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11. Mishneh Torah (Laws of Repentance, 6:1-2), Maimonides
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When an individual or the inhabitants of a country sin, and the sinner commits an offence, consciously
and voluntarily, it is proper that he be punished. God knows the way in which punishment should be
exacted... The foregoing only applies in case the sinner has not repented. But if he repented,
repentance serves as a shield against punishment. And as one sins, prompted by one’s own mind and
of his free will, so one repents, prompted by one’s mind and will.



12. Mishneh Torah (Laws of Repentance 6:3)
S XU 7317 NWIDT RW NART 177 2197 PT 10°W TV 0°27 2RV IR 2173 XUA QTR ROMW WK
MR 372 WWIN WY MW 12 PR PRI T2WNT 117 PYIRY NPT X2 TwYw 19K 2°R0N
ORIWYH YN 790N MY ROAW 959 ,7¥I0 29 DR PIAKR YIR) 7702 20D 72707 WY IRLA2 TR
7"2P7 PIN 79797 ,0300 YD1 TV 1107 T2WNT V1IN PTI INI L0 ARO1NI 727 AR XN 2757
WWI2 MIRY ROR ,2IWH 9127 1R ,RUIN? 721WN7 7 V1IN 11w 22w ORI TR 070 ...020 DX

JNXN2 F9nN2 AwYY
A man may commit so great a sin or such numerous sins that justice requires of the true judge, as the
penalty to be exacted from this particular sinner for the sins, committed by him voluntarily and of his own
mind, that repentance shall be withheld from him and liberty to turn from his wickedness shall not be
accorded him, so that he may die and perish in the sins which he committed. Hence also, it is written in
the Pentateuch, “And I will harden Pharaoh’s heart (Exodus 4:21). Because Pharaoh sinned on his own
impulse and ill-treated the Israelites who sojourned in his land, as is said “Come let us deal shrewdly with
them, so that they might not increase” (Exodus 1:10), justice required that repentance should be withheld
from him till retribution had been visited upon him. God, accordingly, hardened his heart...In order to
show the world that when God prevents a sinner from repenting, he cannot repent, but rather dies in his
wickedness that he initially did out of free will. (Laws of Repentance 6:3)

13. Shemoneh Perakim, Maimonides
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God teaches the masses that it is possible for God to punish man by depriving him of his free will
respecting a certain deed, while he, though realizing it, is, however, unable to influence his soul, and return
to his former state of freedom of the will.

14. Nahmanides, Exodus 7:3
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The second explanation is that half of the plagues came upon him because of his transgressions,
for in connection with them it is only said: And Pharaoh’s heart was hardened; And Pharach
hardened his heart. Thus Pharaoh refused to let the children of Israel go for the glory of God.
But when the plagues began bearing down upon him and he became weary to suffer them, his
heart softened and he bethought himself to send them out on account of the onslaught of the
plagues, not in order to do the will of his Creator.

15. Sefer ha-Ikkarim IV:25, Joseph Albo
There are two kinds of repentance from fear. The first is that of the man who repents from fear of the
punishment which is upon him, like a slave entreating his master while he is beating him, but as soon as his
master removes the rod from him, he disobeys as before, as was the case with Pharaoh. As long as the
plague was upon him, he said: "The Lord is righteous", but as soon as he was relieved, he hardened his
heart again as before. This showed clearly that the first repentance was forced by the terrors of death which
had fallen upon him, and was not a free act. Such an attitude should not be regarded as repentance at all.
The other is the case of the man who repents from fear of God and His punishment, who has the fear of the
Lord before him even in time of respite. He is afraid of God's punishment because he believes that all
things come from God as reward or punishment, and does not ascribe events to nature and chance, as
Pharaoh did, who as soon as the plague departed went back to his original bad behavior. Even after the
plague of the first born, the moment he thought the Israelites had lost their way, he ascribed all the signs
and wonders which he had seen, to chance. Therefore he took courage and pursued the Israelites, thereby
proving clearly that his repentance in the first place was due to compulsion on account of the plagues, and
was not voluntary. In this way we must explain the statements in the Bible that God hardens the heart of
the wicked, or makes them stiff-necked, and prevents them from repenting. The wicked man, when



misfortune comes upon him, pretends to become pious, and returns to God from the fear of the punishment
which is upon him, as Pharaoh said: "I have sinned this time: the Lord is righteous."
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Now, since this act is like one that is forced and not free, God hardens his heart, by suggesting to him
other causes to which he can attribute the misfortune, accident, for example, rather than divine
providence. This is done in order to remove from his heart the softening effect which came from the
misfortune, so that he may return to his natural state and act freely without compulsion Then it may be
found out whether his repentance was free or not.

16. Sforno, Exodus 7:3
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Without a doubt, were it not for the hardening of Pharaoh’s heart he would have sent forth Israel, not
because of repentance or submission to God, (nor because) he regretted his rebellion, recognizing God’s
greatness- but because he could no longer abide the anguish of the plagues, as his (own) servants said, Do
you not know that Egypt is lost? (10:7). Now this would not have been repentance. However, if Pharaoh
would have (truly) wished to submit to God and return to Him in full repentance, there would have been
no (Divine) deterrent at all. Now, God states, and | will harden Pharaoh’s heart, granting him the
strength to withstand the plagues, hence he will not send forth Israel because he fears the plagues, but that
I might show My signs in their midst (10:1), through which they will perceive My greatness and repent to
a degree, in sincerity.

17. Studies in Shemot, N. Leibowitz

The final decision always rests with man. At the beginning, however, man is free to choose any path of
action he desires. He is afforded equal opportunity to do good or evil. But as soon as he has made his first
choice, then the opportunities facing him are no longer so evenly balanced. The more he persists in the first
path of his choosing, shall we say, the evil path, the harder will it become for him to revert to the good
path, even though his essential freedom of choice is not affected. In other words, it is not the Almighty
who has hampered his freedom, and made the path of repentance difficult. He has, by his own choice and
persistence in evil, placed obstacles in the way leading back to reformation.

18. JPS Commentary on Shemot, N. Sarna

In the Biblical conception, the psychological faculties are considered to be concentrated in the heart.
Regarded as the seat of the intellectual, moral, and spiritual life of the individual, this organ is the
determinant of behavior. The "hardening of the heart" thus expresses a state of arrogant moral degeneracy,
unresponsive to human reason and incapable of compassion. Pharaoh's personal culpability is beyond
question. It is to be noted that in the first five plagues Pharaoh's obduracy is self-willed. It is only
thereafter that it is attributed to divine causality. This is the biblical way of asserting that the king's
intransigence has by them become habitual and irreversible; his character has become his destiny. He is
deprived of the possibility of relenting and is irresistibly impelled to his self-wrought doom.

19. Mishneh Torah, Hilchot Deot 1:3, Maimonides
'[L)’W A0IAY MRY I 72 AN 1R DO MY 20V IR R nnxe 127 IR 7 NARY 701 W20 R¥N OX)

ST YT RO 202100 7772
If a man finds that his nature tends or is disposed to one of these extremes, or if one has acquired and
become habituated to it, he should turn back and improve, so as to walk in the way of good people, which
is the right way.



