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It is instructive t¢ note the example of “trivial behavior” in our
mishnah, to which the traveler turns when he interrupts his studies: he
remarks, “How beautiful is this tree, how Jovely is that plowed ﬁe‘\df
And, yet, are not such thoughts important elements of a religious

sense? To admire the beauties of nature and extol the wonders of cre-

ation is to gratefully thank a unificent Creator. Nevertheless, ¢ min
(9 as it does, as a distraction from sacred thought, as an interruption in

the studv of Torah, such a sentiment is considered serioutly wron

This is the wrong ume and the wrong place for esthetic appredation
and Genght.

There is, Moreover, another shade of emphasis here: the exclama-
1

Is this tee,  €tc., comes fort as

dy, in

tion of rapture, “How beau
part of a religious expression
contrast an sioon 1o
in this world and experience the

but as an interruption of Torah stu
asically, Judaism wants us 0 enjoy life
pleasures which stem from a contem-

ISR € -~
( (, plaucsn of the beauties of nature. But too many of us apprEUEAR IAMIT
merely as nature, as something separale and apart, out of any larger

mys-

Py

context. We fzil to see in nature’s great beauty, in its wonder
tery, the hznd of 2 Creator, the Master of the Universe.

" The Chaferz Chaim offers z telling parable to illustrate this: A

W peasantonce raveled up from a small village to see the big dty. Hew_as
veryimpressed to note bow promptly the local fire department sentits

engines every time 2 fire broke out After much watching, he noticed
that in the public square 2 large metal ring hung, and as soon as some-
ope hammered on this ring, the fire fighters appeared as though from
w nowhere. Filled with determination 1o provide his village with the
same service, the peasant purchased 2 large metal ring and took it back

home. With grezt pride he hung it in the village square; and whena .
fire broke out soon afierward in2 neighbor's home, he ran breathlessly -

10, hammer on it with 21l his might. Can you imagine his disappoint-
appeared!

The poor rustic could not realize that the metal ring was merely
the lzst step in a long series of many steps that involved an entire orga-
nization 2nd all sorts of equipment. To have only the last phase of a
process, divorced from all that should precede it and stand behind it, is

.ﬁ ludicrous. T

So it is with nature. The physical phenomena that we experience
are the palpzble results of an infinite organization, a universal intelli-
gence of creation, a Divine purp and process amid which we live, To

r\{ G stop short at the physical phenoriena, to contemplate harure as nare
and refuse o ond to what it suggests, is to put oneself in the
position of the defud peasant.

To the Psalmist, the connéction was clear: “The Heavens declare
the glory of God, and the firmament proclaims His handiwork”

({Q (Tehillim 19:1); “How manifold are You; works, O Lord! You made
? thetn all in wisdom; the earth is filled with Your possessions
(kinjanecha)” (Tclfill:’m 104:24). This last Hebrew word literally means
“Yaur acquisitions.” A Sage once interpreted it to mean “the ways by
which You can be acquired”: the universe is filled with ways and means

ﬂ by which we can acquire insight, awareness and knowledge of God.

~

What, essentially, does our mishnah teach? The person who inter-
rupts his study to. regard the beauty of a tree, drives a wedge of -
tion Detween the knowledgeof God dérivéd fiom Revelation and the

. knowledge of the world that we have from an obscuring pature. He in- |
deedris“jeopardizing hisvery [fe.” For e t;m:fs away from the swdy of

W91 A"NNN 17'KD 2NN 117V
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God's word, Divine law, to study only nature. Byt man’s soul, his
life-spirit, is itself a bridge between the spiritual world of God and the
material world of concrete reality. Man is a microcosm of interaction
between the spiritual and the physical worlds; in him must live a knowl-
edge of both, and an awareness of the relation between the wo. The
person who rejects the world of Divine spirit and religion. to insist that
this is no more than a physical world, that physical phenomena are the
whole of reality and no deeper realm or dimension exists — that man

sins against the evidence of his own soul; he contradicts the testimony

inherent and latent in the depths of his being.

] A Talmudic aphorism declares that “the person who reviews his
portion of Torah 100 times cannot be compared to the one wko re-
views his portion 101 times (me'ah p'amim ve-¢chad).™ But the Hebrew
wording there seems to reflect a grammadal discrepancy: The word
pa‘am (time, plural p'amim) is of feminine gender, while zched is 2 mas-

{ 0 culine form. It might suggest that echad refers to the Supreme Ore, the
Almighty! (Judaism, the great religion of monotheism, always stresses

. that He is truly One; and we affirm it over and over in the Skema:

_ "Hear, O Israel: the Lord is our God, the Lord is One.”) In that case,
the Talmud is tellifig us that you cannot compare the person who re-

'V" views his Torah many times with the one who reviews his studies and
merges with them an awareness of the Almighty. The knowledge of

God must be at the core of all our studies, all our thicking, pondering
and cogitating, whether secular or religious. As we are told in Tezhllzm,
“Blessed are they whose way is blameless, who go in the Torah of
’L Lord" (Tehillim 119:1). Wherever we go, wherever we walk, we must en-
throne the Almighty as the keystone of our thoughts. If, walking along
the road, we leave our Torah thinking to contemplate the beaury of na-
ture, we are traitors to our Torah obligations.
We know that Rabbi Yaakov was a grandson of Elisha ben Avuya,
3 the great scholar who turned heretic and became known as Acher, “the
stranger” or T he other one.” Perhaps Rabbi Yaakov formulated his
_Hteachingymmydbm;r in mind. Elisha too was once “walking on
the road,” learning and studying th
his learning. He went on to t:’ecogm:az‘:ii:s;:::.}:e ke 2oy from

tic speculations. In the end he ; i
4 ; Jeopardized his ]
pacity'to live in the Hereafter.w i

Poet lost in gnos-
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