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judgment of Gehinnom.
Turanus Rufus took issue with this response:

irtl"lf. tb rB4r - [Ttrranus Rufus] said to [R'A[iva]: On the
contrary! p1;1r11 ;51rr14q tr - This giving of charity is what
actually condemns you to be punished in Gehinnonr!!

Turanus Rufus explained himself allegoricallv :
bqn l? fiunx - f sfraU illustrate this"conceit for you with J
parable. nhtr l?!,1 ilF? - To what is this matter similar?
trty bv Dytq trll 'rry? 

l?F? - Itis aralogous to'the case of a
hurnantlol king who was angry at his servant ntt! tu?nl
I't'riDlt,l - and confined [the servant] in prison x'bu uly nlvr
tni;:rp;! rbut ibr:xilb - and ordered that no one feed him or
give him &ink. tiii?rii:rl ttrt$fl lt:rt( Dlt( l!,ll - And one man
subsequentiy went and fed [the servant] and gave him dr.ink in
defiance of the king's order. r'by uyi: Nb l?nl ypqril - When

Baba Batra, 10b

Gemara relates that this argument was, in fact, once
by a Roman general:

.tl't nS ygi-t,l Dtlt.rDurru 5ryqr nlxrp lr1 * And this very
ion the wicked Tirranus Ru{ustet asked of R'Akiva: trN

EI)q :iltx n:tnbx - If your God is a lover of the poor,
llr!-r nF rt+F - for what reason does He not sustain,|

!.Akiva offered the reply previously mentioned:
fU nrrrn I,l? n$ btvrtq tll rb rpry - [R'Akiva] said to

Rufusl: God makes people needy in order that.
our giviag them charity, we may be saved from the

the king hears about this man's actions, is he not angry at [the
manl? trt1llf lltri? trll!_r1 - And you Jews are called servants
of God, ',trl't?q b!_{ltt ?-rtl l!-rt,, :rD15lV - as it says:tu For
unto Me the child.ren of Israel a,re seruantsJtPl Hence, by giving
charity you actually violate the edict of God, your King, and so
incur the judgment of Gehinnom.

R'Akiva countered with a parable of his own:
bVf l? birun5 N:rizy ''!-r tb rB$ - R'Akiva said to [Ttrranus
Rufusl: I shall illustrate the situation for you with a different
parable. irhi:r 't?Ti_r ilF? - To what is this natter of giving
charity similar? It'ttDtrit nr:l tru?ltl t:l by,uyyi u'Jl ttg+ rl?F?
- It is analogous to the case of a human king who was angry at
his son and confined [the son] in prison xlut lly i13n
tnii?tit1? xbrir tbr:x,:b - and ordered that no oue feed him or
give him ddnk. tili?tiill tbr)1;F! 'r[r$ tr.]4< f b,ll - And one man
subsequently went ahd fed [the son] and gave him drink,
thereby saving his life. tb rrgn f irt'r x'b I?F,l ypgq? - When
the king hears about this man's actions, does he not send [the
manl a S'ift?utr trr)! Irt'li? II$l - And we Jews are called sons
of God, ,,trfrilbx ,nl nnX trrt!,, :!u1!:r - as it is written:tl4]
Sons you are to HtsEnM, your God. Thus, although imprisoned
in exile, the Jewish people are still God's children,ttsl and one who
sustains the poor €rmong them with gifts of charity earns God's
gratitude and is thus absolved from the judgment of Gehinnom

Meiri Sanhedrin 67

Meiri Sanhedrin 67
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