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and later the people would give charity. The wallets of ;nﬁ 2220 TP ’.m' r20n9. 96 PoE 8o

Jews were open twil i ! b O3 mos pen Ph L 30 T3 oy
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7. AND IT CAME To PASs (WAYYEHT). There was \//'_‘ ) AT G2 3IND

woe (way hayah)} Who was it that exclaimed, ‘Woe'?

R. Abin said: The Holy One, blessed be He, if the

expression be permitted, exclaimed, ’Wo;l’ll;lav.:jw may this IPAR MR T WR D TN = T MR WY
be illustrated? By the case of a king who a cantan- X . .

kerous lady as his wife, so he told her: ‘Make me 2 purple mnay "'?9‘? TR W HP'? R "'3!?'3 ,‘?15:;3
robe.’ As long as she was busy with that robe she never CRIDTD ] wy :3'793 g'? gy} RN AR L1 ‘
grumbled. After a time she finished the robe and gave it j o . 5 mam !
to the fuller, who made it ready, and she brought it to the ; IR AN 3 ﬁ‘ﬂ# AN npwy AMDE O 53 ;
king. When the king beheld her, he began to cry, ‘Woel a7 ,0312% AMR TN RPPIBD DR AP3 DR bR |
Oh, that she return not to her cantankerousness!’ In the I P AN a oAmiR A T .35nb meam
same way you find that Israel was constantly muttering— | ol pm ’ :D" ’?"2@- MR AP n? 1752 A |

as it iz written, And the people murmured against Moses \'7}5"\?’ Yy XYW ADE 93 ..‘-l!;ﬁl;t_;ﬁ‘? glis) KW
(Ex. xv, 24); likewise, And the whole congregation of the }"HPD"?Y oyn 1:’?']. ::m;;f iaa u'lw ‘7?; alp} i’}
children of Israel murmured, etc. (sh. xvi, 2); snother N L i .

instance: The children of Israel murmured . . . saying: BY) "?33?7.’3? h1y '7? 13350 29009 W M)
Ye have 1;"1131 ﬂubpeoﬂ; of the Lord (Nuu:l-m xvz;. 6);«;3 M) #7 Dy-ny oARd oA :abR? La3br i LW

8o the Hol ne, blessed be He, requested that they shou s Lo L

nake a Sanctuary for Him; as it is writen, Let them make  *7 WY} 13IY 103 1390 1 Wy Arpn yan 0
Me a sanctuary, ewc. (Ex. xxv, 8). You find that during the L brdie) f q’a?’ ol si] 53 K3 APk J(n 12 o) IR
whole period in which they were occupied with the work - - N

of the Tabernacle they did not mutter. But as soon as they E R?@ Ay "‘1’—-5’3334’ va X 12723 n;RgQB_
had finished the work of the Tabernacle the Holy One, mm g'yv M mi 8 'rrmn RV2I a;g’m Y
blessed be He, began to ery sloud, ‘Woe! Oh that they 9% YV 597

murmur not again, as they were wont to murmurl’
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*Allow me, please, to make 3 “private confession” concerning a matter that has

caused me much loss of sieep. I am not 30 very old, yet I remember a time when nine-
ty percent of world Jewry were observant and the secularists were a smail minority at
the fringes of the camp. I still remember—it was not so long ago—when Jews were
still close to God and lived in an atmosphere pervaded with holiness. But, today, what
do we see? The profane and the secular are in control wherever we turn. Even in those
neighborhoods made up predominantly of religious Jews one can no longer talk of the
“sanctity of the Sabbath day.” True, there are Jews in America who observe the Sab-
bath. The label “Sabbath observer” has come to be used as a title of honor in our
circles, just like “Harav HaGaon"”—aneither really indicates anything and both testify
to the lowly state of our generation. But, it is not for the Sabbath that my heart aches,
it is for the forgotten “eve of the Sabbath.” There are Sabbath-observing Jews in
America, but there are not “evc-of-theﬁg bath” !cws who go out to greet the Sab-
T ting hearts and pulsating souls. are many who observe the pre-
cepts with their hands, with their feet and/or with their mouths—but there arc few,
indeed, who truly know the meaning of service of the heart! What is the percentage of
religious Jews today in contrast to the ninety percent only two generations ago? It
seems to me that religious Jewry survives today solely by force of the Name of God
who is there after man sins. Otherwise we should have utterly despaired and given in
to the feeling, with which I am often overcome as I lic awake at night, that we are
building castles of sand, and any moment a wave will come and wipe out everything.
But God who is there after man sins does not allow us to despair. He whispers in our
cars that “Jerusalem is surrounded by mountains”—one must do much climbing and
work hard, grasp every hand-hold and out-cropping, slide backward and try again to
climb the mountain so as to be able to reach Jerusalem. “Who shall climb the moun-
tain unto the Lord?” 1 do not believe that it is casy to return and repent. The path of
repentance, for the individual, as well as the community, is arduous and many boul-
ders are strewn about which can be overcome only with supreme effort. The road is

long and tortuous until one arrives at the stage of: “Be cleansed before the Lord,” the

cleansing of the Name of God who is there before man sins.
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Related by the Rav in his lecture on “The Future of Jewish Educa-
nion in America,” at the Lincoln Square Synagogue, New York, N.Y,,
May 28, 1975.

The av zaken teaches the yeled zekunim how to act and discipline
his thoughts. We must devote a lot of time to teaching Gemara. We
are not just teaching a text but how to think halakhically, how to
conceptualize and to define. I want to tell you that as far as lomdut
is concerned, American Jewish children are very bright and bril-
liant. Sometimes I do not believe my own eyes when I consider
their fantastic accomplishments. I am speaking from experience,
because I have been a melamed of Gemara my entire adult life.

However, besides teaching the yeled zekunim discipline, the
av zaken teaches him something else—the romance of Yahadut.
He teaches the child how to experiénce and feel Yahadut. Yahadut
is not only discipline. Yes, we start with that, to discipline the child
on all levels, on the physical level, on the social level, on the emo-
tional level, and on the intellectual level. Above all, he teaches the
child how to experience Yahadut, how to feel Yahadut. That is what
my melamed taught me.

A Jew is not only supposed to know what Yahadut stands for
and to have knowledge of Yahadut; he is also called upon to expe-
rience Yahadut, to live it, and_to somehow_engage_in_a_romance.
yxEE‘thg Almighty. Knowing about Yahadut is not enough; it is a
norm to be implemented and experienced. It is to be lived and
enjoyed. It is a great drama which the yeled zekunim must act out
after observing the av zaken.

Studying the Torah she-ba’al peh, the Oral Tradition, and
complying with its precepts are the greatest pleasures a person can
have. It is an exciting and romantic adventure. It is the most
cleansing and purging experience a human being can experience.
The av zaken teaches the yeled zekunim how to live and to feel
Yahadut.
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Objectivity and Subjectivity

At this juncture, however, let us dig{ess and examine the
problem of objectivity and subjectivity in Judaism. This exami-
nation will provide us with the proper background against
which to view the institution of marriage.

We know very well that Judaism has always demanded that

the religious gesture, though steeped in the deepest strata of |

the human personality, must be objectified and crystallized in
concrete physical deeds. There are two aspects to the religious
gesture in Judaism: strict objective discipline and exalted sub-
jective romance. Both are indispensable. For instance, the com-
mandment of Shema requires, on the one hand, an inner act of
surrender to the will of the Almighty. On the other hand, this
subjective experience of submission must be translated into a
physical act of reciting the Shema. The same is true of prayer.
It consists of both experiencing the complete helplessness of
man, his absolute dependence upon God, and the performance
of the ritual of prayer, of reciting fixed texts. The Bible spoke of
the commandment to love one’s neighbor (Lev. 19:18). However,
in Talmudic literature, emphasis was placed not only upon sen-

timent, but upon action, which is motivated by sentiment. The !

Hoshen Mishpat, the Jewish code of civil law, analyzes not
human emotions but actual human relations. The problem of
the Hoshen Mishpat is not what one feels toward the other, but
how he acts toward him.

Judaism has always believed that wherever actions are fair
and relations are just, whenever man is able to discipline him-
self and develop dignified behavioral patterns, the latter are
always accompanied by corresponding worthy emotions.

Feelings not manifesting themselves in deeds are volatile and

transient; deeds not linked with inner experience are soulless |

g_rﬁ_ritga_l_ig@g_. Both the subjective as well as the objective com-
ponent are indispensable for the self-realization of the religious
personality. Yet Halakhah lays emphasis upon actions rather
than upon experiences, for it is confident that, while actions are
capable of stirring the soul, exciting the imagination and firing
the heart, feelings — no matter how noble and dignified, no
matter how strong and violent — may exhaust themselves in an
inner tempest without breaking through to the surface at all.
Man, Halakhah has been teaching us, must first of all respond
to the call of duty and act in accordance with Divine discipline.

Only then may he relive these acts of discipline as fascinating
ideals and great experiences. The central dimension of Judaism
is the voluntas, the will; God summons man to affirm the bind-
ing authority of the Divine norm. Only then does an inner rela-
tionship between God and man begin to bud and blossom.

Judaism is first a discipline and second a romance.

In light of this thesis, we may say that the marital union is




» When you received a call from someone with a suggestion for a date, did you respond
in a timely and respectful way to say either that you are interested in finding out more
about the person in question or that you are busy now and may consider the suggestion

at a future time?

« What kinds of questions did you ask about that person? Were they the most appropriate
ones? Did you focus on internal, longer lasting, aspects or on external ones which can —
and will — change more easily?

« How much time elapsed from the time you agreed to the date until you made the call?

+ Were you respectful to the other person during the telephone call setting up the date?

» Were you dressed properly for the date?

» Did you devote time to plan where you will take the young lady?

« Did you clear your schedule and select a time when you can focus on your date and not
appear rushed?

« Did you bring along enough money to offer your date something nice to eat?

+ Did you pick up your date on time?

+ Were you ready at the designated time or did you have the young man wait for you?

« Did you speak to your date’s parents with graciousness and respect?

+ Did you arrange for transportation, parking, etc.?

* Did you spend a respectable amount of time with your date, even if you may have felt
early on that he or she was not for you?

« If an intermediary was involved, did you call back in a timely manner and let him or her
know whether or not you want to go out again?

« If your relationship has progressed and you feel at a later point that you want to end the
relationship, did you part ways with respect and sensitivity?

+ What did you say about the other person to your friends and others after you broke up?

« Did you make an effort to suggest someone else more suitable as a possible match for
this individual?

« Whether the date results in an engagement or not, did you express hakarat ha-tov for

those who worked — often hard - to bring the two of you together?



