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Rabbi Joseph Soloveitchik, On Repentance pp. 248-256 (10

In the Selihot, we thank God for having “shown us the way of repentance.” But, in fact, there is
more than one way open to us- there are at least two. The first way is by: blotting out evil. The
second way is by: rectifying evil and elevating it....

Sometimes one will “erase” certain years of a lifetime...But when one blots out a part of his past
he also severs part of his being; his past shrinks and his personality is dwarfed.

Repentance of the first sort leaves man with only a limited sense of return. Man returns to his
starting point, to where he stood prior to sinning and everything that has occurred in the
meantime disappears, as if it had never been...This is the first way of repentance where
premeditated sins are counted as errors.

But there is another way. This second way of repentance does not entail making a clean break
with the past or obliterating memories. It allows man at one and the same time to identify with
the past and still to return to God in repentance. The intensity of sin and the sense of guilt and
shame that overwhelms man in its wake are such strong drives that they impel the penitent
upward and outward in the direction of God. The sins are transformed into positive impulsive
forces which propel the sinner toward God.

Sin is not to be forgotten, blotted out or cast into the depths of the sea. On the contrary, sin has to
be remembered. It is the memory of sin that releases the power within the inner depths of the
soul of the penitent to do greater things than ever before. The energy of sin can be used to bring
one to new heights. This type of repentance, where evil is elevated transforms premeditated sins
into merits.
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Emmanuel Levinas, Totality and Infinity, pp. 282-283 (15
The paradox of pardon lies in its retroaction; from the point of view of common time it
represents an inversion of the natural order of things, the reversibility of time...Active in a
stronger sense than forgetting, which does not concert the reality of the event forgotten, pardon
acts upon the past, purifying it. Forgetting nullifies the relations with the past, whereas pardon
conserves the past in the purified present. The pardoned being is not the innocent being. This
does not mean that innocence is above pardon; [we] discern in pardon a surplus of happiness, the
happiness of reconciliation, the felix culpa...
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