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2 a'nitw nN. It stands to reason that under the pressure of his duties, and to be able to devote himself
entirely to the fulfillment of his mission, Moshe had sent his wife and children back from Egypt to his
father-in-law. But this “sending home” was not misunderstood and did not harm their relationship: Yisro
remained nwn |nn, and Tzipporah remained nwn nwx.
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Lecture given by Rabbi Joseph Soloveitchik on June 10, 1974 Transcribed by Yitzchak Etshalom
...l want to let you in on another secret. It was not an invitation which a son-in-law extended to his father-
in-law. It was not an invitation extended by an individual to another human being to share the good things
in life. It was more than that. It was an invitation extended by Moshe, as a representative of Klal Yisrael to
all Gerim of all generations... It was extended to the entire non-Jewish world: Join us! Join us in the
promised land - provided that the non-Jew is ready to subject himself to the same Divine discipline as we
did. Any human being was offered the opportunity to join the march to the promised land, the march to
the Messianic era. If that march had been realized, the coming of Mashiach would have taken place then
and Moshe would have been the Melekh haMashiach. It was quite optional - the Jews could have
reached it, they lost it so Moshe is not the Melekh haMashiach and the distance between them in time is
long and far. The Torah was given to us. Eretz Yisrael was given to us, certainly. However, we were told
to pass on G-d’s word to mankind as such... What does Moshe think? That Yitro, the non-Jew, is
dependent upon us? Our Torah is commodious enough to encompass the entire world. There is enough
Hessed, goodness and happiness in the Torah to be transmitted to others and to be shared by others.
Join our triumphal march, Moshe said to Yitro, towards our destiny. It may become your destiny as well.

07 Y w1t antpn Yrann (24

IMIN DR WA 02w PR DRT AWID 79101 7nY PIRWD w1 (077 NINW) DIXM PIRM YXIW? 12 NRX? wrbwn wIna
MW TY 770 (0N MR TY 70 KD IRIR DR IMPW K2 77N (00 0P 1IN (170R ©O1AT) KT IRPY AR ,AY 0Tpw
MY 79 OXI,1INIR 2TYN RI PR 137 Q1P PR NMIR QYOI (7 12T03) TN 1Y IMRW D97 YN 10X N 7w
91011 ,R3 AN INA MR 1N (QW 0°NAT) MWIRT 1272 1DV Y31 owObwn wInak nwn nYwNT XIP AN 3n0Ipn
1NN DR TWH 7YY PIY 7R ORN LR PYRY DHNYN IR 710 27 NYMR yRww 2awaw 1 Yy nhwa nwIp? 10’ nwIp
HRIW? @ 1IN IV P TP NWIADA PINW I 1IN 1A 1150 93 IN0Y 2107 A% ™12 PRI TP AwInY
J33997 WX 079372 QW 131 TV anoN

HXIW°Y 73 1% NIMIAY (M”72 NIBWY) I3 NI DR Awn 1YW DX 75101 770 (DR NWID X3 DRT WD 3 ™17 XN
PIRD PHRXIT WK PRIZR /7 22IX TIARM 12V WK .DHAYAN INYI? XY 02N 77T NPNI 70N 0¥V vID
RXITY AR 1Y 73 XOKX L.90 AR RT3 WK R KDY 0%nn DRIX IXTRINA 9277 790 ,077aY nhan anen
%7701 Y¥2 0701 °na 23p% ank 0°n11mWw 02 072y 0ONR NP 730 XO7 K7 ,0°73Y N°2n 0°1¥0H 0ONXR
M3 P T NPT 03 LPYR Q0NN 0P DI QXTI AN IR DiPYY ADIW 7193 DINR L..PXIWC IR NIDT? 173p7
«(T179) P72 [TWIVY TR IPRW 1)) TWIVI ANENT 2173 110K WIVI ANXN IWRY

X 112°0 190° DWID (9212) RMDINID WITH (25
'[D'? ,12 0¥ 71707 NRRY3A NIRTY XY ,UPWIA IN°2 TIN2 WP 17°3 1907 ,0°12%7 LV DTAVIWH PR 1 172pP7 IR
LOWOWR wIna 72 I1RY 100 DR WD nown

71790 2 WD ntRn Bann (26
077 1PM0°7 3 ,1°790°21 TAYW2 PAY °awa OR °3 YRIW°? NIAY 3700 AR A0 R 0D IR2Y R 717 WIINT ..
...IN12 79N NARY NOnRY m1on

2:17° DIY XY 1A (27

7207 173D 79T ,ORIWOD pYnY AWYW AYIa APYNY I 1I13v2 71T 01pn2 1907 WA 170131 A% WIDR ANy
IR WP L,IRIWDI AWn? 731511 72 A3 2R N1 ,(0 7Y NINW) 721073 23 5V 100 301 21001 .5XIW°Y 100 Awyw
(0,70 X7W) DX 212 5 oy 701 DOWY ONRY IR DIRWYI L0V PRAY avom L(RD 2 n2) o0y b nrm b
927 7517 ,07% QWA PP WK 12 OnYaY 00300 YR (0,10 NINW) pYnya /i annbn nPynk 215w v
L IVIT2 IV KDY, 07PaR 701 YRIW? 1101w, PRy M3 oy 1R o, 10

P21RY1 1IN0 — P12 1IRY 277 DRM RN (28
In fact, Amalek and Yitro are tightly linked together in other places in the Tanach, and they represent the
two most extreme approaches of the other nations. Amalek is the ethical and religious epitome of evil,
while Yitro shows the traits of charity, righteousness, and faith. Since Bnei Yisrael were given a unique
command to eradicate Amalek, it is proper to emphasize that the non-Jews always have the opportunity
to choose the better path of Yitro. In the next case where the eradication of Amalek appears, when Shaul
was given the task, the battle is preceded by an opportunity for the descendents of Yitro to separate
themselves from Amalek. "And Shaul said to the Kaini: Turn away, leave the Amalekites lest | destroy you
with them, even though you were kind to Bnei Yisrael when they left Egypt. And the Kaini went away from
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within Amalek." [I Shmuel 15:6-7]. This shows that the attitude of Bnei Yisrael to the other nations
depends on the paths of each nation and the way they act.

D”RY W1 1707 U1 (29
1 'n nwIn 9. that He had brought Israel forth to freedom through miracles that proclaimed His Name in the
world as 'n, the One Who shapes the future and freely rules over the world and over all that takes shape
therein. In contrast to Amalek, the reflective priest of Midyan was drawn to God by these miracles and
wonders, especially since he was Moshe’s father-in-law, which gave him special intereset in these events.
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Two Essential Lessons Before Receiving the Torah (Summarized by Ramon Widmonte)
According to Rav Avdimi, the framework within which Am Yisrael accepted the Torah was one of
coercion. We can understand the reality underlying this aggada not as physical coercion, but rather as
intense psychological coercion. Could Am Yisrael have experienced the exodus and all its associated
miracles, and still have had the freedom to choose whether or not to accept the Torah? They had met
God face to face, to the extent that the Mekhilta comments on the verse from the Song of the Sea
(Shemot 15:2), "This is my God and | shall glorify him" - "This means that God appeared to them in all His
glory and they were pointing at Him with their fingers; a maidservant at the [Red] Sea saw that which all
the prophets themselves never saw" (cited by Rashi). In such a context, is it possible to imagine Am
Yisrael refusing the Torah? There is, however, a serious problem with this model: we cannot relate to it. If
we ask ourselves, how are we to accept the Torah, we cannot answer, "We shall do and we shall hear -
just like Am Yisrael did then." We simply lack the context which was the basic framework for all of their
actions and decisions. We require another model. This is where Yitro comes in. There is indeed another
precedent for accepting the Torah - that of Yitro. Yitro's acceptance of the Torah did not occur amidst fire
and brimstone, amidst the raw power of God's hand exposed to human eyes; rather, "And Yitro heard ...
everything that God had done" (Shemot 18:1). Yitro was not coerced at all: he heard from afar, he
received the Torah through the mists of tradition, in an atmosphere of uncertainty - a reality exactly
parallel to our own... Even if this event is out of place chronologically, it is vital in providing us, the later
generations, with a means to relate to accepting the Torah, a means closer to our own realities.
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... In... the Ramban's... explanations, we can see a core idea: there is such a thing as a morality before
Sinai, a human sensitivity to right and wrong which precedes the formal commandment and which exists
alongside it as well. This, then, is the answer to our second question. Why do we need to hear of Am
Yisrael's having a court system, a system of justice, even before the giving of the Torah? In order to
impress upon us that there is a morality, a basic system of right and wrong, even before the giving of
formal commandments. This is a sensitivity we must strive to cultivate and develop, especially after we
have received God's word, when there is a danger of losing it all in the face of excessive formalism.
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