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THE MESSTANIC DEMAND

It was a dream of urter perfection: the day would come when the entire
Jewish people, the whole Congregation of Israel, would reassemble as one
in an undivided Land of Israel, reconstituting its life there according to the
Torah in all its aspects. The Jewish people would free itself completely from
its subjugation to the great powers. It would then be a source of blessing for
all nations, for its redemption would bring about the redemption of the
world as a whole, “For the land shall be filled with devotion to the Lord as
water covers the sea” (Isa. 11:9). Thus did the messianic dream persist in its
pristine purity for a hundred generations. o

Compared with this dream, the actual historical realization that has
taken place in our own time seems truncated. Only a part of the Jewish
people has gathered together into a Jewish state, and only in certain areas
of the country. Only some of the returnees observe the precepts of the
Torah. Political and military strife has not vanished trom the land. Peace is
“elusive and. morality compromised. Universal redemption seems even more
‘remote Tian befors. T short, the conce FlTmens oot b S
remains relative and contingent, stopping well short of the absolute terms

of the classical vision. As the rabbis said, the End of Days continues to

“tarry.”

What is the status of this imperfect reality in Jewish religious con-
Sciousness? Docs what has been achieved constitute a part of the process of
final redemption or an abortion of that process? Is this the beginning of the
End, astep toward the fulfillment of the prophetic promises, or is it rather a
violent betrayal of those promises in all their perfection?

Traditional Jewish sources generally speak ip terms of twe polar con-
cepts: exile and redemption. After the destruction of the Temple, jewish
existence could not e conceived in any other terms. Can Jewish religious

thought now acknowledge an intermediate or hybrid model that is neither
exile nor redemption? Can it make room for a notion of Jewish historical
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A statement of uncertainty, not disbelief

I must make clear that I do not deny that ours is an

era of incipient Messianic redemption. What I am say-
ing is that I do not know whether it is or not, and that

I challenge the certainty of those who assert such su-
perior knowledge. I consider it spiritually presumptuous
to declare, withous benefit of prophetic inspiration,
that we are privy to divine secrets. God’s plans are
known to us only retrospectively. “Thou shalt see My
back, but My face shall not be seen” (Ex. 33:23). The: -
ways of God in history are too wonderous, too mys-
terious, for us either to deny or to assert that we are in
a particular phase of a pre-ordained drama. One thing
we can learn from current history is that we are unre-
deemed and need Messiah. One thing we can learn from
past history is that it is dangerous to pretend to know
when he is coming — or came.

W. ZOﬂf)nJ —lhr;_)~
Shea yf3
Py 3,197Y

A déep commitment without messianism
My commitment to the State of Israel does not re-
quire Messianic presuppositions. That commitment
was forged in the fires of the crematoria; in the hatred
of and indifference to Jews by the “‘civilized” coun-
tries of the West; in a love of Eretz lsrael and Am Israel
L which are the purpose of Medinat lsrael; in the expec-
tation that Torah has a better chance in Israel today
than in the Diaspora. Therefore, especially because I
can get along without a Messianic undergirding for my
love of Israel, I will not risk a premature Messianism
which, history has taught us, can lead to psychological
and spiritual disasters.
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VI. 10, § 1. WHO 18 SHE THATLOOKETH FORTH

AS THE DAWN. [t is related that R. Hiyya and R.
Simeon b. Halafta were once walking in the valley of Arbel!

in the early morning, and 4s they saw the dawn coming up

R. Hiyya Rabbah said to R. Simeon b. Halafta: "Even so
shall the deliverance of lsrael break forth, as it is written,
Though I sit in darknass, the Lord is a light unto me (Micah

vir, 8). At first it comes on little by lirtle, then it begins

to sparkle, then it gathers strength, and then it spreads over

the sky. So at first, In those days, while Mordecai sat in the

. king's gate (Est. 11, 21); then, Mordecai went forth from tha
" presence of the king in royal apparel (ib. vi1, 13); and finally,
The Jews had light and gladness, ete. (ib. 16). As THE
pAwWN: Am [ to say that as the dawn has no shadow,

so Israel have none” Not so, since it says, FAIR AS
tHE MoOoN. Shall [ say that just as the moon does not
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