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31b? HA'ISHAH NIKNEIS
actually his nurse. However, Abaye called her his “mother”
because she raised him.

The Gemara relates an episode involving an Amora and his
mother:
mpY MR KNI Y M eK 37 — Rav Assi had this elderly
mother. PYWIn xpyz My mmx — Once she told him, “I
want jewelry.” n% 73y — He thereupon made jewelry for her.
x731 Xpw3 — Subsequently, the mother said, “I want a
husband.” 79 1w — Rav Assi replied, “I will look for one for
you.” D12 MBWT KA RIYA — She then said, “I want one as
handsome as you.” YW1 xy1xy Y10 Apaw ~ [Rav Assi
left her and went to Eretz Yisrael¥  mnax noms xp7yvny —
[Rav Assi] heard that she was coming after him to Eretz
Yisrael. Y s g 12711 ARy xnx — He came before R
Yochanan and asked him: y7x% myinb yagn nxyh wm -
What is [the law] — may one leave the Land of Israel and go
abroad? =y MY mx — [R’ Yochanan] replied to him: It is
prohibited.”s ¥ xpx nx1pb — Rav Assi then asked: But if I
go out to meet my mother, what is [thelaw]?  y7i mh K
— [R’ Yochanan] replied to him: I do not know."® mnk
xnx 71 ’pe — [Rav Assi] waited a short while and then
returned to R’ Yochanan. mY 7ni — [R’ Yochanan] said to
him: nxyY myn) X — Assi, you wish to leave. mpnn
nibw' 371m ~ May the Omnipresent return you to Babylonia
in peace."”
Rav Assi ponders his encounter with R’ Yochanan:
~yYx 177 R xox — [Rav Assi] came before R’ Elazar.
nD9 naTM XY oibw) oo oy — [Rav Assi] said to him,
«Heaven forbid, but perhaps [R’ Yochanan] was angry at me
for wanting to leave Eretz Yisrael.” 77 i 181 by x - [R
Elazar] asked him, “What did [R’ Yochanan] say to you?”
nibwh 7 oippn MY my - [Rav Assi] told him, “R’
Yochanan said, ‘May the Omnipresent return you to Babylonia
in peace.’” ™Y 0K — [R’ Elazar] said to [Rav Assil, DX
1% 772 Mo &9 AT’ — “If he were angry, he would not
have blessed you.”

CHAPTER ONE

KIDDUSHIN

The Gemara concludes the narrative:
WnKPT KIKD YW 121 1971K — Meanwhile, ™ [Rav Assi] hearq
that his mother’s coffin was approaching. P93 X9 W71 X Wy
— He said: If I had known she would die before I reached hex:,i
would not have left Eretz Yisrael. ™

The Gemara relates other ways to honor a parent:
13371 1un — The Rabbis taught in a Baraisa: 7122211702 1amm
N3 — ONE SHOULD HONOR [HIS FATHER] DURING HIS LIFETIME
AND ONE SHOULD HONOR HIM AFTER HIS DEATH. The Baraisa
elaborates: 7y¥'2 113 — HOW must one honor his father DURING
|THE FATHER’S] LIFETIME? nippb vax 123723 yowas - IfINa
CERTAIN PLACE ONE WILL BE HEARD FOR THE SAKE OF HIS FA.
THER™ ") XY — HE SHOULD NOT SAY:  "ayy 9awa winby
— DISPATCH ME FOR MY OWN SAKE;  ™ay¥ 9303 W11 — HURRY
ME along FOR MY OWN SAKE;  "yy Duawa WIYs — DISMISS ME
FOR MY OWN SAKE. K3X 97aw3 w713 X7x — RATHER, EVERY.
THING should be requested FOR THE SAKE OF THE FATHER.?!
The Baraisa continues:

Ty iNn3 — HOW must one honor his father AFTER [THE
FATHER'S] DEATH? 181 [Tywow 227 "nix g — If ONEIS CITING
A TORAH STATEMENT he heard FROM HIS father’s MOUTH, xY
N3X MK 72 MX — HE SHOULD NOT merely SAY: SO SAID my
FATHER. 1322Wn N782 M0 M) KX 0K 73 N9X — RATHER, he
should say: SO SAID my FATHER, MY MASTER; MAY I BE AN
ATONEMENT FOR HIS SOUL/”  WR 7ty o iR '9m M — BUT
THESE WORDS are said only WITHIN TWELVE MONTHS of his
father’s death;2¥ X271 D91y »0% 1273% 1M1 NIX 798 JRaN
— FROM THEN ON HE SHOULD SAY: MAY HIS MEMORY BE BLESSED
FOR LIFE IN THE WORLD TO COME.""

The Gemara discusses yet another aspect of honoring parents:
1331 un - The Rabbis taught in a Baraisa: Dow mwn o]
ian ovy My -~ A SAGE MUST CHANGE THE NAME OF HIS
FATHER AND THE NAME OF HIS TEACHER when attributing a
teaching or ruling to either of them;®!  ow K5 awn K 1IN
jan ovw NLH "N — A SPOKESMAN DOES NOT CHANGE THE NAME

NOTES

14. He saw that his mother was demented (Tos. i HaZakein). Rambam
(Hil. Mamrim 6:10) derives from this incident that when it becomes
impossible to care for parents because of their mental state, a child may
leave them, but should first arrange for someone else to care for them in
a fitting manner. This Rav Assi assuredly did before he left his mother
(Kessef Mishnah). [See also Ravad and Rashash for a different approach
to this Gemara.]

15. It is prohibited to leave Eretz Yisrael except under extraordinary
circumstances (see Rambam Hil. Melachim 5:9).

16. R’ Yochanan was uncertain if the mitzvah to honor one’s parents
overrides the prohibition against leaving Eretz Yisrael.

17. R’ Yochanan thought that Rav Assi had now decided to return to
Babylonia [and resume caring for his mother]. R’ Yochanan therefore
blessed him that he return there in peace (Rashi). In reality, Rav Assi
came to ask if R’ Yochanan had reached a decision on his earlier inquiry,
whether he was permitted to leave Eretz Yisrael temporarily to greet his
meother. [Our explanation throughout will be based on Rashi . According
to Maharsha, Maharit and others, however, R’ Yochanan understood
the purpose of Rav Assi’s second visit, granted permission for him to
leave the Land to greet his mother and blessed him that he should return
to Fretz Yisrael in peace.]

18. After departing Eretz Yisrael, but while still journeying to Babylonia.

19. The Gemara below will describe the manner in which one fulfills the
obligation to honor his parents after their death. Here, however, Rav
Assi conferred no honor by going to meet his mother’s coffin (Tosefos Ri
T T aboin Maharcha- see Pnei Yehoshua and Radal).

91. Even if the son knows that the people will honor him as they honor
the father, he should have them express their respect for the father by
requesting the favor for the latter’s sake [e.g. the son should say:
“Dispatch me for the sake of my father, who needs me”’]. However, if the
father is respected in that place less than the son, requesting a favor for
the father’s sake could possibly besmirch his honor [if the request is not
granted initially, and the son must rely on his own stature in that
community] (Rashi).

29. Literally: his resting place. That is, ] accept upon myself any evil thal
would befall his soul [as a punishment for his misdeeds in this world]
{Rashi).

23. For during that period the father receives whatever punishment he
deserves, since the judgment [even] of the wicked in Gehinnom lasts for
only twelve months (Rashi).

[In stating “may | be an atonement etc.” for twelve full months, the

son allows for the possihility that his father was regarded as a wick
person and was punished for the maximum period of time. However, Taz
to Yoreh Deah (240:12) questions why, then, a son recites the Mourner’s
Kaddish for only eleven months, with the intent to demonstrate that his
father was not regarded as wicked.]
24. Shulchan Aruch (Yoreh Deah 240:9) abridges this formula to el
13729, may his memory be blessed . Hence, it is the custom to say or writé
that shortened tribute or its abbreviation, 91 (Aruch HaShulchet
240):30).

These obligations apply in the case of either deceased parent (Ram¢
loc. cit.; cf. Tosefos Ri HaZakein ).

95 Tn Talmudic times a sage would quietly relate his public discourse tOP
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