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One may perform labors that are generally forbidden by rabbinic decree during the shemita year only when failure to
so will cause the plants to die.
The Acharonim disagree about a case where failure to perform labors forbidden by rabbinic decree will not cause
long-term damage to the tree, but will cause damage to the shemita fruit (Rav Kook is stringent, whereas the Chazon
Ish is leninent). There are grounds for leniency (since we are dealing with an uncertainty regarding a rabbinic
prohibition), at least in the case of a public garden, or in a case of significant financial loss. Nevertheless, regarding
a private garden, one should be stringent (but leniency may be practiced regarding irrigation, as will be explained
below).



