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5. The Lonely Man of Faith, R. Joseph B. Soloveitchik (Northvale: Jason Aronson, 1965)

5a. As a matter of fact, at the level of his cosmic confrontation with God, man is faced with an
exasperating paradox. On the one hand, he beholds God in every nook and corner of creation, in the
flowering of the plant, in the rushing of the tide, and in the movement of his own muscle, as if God were
at hand close to and beside man, engaging him in a friendly dialogue. And yet the very moment man
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turns his face to God, he finds Him remote, unapproachable, enveloped in transcendence and
mystery. (p. 48-49)

5b...it remains unalterably true that the very essence of prayer is the covenantal experience of being
together with and talking to God ...Prayer is the continuation of prophecy, and the fellowship of prayerful
men is ipso facto the fellowship of prophets. The difference between prayer and prophecy is, as I have
already mentioned, related not to the substance of the dialogue but rather to the order in which it is
conducted. While within the prophetic community God takes the initiative — He speaks and man listens — in
the prayer community the initiative belongs to man: he does the speaking and God, the listening. (p. 56-7)

5c. Who is qualified to engage God in the prayer colloquy? Clearly, the person who is ready to cleanse
himself of imperfection and evil. Any kind of injustice, corruption, cruelty, or the like desecrates the very
essence of the prayer adventure, since it encases man in an ugly little world into which God is unwilling
to enter. If man craves to meet God in prayer, then he must purge himself of all that separates him
from God. (p. 65)
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Peter L. Berger, “The Problem of Theodicy,” The Secred Canopy (New York, 1969), 53-
80.

David Kraemer, Responses to Suffering in Classical Rabbinic Literature (New York and

Oxford, 1995).

Marc Saperstein, “Inscribed for Life or Death?,” in “Your Voice Like a Ram's Horn:"
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Musaf Servics for Rosh Hashanah
Now, let our edushah ascend
To thes, our God, who art King.
Letmtdlhowuttedyholythkd;yhmdbowuwhcpﬁﬂng. l
It is the dsy when thy dominion shall be exalted, thy throns shall 5
be established on meroy; and thou shalt oocupy it in truth. Trus |
it in that thou art judge and arbiter, discerner and witness, inserib-
in;lndmotdingnllfm:ottanthinp.’lhouopenutﬂmbookd
records and it reads itsclf; every man’s signature is contained in it.
mmtdaduhwmded;smdewbhpubhwd;them
quaking with fear; declare: "'l‘hedayoﬂudmenthhentobrhg
the hosta of heaven to justionl” Indeed, even they are not guiltioms.
inthysid:t.Allmlnkindpanubefmﬂn'eﬂhtﬂoukollhup.
As a ahepherd seoks out his flock, making hia shesp pass under his
rod,sododthoumnkodltbelivinguwhpﬂ.befomtboe;thou
dost count and number thy crestures, fixing their lifstime and

On Rosh Hashanah their destiny is insoribed, and on Yom
K‘ippuitiualed,howmmynhdlpa-swsymdhowmmym
behroudathtoethtmaa;wholhdllinmdwholhaﬂdh;who-
Moometonﬁmebem_i.mdwbotom:mﬁmd‘yend;whom
paihbyﬁnundwhobym;whobyswotdmdwhobybm;
whobybnngeundwhobyﬂ:imt;whobywthqnahmdwhoby
plagus; who by strangling and who by stoning; who shall be at
ease and who shail wander about; who shall be at peace and who
shall be malested; who shall have comfort and who shall be tor-
menﬁad;'whonhdlbeeomopoormdwhonhdlbemrich;wbo
shall be lowered and who shall be rained.

___—--} Butnpdl-n,mcudhdw-nd&u—h—.

Redee Bovqor) The Sacred Gowopy, (73

It will be evident without ssuch eisboration that the prob-
Iem of theodicy appears most sharply in radical and ethical
monotheism, that fs, within the orbit of Biblical religion. If all
rival or minor divinities are radically eliminated, and if not
only all power but all ethical values are ascribed to the one
God who created all things in this or any other world, then
the problem of theodicy becomes a pointed question directed
to this very conception. Indeed, more than in any other re-
ligious constellation, it may be said that this type of mono-
theism stands or falls with its capacity to solve the question
of theodicy, “How can God permit . . . ™
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[Regarding Rabbi Yochanan's statement, “Three books are opene
on the New Yesr’s day: chose thoreughly righteous are inscribed an
‘imrhediately sea!eg! for life, etc.”], one may ask: How could Rabt
_Yochanan make an absolute statement about this great and profoun

[Divine] judgment {on the New Year] on which all secrets of the worl
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_'Ln" -ﬁ"i"" ,

are inscribed and immediately scaled for life™? Do all the righteot
people live and do all the wicked ones die? Is it not true that the worl
and all its precious things belong to the wicked people? The Scriptun
also cry out against [Rabbi Yochanan, as it is said}, there is a righteot
man thut perisheth in his righteousness.\™ It is further stated, ther
are righteous men, unto whom it happeneth according to the work ¢

absolutely stated [without qualification] that "the thoroughly wicke
are inscribed and immediately sealed for death” when the verse states
there is a wiched man that prolongeth his life sn his evil- dotngn™ All o
the prophets expressed astonishment on this phenomenon [the succes
and longevity of the wicked]. Thus, Jeremiah said, Thou must be i
the right, O Eternal, if I were to contend with Thee, [yet will I reasor
with Thee: why doth the way of the wicked prosper?].\" Habakkuk
said, Why dost Thou show me iniquity, and beholdest mischief? And
why are spoiling and wolence before meN?” Again he states, Jor the
‘wicked coth beset the righteous; therefore right goeth forth per-
verted.!* Furthermore, has this Sage [Rabbi Yochanan] never seen
the Book of Job which is replete with weserances on this [problem]?
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Cuaprer XXXIII (NOACH)

1. AND Gop REMEMBERED NOAH, AND EVERY
LIVING THING, AND ALL THE CATTLE, etc. (vi, 1),
Thy righteousness is Like the mountains of God ; Thy judg-
ments are ike the great deep ; man and beast Thou preservest,
O Lord (Ps. xxxv1, 7). R. Ishmael interpreted: To the
righteous who accepted the Torah which was revealed on
the mountains of God Thou shewest righteousness [i.e.
love] reaching unto the mountains of God; but as for the
wicked, who did not accept the Torah which was revealed
on the mountains of God, Thou dealest strictly with them,
even to the great deep. R. Akiba said: He deals strictly
with both, even to the great deep. He deals strictly with the
righteous, calling them to account for the few wrongs which
they commit in this world, in order to lavish bliss upon
and give them a goodly reward in the world to come; He
grants ease to the wicked and rewards them for the few
good deeds which they have performed in this world in
order to punish them in the future world.!
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 §2. THAT FEEDETH AMONG THELILIES. R,
Johanan had the misfortune! to suffer from gallstones for
three and a half years. Once R. Hanina went to visit him.
He said to him: ‘How do you feel?’ He replied: ‘My
sufferings are worse than I can bear.” He said to him:
*Don’t speak so, but say ** The faithful God”." When the
pain was very great he used to say *Faithful God*, and
when the pain was greater than he could bear, R. Hanina
used to go to him and utter an incantation which gave him
relief. Subsequently R. Hanina fell ill, and R. Johanan
went to see him. He said to him, ‘How do you feel?’ He
replied: ‘ How grievous are my sufferings !’ He said to him:
*But surely the reward for them is also great!’ He replied:
*I want neither them nor their reward.’ He said to him:
‘Why do you not utter that incantation which you
pronounced over me and which gave me relief?’ He
replied: ‘ When I was out of trouble I could be a surety
for others, but now that I am myself in trouble do I not
require another to be a surety for me?"* He said to him:
‘It is written, THAT FEEDETH AMONG THE LILIES.
This means that the rod of the Holy One, blessed be He,
lights only upon men whose heart is pliant like lilies.’®
R, Eleazar said: It is like a man who had two cows,* one
strong and the other weak. Which one does he work hard;
is it not the strong one? So the Holy One, blessed be He,
does not try the wicked, because they could not stand the
trial, as it says, But the wicked are like the troubled sea
(Isa. Lv11, 20). Whom then does he try? The righteous, as
it says, The Lord trieth the rightéous (Ps. x1, 5), and also,
And it came to pass after these things, that God did prove
Abrakam (Gen. xx11, 1), and it is also written, And it came
to pass after these things, that kis master's cast her eyes
upon Joseph (. xxxi1x, 7). R. Jose b. R. Hanina said: A
flax-beater does not beat his flax very vigorously when it is
hard, for fear it should split, but if it is good flax, the more
he beats it the better it becomes. So the Holy One, blessed
be He, does not try the wicked, because they could not
stand the trial, but He does try the righteous, as it says,
“The Lord trieth the righteous.’ R. Johanan said: When a
potter tests his furnace, he does not test it with cracked
jars, because a single blow would break them, but he tests
it with sound jars, which can withstand many knocks.
8o the Holy One, blessed be He, does not try the wicked;
and whom does He try? The righteous, as it says, ‘The
Lord tristh the righteous.’

DY PIHYICY

3 L

a1 PR O R R v ow) .2

X0 31 P90 2bm oy nbn inieyn wz_m_-;i

Wy IR Y TR T2 R TR Y WK D TRy
IR ) XK 1P WIN N KT MY MR NwRn b
R R M VY WP XWE T TR RIS 087
Pop M 1D7¥R 0P XWY AN AWpR MT 12 1PND
Pt 03y Wey 38y N w0y ey xin OB
M Y MR Y WY B YRR YR WUmK
M TR MR TROW 1N TR W MY WK 7Y DR
IRy XY TinY pp M X7 P2 WE T3 179V
R UUTT KDY NOIND MM MK YD Y PR MR
39y R YR K TR R mK wEy IOICRY V7
IR YR XK R owahn xRt P IRy
by tweqw PR CEIiEE Ty 03 12 R P
77 o3%W OIX *332 KPR XY Wnwnn X Tng WATD

, SR -

niap pw 19 vy nroa Syab vhR 31 mR
mMLR N7 1R R DY VT AND noxY NP And noN

MmpIR XA NP WATRD X TP B Aoy Anix by X% |

n wyey 3ppT Toye PRIy PRy Ty YT ny

RIY DOPIED TR KT W W TR DVYNY
ORI (® 30 PRI IR PTIR T (% ovhan)

Jb% o) 3NN BTIIX DY 703 2UIYRT APRD 29T

v vy -

TPY DR TITE DYR X@P nRT 23T MR WY o

Rt Uy |

YR BRYBYD T OMWR XPIN V313 0P 31 WY
BYEYs nyRie XMy b nR vhy upn e

X T2 n2PIM nO3YR X0 7Y Wpn KNG Y3 g

WATRT PR T2 TR 1K opyp A omvhy wpny

SPMIED T0aR X MW DWYIT DR o R MR

LI P T Y i

!

i

1

J
i

Teyy PYISY PRY SYYIR TRy an e wings

TR P oY T i
TR YD PTIR YD T e G oW WK
1M BTy UPRY YRV Wk ovEte oIz P
B VY RY DB DI pT KM OBD WY




gy mems
RN R S

%My arR mm
SFTE RS

IR o S
RS LR Faca b

T

TON wTs
MR RTR 2T (08
bya ot wmx TovY
Lol At A R et

SERTT Y e T
PO TIZ TIORY IR TET
TIOET ETTPE poInDt
Yol S LG Y
YU Qs ety
DIFTY N3V 0INsY)
war

7= Do pme R
sowmR pn (nyT)

fhaat =
R

cown e me

we o
Sy o9agy

b ey
oy
353

R R b ]
[ 1
BoTPE TR 6
TR R 0
T W o ©
7.2 %ws) (DY
PR I

53 vpr b2
THE TR monoT
ooy KO oy
SREN T e Ty
03 0 g
e omehe
R o ey
3.2 =] IR
nny 3w nApt v
3307 5% nais o
[ERE Rt
-] R
R SRR TR
(2,3 eu)

T I3 T IS WS PR SO g ooy TR0 IR W OO W T W
yam OB T T WY R oY

kor

T by P36 Bpn @ en) 3m3v by vab pps wvn W ot B By (pb pow Dwn Y amb b
351 RREY OURR TI7 OR0 55 $pd 07H0 05 01N B0 IS MTID L98ID ANSIA B Y LB,

0”

-
nsen
i
bat-Fo

5

63 OPIESC T3 D3I H55 B KSD XE wEYD (o0d DIE

=Rz R 1h3d bk poip

;’n’;’ %‘;;Qﬁ"";::; AR N3N R TN PR 87 2o Tbn or
T }m’ 2 RPDD N S 15w oon Ton

TR TITMTD TN TRR T D A
o0 v B39 ohws 9oL et {3 2 DR REA 2 M7 R AR ‘7R il
© oy e Sy ow e ok e ohwb wpd
CDNY 22 XD DR RGN SN e R
- DR D33353 YR TR TTIN3 DI WS

BRI P PR RTINS DR S 1S

oTIpR IR Swonmis

W o B3 rroips mprm

O RIT PER T vpwt
YRR 3TN A IPNE
SPOSST onpTn owes
TETInE L wph veb o7h ehe
TIb wh D I e
NERSRITIIENS ATI e mb
by mdpn b mw use
21000 VT SN 1OMD DENs
PDENTTT I RILETR S

207ED 3P PIESIB 13 PId 37mpT

N

IOOWD Wn NIV CERD OOIND w
IOON PRT POM DY NED W37 VD EIDE aw

M272 NN PAD SDINRD

T THD DRI DD MY LRI P NN BIn v oe
- ST 190 59 op onnbp DEDT LM N M 1P
1 310 5pb3 DIE TRILD T 3D OPBM BTIDIWBL EMD KEE M1 D BT P BID OV B10 DT on
NTD T OIERS MPIDT ST %

-3l B ik iatd

I RT DNY 2B NS oK Danoen Sp
w5 Ry 5D T R e o 1S
ST ORD W5 13 PR Y R 8EA T3
AT MR 2RT S AR D MmNk
mwey SR M ohmn® hans N

SR T IS KD MR AT
SIwRS B3 25D Tedn © R M oMMmD DD DN 1OR hans
L DITID SR MBI ¢ R I P e S 3 R 15K e S

1aMps pepd o
0H5Y UORE PWERD MWL B3P
moabMn oo dsb obmn
Bp3 ohpd dan 1Py wEnd
%v 3un R (> q7) DO
PP pb b s e e
1onE PEUPIT () peEn We
PPy oo ob e ey mwnn
2190 DROBED £ () INBS P
OPADR QIDD W IR AwN w4
70 OC B TD 38R I(r) 0
ICHD q7) DDPD DPOPNI OMNIN
PP 357 P3PS ST NS
TP PO bl vand 9w
BTN 13T PR S MU e
EMD 5P IO D) DMBSE
Sph 2hnm 3 spep pwE ob
B oppn ph A pnp
b v svh 9ppd

[Ty
bindt

YR RPN 50 v R von

A2 DYTon W‘?}" AN RPIPT REMD WR 37 RPN RN 0 MR PO RS 093 Are M

¢ NR™P RMPA 5D PRY U371 TR AT AN 39 D3N3 58 MM AMAD SRS Dmases 5w
COTID APNN e MR MO KON QY PR MY TIOR3 0 W W PO 1P i Y P

72 U7 {3 DR D0 TR L 2021 AT MINA 3P M e MWRW PP ¥R AR PR UPRY S

P2 TV PN R A ROR MY PR MY ITIL G 9D TN W POTID I N PO

127 703 5w PR N0N RS 3 DT Y R Q) n0) 3 MR PO NIR S PRI BINY

DY PIEET PN PR YIYS W TR 1 55 pmen pwme R TRt e

FINS PIOPS 15 weRw 53 MOR TREM 1IN D TP DR KD DT8R e R FOMaR 59 vpr 93

AR R YT

PRI 2003 DR D1 U0 WA TTINT AORS ¢RI MR IS PN PO O 83 TSN PO R
RIIM P37 RN RT3 R 3PN OR NN 035 R B NP9 De MR AR NIR B
PP SP 102 YTIND PEM W BIR BT WS N 0T WS A IR ATED KOW AN RS 8ED 03
TR IR S8 AN 035 NN 3w AEb Y3 R Amen S8 MR 275 1R3 15 WR 73R S8 A
AN CITIPANDONT AN ¢ R YWPRI WHWD MOY NI DN DTN RN DX KT0M 37 RSN RO
WIHN MMM T WION WK (D0 WRE WY TN w33 Ao N¥h XS wown Ao
29 DR RIT MR TN T OOR WK DN DG IR BN NENR 52 MDY TS RS RSY OR oM
T53p 85 Yook S0V ORI IRDT POR M ¢ AN DS SRETE TS TER TSP 55 K3 37 TR TR0
P PR =0 12 (5 D3P DRY AP0 PIDY AR PYTO DR 18 B DR DWW DR ¢ 15 Tdn manRe
'3 TR T3 3P)0 137 712 W95 NS YT T pEM G R TS ORI 1monw 858 Tp 85 o e
WIDN WK 27 WK E I TN S0 103 PR 53 73N S D 07 5N TN TR KSR 13 RAR
OO T3¢ R 70BN 0D RS PR 9D 3TN S PD 2R oK TR T bR e
NIR 3 K™ ¢ R 37 RIN I3 ROT T T3 KON 3775 09K R 1o nben on &S R
WIDON TN A D KON Y 3N TR IR D T (A SR S0 MDY O oK e R
DR S PRIN TR R PPN I T PPN 1R 35 A 1t 157 39N 85K wTa5n men 8
TR W0 13 PP IV U RSN D ANR 9 DR 9 10 53 Py PIEY mnd s R T3y
TORN P2 A% PR KO N7 AOBD AN TR MDD NS TR FORD AN Ry 57
MR AR W3 NR PPRE Ao NS MERA M3 AL AMAN 3T MORs DNoT oS A
PRI WOW MR ORAY I3 PR U3 NMNC DI Sw vPWy 53 Ppuan PMD PO et
TOWM SN P N 11T PO VY ROR B KO (N NS NI TR AR s M
MRS DE PNST ONWN P VIIN TINN T VIR WK 00 R E VIR P MR KT
S'NDT RIT OOPA AW PR SR ean TrOR T D0 AAS 2RD IO TROR T3 AR LR 10
TYIDM MM NN PO 53 ST IS KIN 30 .0V MDA DY T MR TR S N D e

p=in)

N DR oM OnT YT pEn M
(= wow] N TOM PR TOT Ko WK oo T A 3
p 30 R 3 9% W e TPM TR N T M nton vy Wow 13
270 M P MW R Py 0NN TS TR T Y W TRT WT RN
T VD MOV oD WD 3 Y230 OF WYTIE e o ow IR OON TR WR TN
I R T A
e N0 AINAR DD T R T TIND W D@ e o0 e I TS O

> 2 Yool ST 13 MW
R SR Ry~

r ey

970 opp op B3 Py prn B pbr oy

=ity gip}i=} -}

3w dbhan oppip
JhE P o3 pova) 3
™ D p opd o
R R )
wIH wowe Hp o

SR e
Ratai-43] i-h 34
BE o P @

1903 97 NIR DR

QT PTID ODY T SR

nms Yo L

YIS ORYR YRon

o7p bnden u L(nm)

PpopfY 'p MEm YIp
£

A
|iif=ta ¥ ydba* o]

o ob3p ob 'va(h)
BE M d3obp
e R e B L W
PEINIT PP BpED
QPOPY 5™ ) 1pPE
37abY I7TRD aM03
B wrfn 2Ty
DN "™ e pmnED
per e oy qpy
TI7RR q3 93 ph R

e GG
R el

Rath BTN S Y
Tpob 1Tk SYTTIDYg
bz md TPn I
»n mb s
™NY XY avang
kD -
o8 ob wam a3
Y 1 973D 9Ep 1 b
YIS P ommE W
Mp Sowr e BN
R PTIIR 1AM
LR L D TN
2o esm ey
D £ mbp o
DY MED B33 ;vin
TP DR WIN
37 335 % pvrhs
3 DYDY DD
MOEY e o maw
b on Lostan s
OBp WAN TP DYDY
R o 0 o B
T o pew
Bora 31 Py 1inwd
W3 LAWAN P i
33 ol Pm nho%
BOPrD PP n
Top hp3p o mrhr
POILED £ MY dnn
et PP en
pipnh 309 M L
% phy o3 e B
3t wen vho pow 7o
Behon 7 won M
o7 303 PPE MR
Spowe dam o
mb pEd M mes
pon M7 frm 9pE
AW Son® s
ooy wrh owe
WIN qE) v b
O oM (2 3vh) qir
DT MED SrET
3D N wEE 1o

Pop W W oz

g 07 wmam WE
BINE 3PPm T
abds pm N o0 o
%I DRE3 P er
O SERM o
op W yown voz
SRR op BT

PRTS 003 pIpTS O0th Dpp MBINTY Dwpp 7
DUWR BY 003 Bioy dowh mm v phoby oBk pesd 1o vpy aad BE ek on odp aman
Tbm oM D b w WD Bh MWD W Yhen W wb m aptw B3 P e DEh o .
b osen dw ord ymb ovemnz omay babn ¥ o076 amba s o oon Yoo pend mum s
YSHDT 20D MNWRT TRTT NDTRY oo w omwer B 0D mboy @ dony amb M gy o
B30 B5Y AN @ ve whanc Don Bpy w3 P OO W omp M7 WEh MR wEhD Lo
DYPID I3 33 DEDE LUWRDD WEWE' .31 Yeng DY M0 0 27Ipn do wovdes vy hmes
S35 03w wonar PED 7D B vpmy mpdn ARTER TAOR KT PR L poees MEY SR 4TI |
Db M5n pon ovho 3b olwd dpwi pIDW PRSP ToR ohwd YBP MWORE M L MM M
ph7ed vrs % Yow Bb3 wab mip ovpne M Y P B0 DYP Mm BUp B B BT 0 by
P b fD ab wh pbma Opn BwE p P mBY hAw b of 9 oL T ofy b2
P qp™ ™) ™ vED DY SYPPED Hima D¥n pn 1HED () W ©7h 3t o Yo pEby




Man
Wife
Man
Wife
Man
Wife
Man
Wife

Man

Wife

N&W’\O m& v¢\

A MASQUE OF REASON

A fair oasis in the purest desert,
A man sits leaning back against a palm.
His wife lies by him locking at the sky,

You're not asleep?

No, I can hear you. Why?

I said the incense trec’s on fire again.
You mean the Burning Bush?

The Christmas Tree.

I shouldn’t Wa. surprised.
The strangest light!

There’s a strange light on everything today.

The myrrh tree gives it. Smell the rosin bumn-
ing?

The omaments the Greek artificers

Made for the Emperor Alexius,

The Star of Bethlehem, the pomegranates,

The birds, seem all on fire with Paradise

And hark, the gold enameled nightingales

Are singing. Yes, and look, the Tree is troubled.

Someone’s caught in the branches.

So there is,
He cmb.ﬂ get out.
[587]

Wife

Man

Wife

Man

Wife

God

He’s loose! He's outl

It's God.
T'd know Him by Blake’s picture anywhere.
Now what’s He doing?

Pitching throne, I guess,
Here by our atoll

Something Byzantine.

(The throne’s a plywood flat, prefabricated,
That God pulls lightly upright on its hinges
And stands beside, supporting it in place.)
Perhaps for an Olympic Tournament,
Or Court of Love.

More likely Royal Court—
Or Cotrt of Law, and this is Judgment Day.
I trust it is. Here’s where I lay aside
My varying opinion of myself
And come to rest in an official verdict.
Suffer yourself to be admired, my love,
As Waller says.

Or not admired. Go over
And speak to Him before the others come.
Tell Him He may remember you: you're Job.

Oh, I remember well: youre Job, my Patient.

How are you now? I trust you're quite recov-
ered,

And feel no ill effects from what I gave you.

[588]

Jab  Gave me in truth: I like the frank admission.

I'am a name for being put upon.

But, yes, I'm fine, except for now and then

A reminiscent twinge of rheumatism.

The let-up’s heavenly. You perhaps will tell us
If that is all there is to be of Heaven,

Escape from so great pains of life on earth

It gives a sense of let-up calculated

To last a feHow to Eternity. ‘

' Yes, by and by. But first a larger matter,

T've had you on my mind a thousand years

To thank you someday for the way you helped
me

Establish oncs for all the principle

There’s no connection man can reason out

Between his just deserts and what he gets.

Virtue may fail and wickedness succeed.

‘Twas a great demonstration we put on.

I should have spoken sooner had T found

The word I wanted. You would have supposed

One who in the an..be.nw was the Word

Would be in a Pposition to command it,

I have to wait for words like anyone.

Too long I've owed you this apology

For the apparently unmeaning sorrow

You were afflicted with in those old days.

But it was of the essence of the trial

You shouldn’t understand it at the time.

It had to seem unmeaning to have meaning,

And it came out all right. T have no doubt

You realize by now the part you played

[5897
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Each of the following three verses is recited responsively, chazzan [or tokea) then congregation.
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lives have come crashing before our eyes. We are jolted with |

Yet, although overtly

Every Jew is obligated to sustain similar emotions on Rosh
awaiting her barbaric son form the halakhic basis for the

Hashanah. The required response to the shofar, which the

Hoodne oo shett ke () fiet
(-/2“‘" N Memat /\J’omtm)

Al S Lds*\'\—pﬁ-f’, Bedne

In the Book of Judges, the story is told of the decisive mili- :
tary defeat and the humiliating death of the pagan general

actions have alienated us from God. Amidst the panic of this |

experience, we have neither the intellectual nor the emotional |
battle against the Israelites as he had indeed done so many |

times in the past (Judges 5:28).
anticipating her son’s triumphant return, in a deep recess of her '

waiting at her window for her son’s victorious return from the i
heart Sisera’s mother tragically sensed that this time he was in ‘

even prayer. We find ourselves alone, bereft of our illusions, ‘
Sisera at the hand of the Israelites. In a song of praise for this |
victory, the prophetess Deborah portrayed the mother of Sisera |

fortitude to adequately express remorse, resolve, confession, or
terrified and paralyzed before God.

realization that the false assumptions upon which we build our !
the sudden awareness of the grievous extent to which our |

Rambam refers to as awakening from sleep, is the abrupt, tragic |
obligated to hear a total of 100 shofar blasts on Rosh Hashanah,

to parallel the 100 cries of Sisera’s mother as she waited in vain |
shofar, we must experience a similar emotion; as we awaken

from spiritual complacency, we must witness our own illusions

Hashanah? Because upon hearing the piercing tones of the
being relentlessly shattered.

required number of shofar sounds that are blown on Rosh

fact never coming home again. Tosafor states that we are |
at that window.!? Why does the story of a pagan mother
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A Tribute (o the Rebbitzen of Talne

pass on? I admit that I am pot able to define Agret.iselz the mas.

soretic role of the Jewish mother, Only by ciccumscription L hope,

E’_,b_'-'-_ﬂlls_rtgmm Permit me to draw upon my own ex-
lon

periences. 1 used to have B _conversations with my mother,
In fact, it was a monologue rather than a gue. She talked

n my frai shoulders, Without

2 olten were Transmitied to me 1p 5

TOWN_up 8 soulless bej and_insensitive, o
The laws of of

.my father; they are 2 'part of mussar avikha. The Shabbat as a

living entity, as a queen, was fevealed to me by my mother; it is-
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Objectivity and Subjectivisy

At this juneture, howevee, lot us #04 exmming the
mﬂmd&h&bmﬁﬁdﬁhhhMmJ&nu&g
nﬁmwﬂmv&uwk&hmbﬁéndeE
wiich to view the institution of |

mhmunwmwhunhuhmudemm
the though steeped in the dsepéet sirata of |

ek i ey ' crystallised in

nuy _" ;‘.‘

,:ﬁnhhumﬁhﬂmhﬁﬂmﬂuﬂmﬁmfi
mdmntdﬁmmﬁqub-,mhmhnd.,lqmlﬁtﬂf'g
surrender to the will of the Almighty. On the other hand, this i
lﬁuﬂnmbudmbmﬂunmbotrmﬂndhto-
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.the Hoshen Mishpat is not what one feels toward the othee, but
bow he acts toward him.

Judsism has always believed that wherever actions are fair 5
ndﬂ-ﬂn-mmmnnhlbhbd-dﬂh Mm-
unﬂhm»&wuﬁuziﬂk;ﬁﬂﬂum;

 matter how strong end violent — may exhaust thenteeives fn an
humv&oahuhn'ﬂmqhbﬁ-mhdnn.
:' —s DOSR. Seaciung us, must fivet of all respond
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ipline as fascinsting.
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we may say that the marttal unon is
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