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Basic Timeline for Events Surrounding the Purim Story'

586 BCE 539 BCE 516 486-465 | 458 | 445-443 BCE

Jews are granted
Destruction permission (Cyrus) to Building is
of pwranna return to *x and begin completed
rebuilding wipnn n»a

General Timing of
the Purim Story
(reign of Xerxes I)

Completion of the walls
surrounding o"%w1y
(Nechemiah)

Ezra’s
Aliyah
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! This basic timeline sets the dates according to one accepted opinion amongst scholars which identifies Achashverosh as
Xerxes I (presented as well by G. Cohen, Daat Mikra). All dates are according to the Gregorian calendar.
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“The Hirsch Psalms”, 9:3 - R’ Samson Raphael Hirsch (1808-1888) .20
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V.3. nnw, related to nnx, is the sensation of inner “expansion”, of progress in emotional development, of that
serenity and that mood of joy that should ever be the portion of the pure in heart, and which the righteous should
always seek to attain and to preserve...
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31. “Days of Deliverance” — Rabbi Joseph B.Soloveitchik (MeOtzar Horay Series)

“The Megillah contains the story of events that occurred in the twilight hour of Jewish history. It marks the passing
of a bright, beautiful, summer day, full of song, color and joy, a day on which God’s word was on many tongues and
His spirit in many hearts. It ushers in a dark, dreary, autumnal night of silence and fear, a night in the course of
which God stopped speaking to His people. At that time, the covenantal community was losing, slowly but surely,
the most precious of all gifts: prophecy. The great covenantal dialogue between man and God that had commenced
with Abraham was about to be terminated, and the prophetic community faced a stark, ruthless reality — a non-
prophetic existence. With the transition from a prophetic to a non-prophetic community, the Jewish historical
experience changed completely.” (p70)
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37. “Halakhic Man”, Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik

“...The marketplace, the street, the factory, the house, the meeting place, the banquet hall, all constitute the backdrop
for the religious life. The synagogue does not occupy a central place in Judaism. When liberal Judaism expelled the
Shekhinah, the Divine Presence, from the broad arena of Jewish life, it set aside a special place for it in the temple. As a
result, according to the liberal Jewish outlook, the temple stands at the heart of religion. The Halakhah, the Judaism that
is faithful to itself, however, which brings the Divine Presence into the midst of empirical reality, does not center about
the synagogue or study house. These are minor sanctuaries. The true sanctuary is the sphere of our daily, mundane
activities, for it is there that the realization of the Halakhah takes place.” (p94-95)

“Man initially is receptive, is pure potentiality. But creation, by definition, means spontaneity, actuality,
action, renewal, aspiration and daring. Therefore, man must become a creature that both acts and causes others to
act. The potentiality must transform itself into actuality, the receptivity into spontaneity. The hyle in this process of
creation must ultimately be able to act, drawing upon its own resources. The creature must become a creator, the
object who is acted upon a subject who acts.” (p131)

“The high priest is forbidden to let his hair grow and rend his garment for his dead relative, for preoccupation with
the memory of the dead desecrates the holiness of the Temple and that of the high priesthood. Indeed many rishonim
exempted the high priest from all the rites of mourning. Holiness is rooted and embedded in joy. “And ye shall
rejoice before the Lord your God seven days”, “and thou shalt rejoice in all the good”; Joy is the symbol of the real
life in which the Halakhah is actualized. Avelut, mourning, and aninut, grief, however, are interwoven and bound up
with that arch-opponent of holiness — death.” (p35-36)
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