/news/7743988/ontario-teachers-test-positive-covid/

“We never would have thought that this would hit us like this. Young, healthy people ... in twenty four hours it just came
out of nowhere,” she said. Two of the children also lost their sense of smell and taste.
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Pediatric infectious disease specialist Dr. Anna Banerji said the —'s story is one example of many others she has been
hearing and dealing with lately. “There’s someone in the school who brings it back to the family. Maybe the child has
symptoms or not, but then everyone else in the family gets sick,” she said.

With varying views from medical professionals about the safety of schools during the third wave of the pandemic,
Banerji acknowledged, it is tough for families to weigh the risks for their children. “I am someone who has been
advocating the schools being open for the longest time, and I've always said with the caveat that they have to be safe,
that we need to have physical distancing and we need to have the masking, I've been saying that all along, but things
have changed,” she said.

Banerji pointed to the variants of concern as being more dangerous for children in schools. “We have the new variant
and kids are getting sicker ... they used to have the inflammatory syndrome but now you see kids ending up in the ICU
and it's not an insignificant number of kids in the States that have died from it ... it's not so innocent as we were saying
before,” added Banerji.

10. Talmud, Nedarim 80b-81a
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11.Talmud, Bava Kama 85a
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12.Ramban, Torat ha’Adam, Shaar haMeichush, Inyan haSakkanah
RAW 717 X2 %% 771 XD MR XAW "D .NIRDAY XOIND MW MW 1RO XD ROHM SRYNW® " %27 RIN ('3 T("D) pallehi Zabn
MRDAY MW 770 mam '[3’517 A2 MWD A7 SNRXAN AYOR

13. Mishnah Yoma 8:5 (82a)
DT ROW TV INRY 0D DY MR POORA PROP2 QW TR ORI, TR 0D DY MR POORD 190

14.Ramban, Torat ha’Adam, Shaar haMeichush, Inyan haSakkanah
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15. Rabbi Yosef Karo, Shulchan Aruch Yoreh Deah 336:1
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16.Rabbi Chaim Yosef David Azulai, Shiyurei Berachah to Birkei Yosef, Orach Chaim 328:1
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17.Rabbi Yaakov Reischer, Responsa Shevut Yaakov 3:75
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18. Rabbi Moshe Isserles (16t century Poland), Shulchan Aruch Choshen Mishpat 369:8
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19. Rabbi Asher Weiss, Minchat Asher Il 121:4:3
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20. Rabbi Moshe Feinstein, Igrot Moshe Choshen Mishpat 2:30
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21.Rabbi Eliezer Waldenberg, Tzitz Eliezer 15:40:6-7
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22.DiPoce and Buchbinder, Preventive Medicine, Journal of Halachah and Contemporary Society 42 (2001), pg. 99
Rav Shachter also asserted that where vaccines are mandated by the state, such as in the case of immunizations before
entering school, one would be obligated to be immunized based on the concept of Dina d’Malchuta Dina [the law of
the land is the law].

23.Rabbi Asher Weiss, Minchat Asher Il 121:5
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24.Rabbi Moshe Isserles, Yoreh Deah 228:21
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25.Rabbi Yechiel Michel Epstein, Aruch haShulchan Orach Chaim 90:20
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26.Rabbi Abraham Isaac Kook, Igrot Raayah 1 pg. 224 (#176)
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27. Sefer haChinuch, Mitzvah 71
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The bigger picture

28. Doctors say he's dead. Jewish laws say he's alive. Can a hospital turn off life support? CBC, 2/15/18
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/shalom-ouanounou-arguments-1.4536864

Aliza Karoly, a lawyer who has been working pro bono to help the — family and their rabbi navigate the legal process,
says the case has caught the attention of the Orthodox community.
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"It's very important to us," she said. "We don't want to be caught in a situation in which the hospital doesn't consider
what we want."

Karoly said Orthodox Jews filled the courtroom while arguments were being made earlier this week, including high
school students who were bussed in for the occasion.

"You have to face the fact that it affects every single one of us in that courtroom," she said.

29. Letter of dozens of Toronto Community Rabbonim to the Canadian Senate, 1/25/21

Dear Senator,

As community rabbis, we write on behalf of ourselves and our Jewish communities to express our very grave concerns
about Bill C-7 and the expansion of “medical assistance in dying” (MAID). One of Judaism’s fundamental precepts is
the value of human life. Indeed the current COVID-19 pandemic has shown us the great lengths that the Government of
Canada and the entire world has gone to protect the most vulnerable amongst us. Yet, Bill C-7 endangers the lives of
some of these very same vulnerable Canadians.

As rabbis, we have heard of tragic situations where the ill or aged are unduly pressured to end their lives. We hear
from physicians about pressures they are facing to end the lives of their patients against their deeply held beliefs. And
we hear from people who have mental or physical illnesses who would be best served by a health system that allocated
resources to help support them live, rather than facilitate their death. As rabbis one of our main functions is counseling
congregants some of whom are suffering from either physical or mental illness. As front line workers in this regard, we
see firsthand how these vulnerable people may want to end their lives when they are at their lowest, but affer counseling,
many rebound to live happy and meaningful lives. The lives of these Canadians have value and we ask the Government
of Canada to protect them...

Sincerely,

Rabbi Yoir Adler Rabbi Rafi Lipner Rabbi Messod Azoulay
Rabbi Moshe M Lowy Rabbi Avrohom Bartfeld Rabbi Uri Mayerfeld
Rabbi Yisroel Bollag Rabbi Yossi Michalowitz Rabbi Eliezer Breitowitz
Rabbi Yirmiya Milevsky Rabbi Chanoch Ehrentreau  Rabbi Shlomo E Miller
Rabbi Yacov Felder Rabbi Yisroel Y Muller Rabbi Shea Fuhrer

Rabbi Yehuda Oppenheimer  Rabbi Seth Grauer Rabbi Yoseph Oziel
Rabbi Binyomin Greenbaum  Rabbi Avraham Plotkin Rabbi Yechezkel Grysman
Rabbi Avram Rothman Rabbi Ovadya Haboucha Rabbi Mordechai Scheiner
Rabbi David Kadoch Rabbi Dovid Schochet Rabbi Mordechai Kanner
Rabbi Zev Spitz Rabbi Yossel Kanofsky Rabbi Chaim Strauchler
Rabbi Mendel Kaplan Rabbi Tzvi Sytner Rabbi Uri Kaufman

Rabbi Mordechai Torczyner  Rabbi Yaakov Kaufman Rabbi Asher Vale

Rabbi Daniel Korobkin Rabbi Yoseph Zaltzman Rabbi Chaim Dovid Kulik

Rabbi Eliyahu Zrihen Rabbi Baruch Lichtenstein



