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The two names “woman” (isha) and “Eve” indicate two purposes. The first teaches that woman was
taken from man, stressing that like him you may understand and advance in the intellectual and moral
field just as did the matriarchs and many righteous women and prophetesses and as the literal meaning of
Proverbs 31 about “the woman of worth” (eshet hayil) indicates. The second alludes to the power of
childbearing and rearing children, as is indicated by the name Eve—the mother of all living. A woman
deprived of the power of childbearing wil be deprived of the secondary purpose and be left with the
ability to do evil or good like the man who is barren. Of both the barren man and woman Isaiah (56,5)
states: “I have given them in My house and in My walls a name that is better than sons and daughters,”
since the offspring of the righteous is certainly good deeds (see Rashi on Gen. 6, 9). Jacob was therefore
angry with Rachel when she said, “Give me children or else I die,” in order to reprimand her and make
her understand this all-important principle that she was not dead as far as their joint purpose in life
because she was childless, just the same as it would be, in his case, if he would have been childless.

12) Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik, “Parenthood: Natural and Redeemed,” Family
Redeemed, p. 107-109

“With the emergence of Abraham and the founding of a new kind of community, the covenantal one, the
vague role of fatherhood and the all-absorbing experience of motherhood were redeemed. New
commitments were accepted; man began to live not only for himself, but for others as well. He became
concerned with the destiny of others, and discovered in himself responsiveness not only to biological
pressures but to the call of conscience, through which G-d addresses Himself to him.... Mother’s job
changed into a great mission; her preoccupation with the child was endowed with ethical meaning. She
not only nurses the child physically, she brings him up; she assumes the role of educator. Motherhood is
not only an experience but a commitment as well. As “mother-teacher,” the woman is no more connected
with only the fruit of her womb, with the child she bore. As long as motherhood was rooted in biological
facticity, its confine was very narrow and extended only to a clan. However, when motherhood was
transformed into a commitment and being a mother was equated with being a teacher, an apostle of G-d,
the carrier of G-d’s covenant, His prophet, then motherhood, was elevated to a universal spiritual level...
No more should a childless couple feel desolate and forsaken because the Almighty has not blessed them
with an heir. The barren woman may lack the natural motherhood experience but she can attain
covenantal if not natural motherhood by choice, by commitment, by helping others, by contributing
toward the strengthening of the covenantal community, by exposing children of other parents to the word
of G-d.”
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