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Bernard Revel: Builder of American Jewish Orthodoxy (pp. 210-211) (5

210 | BERNARD REVEL

greatly multiplied. In addition, European rabbinical leaders and
professors also sought to gain admittance to the United States as
nonquota immigrants. The Immigration Act of 1924 provided for
the entry of any person who had been a “minister of any religious
denomination, or professor of a college, academy, seminary, or
university” for at least two ycars before his application for ad-
mission to the United States and wished “to enter the United
States solely for the purpose of continuing this vocation.™

By 1939 Revel’s attempts to bring these students, rabbis, and
professors to the United States represented a frantic race against
time. Among the Furopean yeshiva graduartes saved by Revel
during this last period were Rabbis Joseph Arnest and Samuel
Volk. Rabbi Arnest had previously studied in the yeshivor of
Navardok, Kremenchug under Rabbi Baruch Ber Leibowitz,
Slobodka, and Telshe. At Telshe he was ordained by its rosh
bayeshiva, Rabbi Joseph Leib Bloch, and his son and successor,
Rabbi Abraham Bloch. In a letter recommending Arnest to Revel,
Rabbi Abraham Bloch wrote:

We have witnessed the fulfillment of Rabbi Baruch Ber’s prediction
that Rabbi Joseph Arnest would become one of the well-known
Gaonim of Israel and that many will be guided by the light of his
Torah. . . . He propounds brilliant interpretations to difficult Tal-
mudic passages.

Rabbi Arnest becamc a rosh yeshiva at the Yeshiva after his
1939 arrival.

Rabbi Volk was a graduate of the Ponevez, Slobodka, and
Telshe yeshivot. At Telshe he became a disciple of its roshei
yeshiva, Rabbis Chaim Rabinowitz and Joseph Leib Bloch. In a
letter to Revel requesting his aid in obraining a visa for Volk,
Rabbi Kahanc-Shapiro of Kovno declared: “Rabbi Samuel Volk is
on a par with great Torah luminaries. He has written many
elucidating commentaries on the Talmud and is especially pro-
ficient in the Talmudic sections that discuss the laws of sacrifice
and ritual purity.” Rabbi Volk also joined the Yeshiva faculty
shortly after arriving in 1939,

Some of the famous rabbinical leaders brought here by Revel
during this time were Rabbis Joseph Breuer and Mendel Zaks.
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Dr. Breuer, a grandson of Rabbi Samson Raphacl Hirsch, arrived
from Belgium in February 1939. He received his rabbinical
training at the Frankfort Yeshiva, headed by his father, Rabbi
Solomon Breuer. He later served as rabbi of the Klaus Synagogue
of Frankfurt, and in 1926 succeeded his deceased father as dean
of the Frankfurt Yeshiva. In America he was to become the spirit-
ual leader of the Orthodox German community that settled in the
Washington Heights section of Manhattan,

Rabbi Mendel Zaks was rosh hayeshiva of the Radin Yeshiva
established by his father-in-law, the Chofetz Chaim. While in the
United States in 1938, Rabbi Zaks was given a contract by Revel
which would have enabled him to remain here, but he chose to
return to his school in Radin. In 1940, while fleeing from Vilna to
Japan, Rabbi Zaks appealed to Revel to renew his contract so that
he would qualify for a nonquota visa:

Our souls have gone through much, and I am greatly perplexed—
may God have mercy on us—and I plead with you to have mercy on
me and on my dear family [and to send me the necessary papers].
Many things depend upon this that I cannot write about. . . . I
am being brief when I should be lengthy. However, 1 depend upon
your perceptiveness since more than what is actually written here
is being said. May the merit of my sainted father-in-law help us
and all the House of Israel thar currenty is undergoing so much
trouble and tribulation,

Revel renewed his contract in a lengthy telegram. Later that
year Rabbi Zaks succeeded in coming to America. During the en-
suing years he devoted himself to attempting to save his former
European students. He also raised funds for the Yeshiva students
who sought refuge in Siberia and Shanghai during the war. In
1942 Rabbi Zaks founded the Yeshivat Chofetz Chaim in Manhat-
tan, and in 1945 he also joined the faculty of the Rabbi Isaac
Elchanan Theological Seminary.

Among the professors saved by Revel were Doctors Aaron Frei-
mann and Bruno Kisch. Dr. Freimann was a renowned biblio-
grapher who had previously served as the librarian of the city and
university libraries in Frankfurt. After arriving in America in
1939 he joined the staff of the New York Public Library as a con-
sultant in bibliography and also lectured art the Yeshiva Graduate
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Three Generations by Davan 1. Grunfeld (pp. 124-125) (6

craft apprenticeships in the engineering trades, or student appren-
ticeships in professional engineering. And because we insist on
Sabbath observance our orthodox youth must not be less, but
better qualified than others. On the other hand there is great
hope that the harnessing of atomic energy into the service of man,
will in future enable him to gain more leisure-time which can be
used by orthodox Jews for the study of the Torah.

One thing is certain. The new orthodox Baal Habayit,
living in the framework of Western civilisation, cannot and will not
be a mere replica of the Baal Habayit in the small “ Staetel ” of
Eastern Europe, nor will he be able to devote his time to the study
of the Torah solely because his wife looks after both the home and
the business. If we wish to rebuild in the sphere of Western
civilisation, that kind of orthodoxy which is to replace the
destroyed orthodox centres on the continent of Europe, a great
deal of thought must be given to the manner of educating the
Talmid Chacham who would personify the Western way of ortho-
dox Jewish life. It is obvious that this type of Baal Habayit can
be reared only in a Jewish Day School which must also pave the
way to the Yeshivah.

It has been pointed out in previous chapters that here, too,
it was Samson Raphael Hirsch who did pioneer work by founding
his Jewish Day School, the famous Hirsch-Realschule. Needless
to say, in the programme of his School, Hirsch stressed the
primacy of Torah education—Torah was always to remain the
9p*y. On the other hand, true to his fundamental conception
of “Torah im Derech Eretz” he reiterates: “ Should our children
forego the intellectual advantages of modern times? No, they
should not! IFf, of course, they had to do so—if we had no other
alternative than either to let our children remain ignorant of tne
knowledge of the Torah which converts a Jew by birth into a Jew
spiritually, or to let them do without much of the benefit of the
new learning we would not hesitate for a minute, in the face of
the opposition of many of our contemporaries, to declare that we
as Jews had to forego intellectual advantages, which could be
acquired only at the expense of the Jewish spirit of our children.
For us, 100, it would be Judaism first, and then secular education.”
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; * However, thank God it is not so. OQur children need not
forego any of the advantages of a genuinely humanist education,
any of the fruits of knowledge and learning, in order to acquire
the truths and the wisdom and the life-treasures of Judaism. Pur-
sued hand in hand, there is room for both, each enhancing the
value of the other and producing the glorious fruit of a distinctive
Jewish culture which, at the same time “is pleasant in the eyes
of God and man.” . .. * Find learned and trained Jewish teachers,
teachers with a Jewish education, men whose own intellectual and
spritual education has matured in a harmonisation of its Jewish
and secular components, who have absorbed with equal thorough-
ness and earnestness both Jewish learning and secular learning . . ,
to such men you may entrust your children, so that they may early
in life introduce them into both spheres equally, with equal earn-
estness and equal care. In their hands both spheres can become
but one sphere, one task, and aim at one object: to teach the
minds and hearts of youth to acquire at the sources of Divine
truth and ancestral wisdom a knowledge and love of Judaism, to
get themselves for their calling as men and Jews and to draw for
themselves from these sources in every serious and every playful
hour alike a cup of refreshment and dedication, of enlightenment
and holiness. For this calling they must teach them to understand
what is required for its accomplishment by nature and history, and
to this accomplishment to apply all their spiritual forces, capa-
bilities and aptitudes to the utmost of their ability. Try to apply
the ancient principle of “ Talmud Torah im Derech Eretz ” (Torah
together with the ways of the world) which ties religious and
secular education closely together and makes one conditional on
the other, and you will live to sece how omw nyas, how the
faithful, simultaneous observance of both components, ny nnown
will prevent one from going astray; you will live to see with what
pleasure and love your children will study the Torah, will drink
in the spirit of the Divine teachings and ancestral wisdom, and
how yet—or, perhaps, because of this, they will vie with their
fellows in the acquisition of all the knowledge and aptitudes of
secular education,” (Der Religionsunterricht, Ges, Schr. Vol. 1,
pp.266 ff.)
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The Rav: The World of Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik (vol. 2, pp. 225-231)

Yeshiva University

21.01 Boston to New York

Related by the Rav in his address at the convention o mark the
merger of the Mizrachi and Ha-FPoel ha-Mizrachi movements in the
United States in 1957, Published in Ohr ha-Mizrach (2], p. 28
(Hebrew).

1 am only a guest in New York. T regularly fly back and forth from
Boston to New York. While aboard the plane I am often over-
whelmed by the achievements of modern technology. The speed
and exactness of the flight of the aircraft exemplify thesc accom-
plishments.

Al umes, when observing these technological strides, 1 feel
lost as [ fly between the heavens and the earth. Man loses his inde-
pendence, and I feel like a worthless object in the vastness of the
universe. “When I behold Thy heavens, the work of Thy fingers . . .
what is man, that Thou are mindful of him? And the son of man,
that Thou thinkest of him?” [Psalms 8:4-5].

After the planc lands at LaGuardia Airport, I go directly to
the Yeshiva. I immediately enter the world of Abaye and Raba. It is
a different world with totally dissimilar surroundings. If you
should ask how I feel with this sudden change in my environs
when I enter the Yeshiva, I will respond that it is a superb transi-
tion. When I enter the world in which the same topics are dis-
cussed that were analyzed in the academies of Sura and
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myself and to display my unique dignity of having been creared in
the image of GGod. The glory of the individual is exemplified by the
singularity of every human being. This concept is the motto of my
life. I never wish 10 wear the mask of another person in order to
ingratiatc myself with the masses. I know the statement of the
sages that “If T am not for myself, then who is for me?” [Avot
1:14]. Whart our sages mean is thar iff I am not myself, T will not
succeed in acting like someone clsc.

I camc to the United States and was thrown into Boston as a
rabbi. It was difficult. Laymen like to advise their rabbis. This is
true about the laity in Boston and even aboul my congreganis in
Congregation Moriya [on the Upper West Side of Manhattan].
They advised me to Americanize and to adjust myself 1o the new
American circumstances, They wanted me to fit in. T fought them
birterly. 1 knew rhar I would lose my originality if T tried to be what
I was not. I would losc my unigucncss, and ultmately the Divine
Image within me. I do not like 1o do what others can do better or
just as well. T wish to do that which I am unique at! This is not an
expression of haughtiness; no, it is a fulfillment of my intrinsic
human dignity and individuality.

Ewven when it comes to talmudic study T follow the same prin-
¢iple. T had a great rebbe—my father. My father had an even
greater rebbe—Reb Chaim. I learned a great deal from my father.
I can dcclarc, like R. Eliczer: “Much Torah have I learned, yer [
have but skimmed from the knowledge of my teachers much like a
dog lapping from the sea® [Sanhedrin 68a]. As much as T received
from my [ather, T stll manage to pass it on to my students in my
own unigue fashion. I urilize my own vocabulary. T'rue, I must say
about my father and grandfather that “we drink their water™ [i.c.
benefir from their learning; Baba Metzia 84b], Yet I am writing my
own Scfer Torah [Torah scroll], and I have my own unique kerav
vad [handwriting].

T do not enjoy it when my students speak in cliches and simply
parrot the concepts of Brisk. T'he same with my homiletical lec-
mres. ] do not utilize the rabbinical sources and quotations that
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Pumpeditha [in ancient Babylonia], I know that I am on firm and
stable ground. In such endeavors there is perpetual truth. In the
Yeshiva [ am at home because I am grounded in the world of eter-
nity.

21.02 Yeshiva University I

Related by the Rav in hs address 1o the Yeshiva Unrversity Rab-
binic Alumn, Yeshroa University, March 1, 1956. (Yiddish).

In addition to teaching at the Yeshiva, I consider myself a real
friend of the institution. This is not just because I am a rosh
yeshiva at Yeshiva University. It is much more than a matter of
employment; it is, rather, that the Yeshiva redeemed my soul! It's
true! You all know how difficult the American rabbinate is. The
rabbi can lose his mind. The older European rabbis lost their
heads in the slaughterhouses and butcher shops. The younger
American rabbis lose them in cemeteries and wedding halls. Since
I am half and half I would have lost my head in both places. Since
I am half modern and half old-fashioned, I would have lost my
head both in the slaughterhouse and the cemetery. [Laughter.]

The Yeshiva redeemed me and spared me from such a destiny.
These last fifteen years [1941-56] I have been privileged to avoid
{alling in the sense of the fall of “the Nephilim [giants] were on the
carth in those days” [Genesis 6:4]. ITn my whole life [ have not
accomplished as much spiritually as I have in these past fifteen
years! There are days and nights when I do not leave my desk. T
struggle to understand a [passage from the] Ber Shmuel [commen-
tary on the Shulhan Arukh, Even ha-Lzer], the Ramban [Nah-
monides] on the Torah, the Milhamot [ha-Shem] of the Ramban
on the Rif [RabbiYitzhak Alfasi], or a midrash. My wife will testify
to this. For this ability to devote my time to the study of Torah I
am thankful to the Yeshiva. However, my real gratitude to the
Yeshiva is because of another reason.

T may have very few good traits, but one trait which I do pos-
sess is my inability to imitate anyone else. I always want to be
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others generally use in their scrmons. [ rejoice in being alone and
individualistic. If I am found wanting, then my achieverncnts may
very well be inconsiderable. However, if T am a pygmy, at least 1
Aam 4 pygmy who posscsses the Divine Image. I must chart my own
course. Our sages refer to Abraham as the “only one® [Sanhedrin
93a] because he was unique and paved a new way for mankind. I
am always attracted to those (Gedolei Yisracl [rabbinical scholars
and leaders] who charied new courses. The same is true in my
relationship with institutions. T am impressed by institutions that
are pacesetters and innovative. In the Rabbi Tsaac Elchanan Theo-
logical Seminary of Yeshiva University, 1 have discovered such an
institution. This school is unique, and it is imbued with the honor
and digniry of man created in the Image of (God. This is the secret
of my love for and commitment 10 the Yeshiva.

In order to explain what characterizes the unigueness of the
Yeshiva, I must utilize an historical parallel. In the last century
there was Rabbi Samson Raphacl Hirsch [1808-1888] in Ger
many. He was unigue in both his intellectual ability and his emo-
tional sensibility. He had an aesthetic appreciation  and
understanding of life. He struggled with the same problem we
have today in the United States: how to prescrve Torah Judaism in
4 secular environment. Rabbi Tlirsch accomplished great things in
Germany. Our problems today are even more profound and com-
plex than thosc that he faced. Rabbi Hirsch struggled in 1860;
today it is 1956 and we have so many more technological
advances. Yes, we are attempting to solve our problems. We have
made a start, What is the difference berween our approach snd
that of Rabbi Hirsch? TTe developed an aesthetic and rasteful syna-
gogue service that would appeal to the German Jew. He strove to
unite fear of God with universal concepts. Rabbi Hirsch set as his
goal the training of German Jews who would be frum [pious] and
have universal understanding, However, in addition to combining
the fear of God with worldly culrure, the Yeshiva wants above all to
stress the importance of the study of Torah, Our goal is to educate
a generation of Torah scholars with sccular knowledge, Rabbi Hir
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sch was satisfied to attract the youth to the synagogue, in which he
developed a beautiful and aesthetic Judaism. This is exactly what
many Orthodox Jews wish to do in New York. They want Judaism
to be built on ceremony and beautiful sentiments. For example,
they stress the lighting of Sabbath candles, the white tablecloth for
the Sabbath table, the decorating of the sukkah, and transporting
the etrog in a silver case. They desire a decorous prayer service and
insist that all the worshipers sing together when the Torah scroll is
removed from the ark!

Rabbi Hirsch succeeded in these endeavors. He insisted that
his followers not shave during the three weeks [of mourning for the
destruction of the Temple] and during sefirah [the period of
mourning between Passover and Shavuot]. Many German Jews
observed the entire lorah as a result of Rabbi Hirsch’s efforts.
They were careful about both minor and major laws. I lived for
many years in Germany, and I observed these Jews. I knew a Pro-
fessor Eugen Mittwoch [1876-1942], who was a professor of QOri-
ental languages at the University of Berlin.! I saw him come to the
university on Tishah be-Av in slippers and with a three-week
beard. You have no idea how deep his commitment to Judaism had
to be to do this. To wear a yarmulka at the University of Berlin was
not like wearing one at Columbia University today.

These were great accomplishments in Germany. This type of
Judaism was truly blossoming in the twenties and the early thirties
when I was there. Tragically, it was cut down right after the start of
its bloom. Many cultured, observant Jews were developed by this
approach. Nevertheless, German Jews lacked the knowledge of
Torah. All-encompassing dedication to the study of Torah was not
stressed. German rabbis were frum. There is much we can learn
from their piety and observance. They were zealous in safeguard-
ing the Orthodox character of their synagogues. However, these
German rabbis only knew a small portion of the Shulhan Arukh
and the Bible. They studied such popular halakhic volumes as the
Hayyvei Adam [by R. Abraham Danzig, 1810, based on Shulhan
Arukh, Orah Hayyim] and the Kitzur Shulhan Arukh [by R.
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The truth is that there is no real synthesis in the world. If there is a
contradiction between Torah and secular endeavor, then synthesis
is not possible. If there is a thesis and anti-thesis, then no synthesis
is possible. In general, a synthesis is very superficial. It is apolo-
getic, it imitates others and the individual loses his uniqueness. In
synthesis no one succeeds. Even our great teacher Rabbi Moses
ben Maimon [Maimonides] did not succeed in his attempts at syn-
thesis. The greatness of the Yeshiva is that it is a real Yeshiva and on
the second level a proper academic institution. Both divisions
function without synthesis and compromise.

My students go from my shiur on the first floor of the Yeshiva
building to their college classes on the third floor. In my class, they
study in depth such talmudic topics as whether the signatures of
the witnesses or the witnessing of the actual delivery make the get
[divorce document] effective [Gittin 23a), or whether going over
the writing on a get document can validate the get [Gittin 20a].
Then they go upstairs to their college classes, where they study
theories in mathematics and physics. I am proud when my student
is both a Torah scholar and a good college student. If there were a
synthesis, both achievements would be weakened!

In this concept, our Yeshiva is unique. It is not like other
yeshivot. It is not like Israeli institutions. Let us not allow the
Israelis to rebuke us. They have much to learn from us. Their so-
called modern institutions have not produced Torah scholars. I am
not overwhelmed by wonder at the establishment of a religious
university [Bar-Ilan University]. It can be named after the Vilna
Gaon, not just after Rabbi Meir Bar-Ilan [1880-1949; leader of
religious Zionism]. Such an institution does not produce Torah
scholars. The Catholics also have religious universities. I do not
like to imitate others! We have a Yeshiva, and because the times
demand it, we also have a university, These two divisions will not
be synthesized. They will remain two institutions. It may be like a
man with two heads, but it is better to have two heads than not to
have one. [Laughter.]
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Solomon Ganzfried, 1864, an abridged Shulhan Arukh], They had
some slight knowledge of how to decide questions of Jewish law
and also knew a little Jewish philosophy. They excelled in their
external deportment, and their synagogues were graced with an
aura of dignity.

There are many Jews in the United States, and among them
our own rabbinical graduates, who desire that the Yeshiva follow
the same course. They feel that the Yeshiva should stress the exter-
nals and producce “professional rabbis.” Such rabbis would resem-
ble the incense altar in the Tabernacle. They would emit a pleasant
fragrance. However, they would never enter the Holy of Holies
and achieve the knowledge of Torah represented by the Tablets in
the Ark of the Covenant [which stood in the Holy of Holies]. I am
certain that the Yeshiva would have an easier time raising funds if it
followed this path.

The Yeshiva has another goal, however, and this is its great-
ness. It seeks to achieve the contents of the Ark of the Covenant.
The Yeshiva’s ultimate goal is to produce true rabbinical scholars. I
do not wish to cxaggerate, but I fecl that the Yeshiva has the finest
talmudic faculty in the world. No Yeshiva, including those in the
State of Israel, has such an outstanding faculty. The roshei yeshiva
here deliver lectures that could have been presented to the stu-
dents in the Volozhin Yeshiva. I know what I am talking about in
this respect. The language of the Yeshiva is the same as that utilized
in all the yeshivot in consonance with the traditional approach to
the study of the Oral Torah. Rabbinic literature is studied in full
depth, and our goal is to educate first-class rabbinical scholars.
Simultaneously, we wish to give these Torah students secular aca-
demic ability.

I have heard criticisms against the Yeshiva that we have not yet
achieved the proper synthesis between Torah study and secular
endeavor; berween fear of God and worldliness. We have not
achieved what the German Orthodox Jews called “Torah with
derekh eretz [worldly occupation”] [Avot 2:2]. I claim that the
true greatness of the Yeshiva is that it does not have this synthesis.
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This uniqueness of the Yeshiva is another reason why I am
loyal to this institution. It is a reflection of my own thinking and
commitment.

1. On Professor Eugen Mittwoch, see Mordechai Eliav and Esricl Hildesheimer, Ber
ha-Medrash le-Rabanim be-Berlin, 1873-1938 (Jerusalem: Leo Baeck Institute 1996), P.
79.

21.03 Yeshiva University II

Related by the Rav in his address at the Hag ha-Semikhah (Rab-
binical Graduation Convocation) on April 12, 1970. The address was
described in the Commentator (Yeshiva University’s undergraduate
newspaper) on April 15, 1970; and excerpted and published in the
Commentator, March 22, 1994, pp. 8-9.

Yeshiva is an institution which has been opposed and challenged
for a long, long time. This opposition to the Yeshiva is a result of
the uniqueness of its singular contribution to American Jewish life.
You will ask me, In what does this uniqueness express itself? What
is it? I will answer you that its uniqueness is an idea, or, if you
wish, a faith. If you wish to say so, the uniqueness consists of an
adventure. What is this idea, faith, or adventure? It is the concept
that the Yeshiva has proclaimed in three words: “It is possible!”
That is the motto of the Yeshiva. What is possible? If you ask this
question, I will tell you. It is possible to be a Jew, a loyal commit-
ted Jew, living a Jewish life. It is possible to be a talmid hakham, a
scholar, because intellectual achievements play a great role in
Judaism. One can be a scholar, a Jew committed to Torah she-be’al
peh [the Oral Tradition] and Torah she-bikhtav [the Written Tradi-
tion]. One can be a Jew committed to the past, present, and future
of Jewish history. A Jew committed to the eschatological vision of
Aharit ha-Yamim [the end of days], and, at the same time, a mem-
ber of modern society. A useful member, trained in all the skills,
and able to live in the midst of modern society and not to retreat.
Such an individual takes pride in the fact that he is singular and
unique as a Jew. This is the idea that the Yeshiva has proclaimed in
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