The Book of lyov: A Jewish Response to Suffering?
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Berachot 7a
[Moshe Rabbeinu] wished to know the ways of God, as it says “Show me Your Glory!”. Moshe said “Master of the
World! Why do some righteous suffer and some wicked prosper?
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Ramban — Sha’ar HaG’mul (281)
Perhaps you will ask: “Given that the matter of judgment is hidden, and we must have faith in His righteousness as
the true judge, may He be blessed and exalted, why should you bother us with studying these ideas? Let us be
content that in the end, there are before Him neither iniquity nor oblivion, rather all his ways are just.” This is the
argument of fools who reject wisdom, for this study will benefit us in our quest to become wise and attain
knowledge of God, may he be blessed, His ways and His deeds.
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Ramban — Introduction to lyov
One of the Sages said that Moshe Rabbeinu wrote it... and he was commanded to write it because its subject is a
root of faith and a foundation of the Torah. Know then, that in that book every possible challenge has been asked,
and in that book must be the final answer.

4) Plot Summary:
Chapter 1-2: Introduction — lyov is a wealthy and righteous man. God allows the Satan to destroy lyov’s family
and possessions and finally the Satan strikes lyov with a very painful disease. Iyov’s three friends
Elifaz, Bildad and Tzofar come to comfort him.

Chapters 3-31 A protracted debate ensues. lyov feels he has been mistreated and the friends argue with him.
Each friend speaks in turn and Iyov replies. There are three rounds of discussion. lyov refuses to
accept their words.

Chapters 32-37 A new person, Elihu, turns up and lectures Iyov further. lyov is silent.

Chapters 38-42 God speaks to lyov from the whirlwind. lyov admits he was wrong for questioning God. lyov’s
family and possessions are restored to him.
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Bava Batra 15a

One of the Rabbis taught before R. Shmuel bar Nachmani “lyov never existed, he was only an allegory”.
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Rambam — Moreh Nevuchim 3:22

The bottom line: Whether he existed or not, all philosophers have been confounded by his story which repeats in
every generation
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There was a man in the land of Utz, his name was lyov. That man was innocent and upright, feared God and
shunned evil.
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Rambam — Moreh Nevuchim 3:22

Utz — this is a command to think “utzu etza”, as if to say to the reader “Ponder this matter and consider it”.
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6 On a certain day, the angels came to present

themselves before GOD, and the Satan came also among
them. 7 GOD said to the Satan: From where do you
come?' Then Satan answered GOD, and said: 'From going
to and fro in the earth, and from walking up and down in
it.' 8 And GOD said to the Satan: 'Have you considered
My servant lyov, that there is none like him in the earth,
a whole-hearted and an upright man, one that fears God,
and shuns evil?' 9 Then the Satan answered GOD, and
said: 'Does lyov fear God for nought? 10 Have You not
made a hedge about him, and about his house, and
about all that he has, on every side? You have blessed
the work of his hands, and his possessions are increased
in the land. 11 But put forth Your hand now, and touch
all that he has, surely he will blaspheme You to Your
face.' 12 And GOD said unto the Satan: 'Behold, all that
he has is in your power; only upon him put not forth your
hand.' So the Satan went forth from the presence of
GOD.

20 Then lyov arose, tore his shirt, plucked out his hair,
and fell down upon the ground, and prostrated himself;
21 And he said; naked came | out of my mother's womb,
and naked shall | return there; GOD has given, and GOD
has taken away; blessed be the name of GOD. 22 For all
this lyov sinned not, nor did he ascribe impropriety to
God.
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1 On a certain day the angels came to present
themselves before GOD, and the Satan came also among
them to present himself before GOD. 2 And GOD said to
the Satan: 'From where do you come?' And the Satan
answered GOD, and said: 'From going to and fro in the
earth, and from walking up and down in it."' 3 And GOD
said to the Satan: 'Have you considered my servant lyov,
that there is none like him in the earth, a whole-hearted
and an upright man, one that fears God, and shuns evil?
and he still holds fast to his integrity, although you
moved Me against him, to destroy him without cause.' 4
And the Satan answered GOD, and said: 'Skin for skin, all
that a man has will he give for his life. 5 But put forth
Your hand now, and touch his bone and his flesh, surely
he will blaspheme You to Your face.' 6 And GOD said to
the Satan: 'Behold, he is in your hand; only spare his life.'
7 So the Satan went forth from the presence of GOD, and
smote lyov with a severe inflammation from the sole of
his foot even to his crown. 8 And he took some potsherd
to scrape himself with as he sat among the ashes. 9 His
wife said to him: 'Do you still hold fast to your integrity?
blaspheme God, and die.' 10 But he said to her: 'You
speak as one of the impious women speak. What? shall
we receive good at the hand of God, and shall we not
receive evil?' For all this lyov did not sin with his lips.
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Reish Lakish said: “the Satan, the Evil Inclination and the Angel of Death are one and the same.”
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Rambam — Moreh Nevuchim 3:22

lyov and his friends thought that God, may He be exalted, did this Himself, and not through the Satan.
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Rambam — Moreh Nevuchim 3:22

All people will praise God and describe Him, may He be exalted, as just and kind, when they are successful and
peaceful, or even when trouble befalls them and they can manage it. But when they experience the suffering of
lyov... when it comes to physical pain not a single one of the average people will bear it, and they will complain and
decry their suffering in their hearts or in speech.



1 After this opened lyov his mouth, and cursed the day
he was born. 2 And lyov spoke, and said: 3 Let the day
perish wherein | was born, and the night wherein it was
said: 'A man-child is brought forth.' 4 Let that day be
darkness; let not God inquire after it from above, neither
let the light shine upon it.

11 Why did | not die from the womb? Why did | not
perish at birth? 12 Why did the knees receive me? And
what purpose the breasts, that | should suckle? 13 For
now should | have lain still and been quiet; | should have
slept; then had | been at rest-- 14 With kings and
counsellors of the earth, who build up waste places for
themselves; 15 Or with princes that have gold, who fill
their houses with silver; 16 Or as a hidden untimely birth
I had not been; as infants that never saw light. 17 There
the wicked cease from troubling; and there the weary
are at rest.
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1 Then answered Eliphaz the Temanite, and said: 2 If one
venture a word unto thee, wilt thou be weary? But who
can withhold himself from speaking? 3 Behold, you have
instructed many, and you have strengthened the weak
hands. 4 Your words have upheld him that was falling,
and you have strengthened the feeble knees. 5 But now
it is come upon you, and you are weary; it touchs you,
and you are frightened. 6 Is not your fear of God your
confidence, and your hope the integrity of thy ways? 7
Remember who ever perished being innocent? Or where
were the upright cut off? 8 According as | have seen,
they that plow iniquity, and sow mischief, reap the same.
9 By the breath of God they perish, and by the blast of
His anger are they consumed.

17 Shall mortal man be just before God? Shall a man be
pure before his Maker? 18 Behold, He puts no trust in
His servants, and His angels He charges with folly; 19
How much more them that dwell in houses of clay,
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whose foundation is in the dust, who are crushed before WS] ’155
the moth!
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1 Then lyov answered and said: 2 Oh that my vexation 199D 299K

were but weighed, and my trauma laid in the balances
altogether! 3 For now it would be heavier than the sand
of the seas; therefore are my words broken. 4 For the
arrows of the Almighty are within me, my spirit drinks
their poison; the terrors of God battle against me.

9 Even that it would please God to crush me; that He
would let loose His hand, and cut me off!

15 My brethren have dealt deceitfully as a brook, as the
channel of brooks that overflow,

24 Teach me, and | will hold my peace; and cause me to
understand wherein | have erred. 25 How forcible are
words of uprightness! But what doth your arguing argue?
26 Do ye hold words to be an argument, but the
speeches of one that is desperate to be wind? 27 Yea, ye
would cast lots upon an orphan, and dig a pit for your
friend.
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7 And it was so, that after GOD had spoken these words to lyov, GOD said to Eliphaz the Temanite: 'My wrath is
kindled against you, and against your two friends; for in your defence of Me you did not speak appropriately, as my
servant lyov has.’
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32 For He is not a man, as | am, that | should answer Him, that we should come together in judgment. 33 There is
no arbiter between us that might lay his hand upon us both.
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Bava Batra 16a
Rav said: “May lyov’s mouth be filled with dust: Can a servant rebuke his master?”
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Bava Batra 16a
Rava said: “We see from here that a person cannot be criticized for what he says in the time of his pain
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1 Then answered Bildad the Shuhite, and said: 2 How 7 990 319
long will you speak these things, seeing that the words of
your mouth are as a mighty wind? 3 Does God pervert . .
judgment? Or does the Almighty pervert justice? TR 9700 I 7Y (2) R OMwE 7772 97 (R)
*TU OX) VYR MY ORT (3) 17°D 70K 32 M)
5 If you would seek earnestly for God, and make your DTY MY

prayer to the Almighty; 6 If you are pure and upright; . . .
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9 As the cloud is consumed and vanishes away, so he that goes down to the grave shall come up no more. 10 He
shall return no more to his house, neither shall his place know him anymore.
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Rava said: “We see from here that Iyov denied the Resurrection of the Dead.”
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R. Yosef Dov Halevi Soloveitchik — Halachic Man (trans. Lawrence Kaplan)

The Halakhah is not at all concerned with a transcendent world. The World to Come is a tranquil, quiet world that

is wholly good, wholly everlasting, and wholly eternal, wherein a man will receive the reward for the

commandments which he performed in this world. However, the receiving of reward is not a religious act;

therefore halakhic man prefers the real world to a transcendent existence because here, in this world, man is given

the opportunity to create, act, accomplish, while there, in the World to Come, he is powerless to change anything

at all. (25
1 Then lyov answered and said: 2 Of a truth | know that ¥ PD 21N

it is so; and how can man be just with God? 3 If one
should desire to contend with Him, he could not answer
Him one of a thousand.

20 Though | be righteous, mine own mouth shall
condemn me; though | be innocent, He shall prove me
perverse. 21 | am innocent--I regard not myself, | despise
my life. 22 It is all one--therefore | say: He destroys the
innocent and the wicked.

1 My soul is weary of my life; | will give free course to my
complaint; | will speak in the bitterness of my soul. 2 |
will say to God: Do not condemn me; make me know shy
You contend with me. 3 Is it good for You that You
should oppress, that You should despise the work of
Your hands, and shine upon the counsel of the wicked?

1 71272 "NYT DK (2) 1R 2R 9N (X)
X7 1y 2077 v'am oX () -8 oY U pIYY
028 3 DR A

DIYRY?) VI DR IPYI 0B PTIR OX (O)

227 ONMN W3 VIR X7 1% 0R (XD)

S1797 RIT YY) OR SRR 12 ¥ X NOR (2D)

S P9B 31K

23 WIRTY Y 2 AN "0 WL R (K)
¥ 1°TI IWIR 98 337-8 9K MR (2) v
2" OXRN °3 P WYN *3 T 2ty (3) 21370 2
DRI DYY NEY 29) 732

(26

1 Then answered Tzofar the Naamathite, and said: 2
Should not the multitude of words be answered? And
should a man full of talk be accounted right?

5 But oh that God would speak, and open His lips against
you; 6 And that He would tell you the secrets of wisdom,
that sound wisdom is manifold! Know therefore that God
exacts of you less than your iniquity deserves. 7 Can you
find out the deep things of God? Could you penetrate to
the uttermost reaches of the Almighty? 8 It is high as
heaven; what can you do? Deeper than the nether-
world; what can you know? 9 The measure of it is longer
than the earth, and broader than the sea. 10 If He were
to pass by, and suppress, or gather in, who could hinder
Him?

13 If you set your heart aright, and stretch out your
hands toward Him-- 14 If iniquity be in your hand, put it
far away, and let not unrighteousness dwell in your
tents-- 15 Surely then shall you lift up your face without
blemish; indeed, you shall be steadfast, and shall not
fear;

19 Also you shall lie down, and none shall make you
afraid; indeed, many will wait upon your presence.
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1 Then lyov answered and said: 2 No doubt but you are
the people, and wisdom shall die with you. 3 But | have
understanding as well as you; | am not inferior to you;
indeed, who doesn’t know such things as these?

7 But ask now the beasts, and they shall teach you; and
the fowls of the air, and they shall tell you; 8 Or speak to
the earth, and it shall teach you; and the fishes of the sea
shall declare to you; 9 Who knows not among all these,
that the hand of GOD has wrought this? 10 In whose
hand is the soul of every living thing, and the breath of
all mankind.—

14 Behold, He breaks down, and it cannot be built again;
He supresses a man, and there can be no opening. 15
Behold, He withholds the waters, and they dry up; also
He sends them out, and they overturn the earth. 16 With
Him is strength and sound wisdom; the deceived and the
deceiver are His.

3 Notwithstanding | would speak to the Almighty, and |
desire to reason with God. 4 But you are plasterers of
lies, you are all physicians of no value. 5 Oh that you
would altogether hold your peace! and it would be your
wisdom. 6 Hear now my reasoning, and hearken to the
pleadings of my lips. 7 Will you speak unrighteously for
God, and talk deceitfully for Him? 8 Will you show Him
favor? Will you contend for God? 9 Would it be good
that He should search you out? Or as one mocks a man,
will you mock Him? 10 He will surely reprove you, if you
do secretly show favor. 11 Shall not His majesty terrify
you, and His dread fall upon you? 12 Your memorials
shall be like ashes, your eminences to eminences of clay.
13 Hold your peace, let me alone, that | may speak, and
let come on me what will. 14 Why should | take my flesh
in my teeth, and put my life in my hand? 15 Were He to
kill me — I would still trust in Him; but | will argue my
ways before Him. 16 He shall also be my salvation, for
no hypocrite will come before Him. 17 Hear diligently
my speech, and let my declaration be in your ears. 18
Behold now, | have ordered my cause; | know that | shall
be justified. 19 Who is he that will contend with me? For
then would | hold my peace and die. 20 Only do not two
things unto me, then will | not hide myself from You: 21
Withdraw Your hand far from me; and let not Your terror
make me afraid. 22 Then call You, and | will answer; or
let me speak, and answer You me. 23 How many are
mine iniquities and sins? Make me to know my
transgression and my sin. 24 Why do you hide Your face,
and hold me for Your enemy? 25 Will You harass a driven
leaf? And will You pursue the dry stubble? 26 That You
should write bitter things against me, and make me to
inherit the iniquities of my youth?
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1 So these three men ceased to answer lyov,because he
was righteous in his own eyes.2 Then was kindled the
wrath of Elihu the son of Barachel the Buzite, of the
family of Ram; against lyov was his wrath kindled,
because he justified himself rather than God. 3 Also
against his three friends was his wrath kindled, because
they had found no answer, and had condemned lyov.

4 Now Elihu had waited to speak to lyov, because they
were older than he. 5 And when Elihu saw that there was
no answer in the mouth of these three men, his wrath
was kindled.

22 Yea, his soul draws near unto the pit, and his life to
the destroyers. 23 If there be for him an angel, an
intercessor, one among a thousand, to vouch for a man's
uprightness; 24 Then He is gracious unto him, and says:
'Deliver him from going down to the pit, | have found a
ransom.' 25 His flesh is tenderer than a child's; he
returns to the days of his youth; 26 He prays to God, and
He is favourable to him; so that he sees His face with joy;
and He restores unto man his righteousness. 27 He
comes before men, and says: 'l have sinned, and
perverted that which was right, and it profited me not.'
28 So He redeems his soul from going into the pit, and
his life beholds the light. 29 Lo, all these things does God
do, twice, even three times, with a man, 30 To bring back
his soul from the pit, that he may be enlightened with
the light of the living.
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1 Then GOD answered Job out of the whirlwind, and
said: 2 Who is this that darkens counsel by words
without knowledge? 3 Gird up now your loins like a man;
for | will demand of you, and declare you to Me. 4 Where
were you when | laid the foundations of the earth?
Declare, if you have the understanding.

31 Can you bind the chains of the Pleiades, or loose the
bands of Orion? 32 Can you lead forth the Mazzaroth in
their season? Or can you guide the Bear with her sons?
33 Know you the ordinances of the heavens? Can you
establish their dominion in the earth?

39 Will you hunt the prey for the lioness? Or satisfy the
appetite of the young lions, 40 When they crouch in their
dens, and abide in the covert to lie in wait? 41 Who
provides for the raven his prey, when his young ones cry
to God, and wander for lack of food?

15 Behold now Behemoth, which | made with you; he
eats grass as an ox. 16 Lo now, his strength is in his loins,
and his force is in the stays of his body. 17 He strains his
tail like a cedar; the sinews of his thighs are knit
together. 18 His bones are as pipes of brass; his gristles
are like bars of iron. 19 He is the beginning of the ways of
God; He only that made him can make His sword to
approach to him. 20 Surely the mountains bring him
forth food, and all the beasts of the field play there.

25 Can you draw out Leviathan with a fish-hook? or press
down his tongue with a cord? 26 Can you put a ring into
his nose? or bore his jaw through with a hook? 27 Will he
make many supplications to you? or will he speak soft
words to you?
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1 Then lyov answered GOD, and said: 2 | know that You
can do everything, and that no purpose can be withheld
from You. 3 Who is this that hides counsel without
knowledge? Therefore have | uttered that which |
understood not, things too wonderful for me, which |
knew not. 4 Hear, | beseech You, and | will speak; I will
demand of You, and declare You to me. 5 | had heard of
You by the hearing of the ear; but now my eye sees You;
6 Wherefore | abhor my words, and repent, seeing | am
dust and ashes. 7 And it was so, that after GOD had
spoken these words to lyov, GOD said to Eliphaz the
Temanite: 'My wrath is kindled against you, and against
your two friends; for you have not spoken of Me the
thing that is right, as My servant lyov has. {S} 8 Now
therefore, take for yourselves seven bullocks and seven
rams, and go to My servant lyov, and offer up for
yourselves a burnt-offering; and My servant lyov shall
pray for you; for him will | accept, that | am not forced to
deal with you improperly; for you have not spoken of Me
the thing that is right, as my servant lyov has.' 9 So
Eliphaz the Temanite and Bildad the Shuhite and Tzofar
the Naamathite went, and did according as GOD
commanded them; and GOD accepted lyov. 10 And GOD
changed the fortune of lyov, when he prayed for his
friends; and GOD gave lyov twice as much as he had
before.
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Rambam — Moreh Nevuchim 3:23

But when he came to know God correctly, he realized that true bliss — which is the knowledge of God — is available
to whomever knows Him. No suffering can ever detract from it. However, in the past, as long as lyov had known
God only through tradition, he had thought health and wealth and children had absolute worth. All this and his
confusions and the words he had spoken held sway as long as he had not become wise, as he said “I had heard of
you”. Now however, my eye sees you and | decry all those things which earlier | had valued, and no longer mind
the dust and ashes in which | had to wallow during my sickness.
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Tehillim 73
1 A Psalm of Asaph. Surely God is good to Israel, even to such as are pure in heart. 2 But as for me, my feet were
almost gone; my steps had well nigh slipped. 3 For | was envious at the arrogant, when | saw the prosperity of the
wicked.17 Until | entered into the sanctuary of God, and considered their end. 28 But as for me, the nearness of
God is my good; | have made the Lord GOD my refuge, that | may tell of all Thy works.



