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“For to you will every tongue swear.” Every Jew was sent to earth as an agent of the Creator. When a Jew sins, he
violates not only the will of God but also the terms of his assignment. In Halakhah a person’s role as agent disappears
the moment the sender wishes to terminate the agent’s status (his shelihut). A person exists on earth only as long as he
pursues his mission. When an individual disregards or can no longer accomplish his mission then the initial...
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Abraham lived his life as a true agent of God, totally dedicating himself to his assignment. Angels, whose very being is
similarly dedicated, appeared to Abraham simply as peers, as men who did not seem extraordinary in any way. But in
Sodom, a locale where man was completely self-centered, the concept of assignment was foreign. The presence of
these strangers in Sodom created a sensation. Here was a group of strangers who live not for themselves, but
exclusively to fulfill a mission from God. Lot had never construed his life as God’s agent, and the strangers therefore
appeared to him other-worldly, angelic.

(27 Life is a Test by R. Yungreis (pp. 14-15)

Every person has been created to make a different — every person has been shaped and molded by G-d for a special
mission that only he or she can fulfill, and if we have lost sight of that mission, it is only because we no longer know
how to identify.
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(34) Life is a Test (pp. 15-16)

Some years ago, I read a brief news item in The New York Times about an Olympics for Special Children in Seattle,
Washington. It was a small blurb, innocuously placed, and I would probably have missed it had my daughter not
pointed it out to me. The story was about disabled children who competed in a race. When the whistle sounded,
they started to run. Suddenly, one of the young boys fell, skinned his knee, and began to cry. When the others hear
his cry, they stopped in their tracks, turned around, and went to his aid. One little girl who had Down Syndrome,
bent down, kissed his knee and said, “Here, this will make it feel better.” The children helped the boy to his feet,
linked hands, and ever so slowly, they all walked as one to the finish line.

Could it be that these children know of something that those who are running have lost sight of? A world renowned
Torah sage in the holt city of B’nei Brak, Israel and a revered Rosh Yeshivah, the Dean of a Rabbinic academy in
New York, would both stand up for Down Syndrome children, for they believed that these souls are pure and holy
and posses wisdom that our sophisticated world has yet to grasp. One must wonder, who is disabled?
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One does not become heftza only on the day of death. At the end of every day, a day of acting as gavra, a day of
ascension, of accomplishing, he lies on his bed and offers his soul to the Creator. As he recited the words, “Into
Your hands I commit my spirit until the time I awake,” man reflects on his day and his life. He realizes that he is not
all-accomplishing, all-powerful. Even the greatest of men cannot complete his shelihut, the dream can never be
attained, the goal remains unrealized. He succumbs to failure, becoming heftza, helpless, impotent. Man ends each
day as he must ultimately end his life—as a sacrifice to God. Although he lives his life as shevuah, “For to me will
every tounge swear,” he dies as neder, as object, as a “sacrifice to the Lord”: “For to me will every knee bend....”
Moses had his greatest ascent, acting as gavra in the purest sense, when he scaled Mount Nebo. There the Torah
uses a phrase never used before in reference to Moses: He climbed the mount “to the top of the summit”
(Deuteronomy 34:1), reaching the apex of his accomplishment. Yet at the same time, Moses knew exactly what was

to take place on that summit: He would surrender himself to God. He was to sanctify himself as a sacrifice,
transforming himself into heftza.
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