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‘ &n Emunah-filled outiook on life is not only essential for 71-73 "Ny DIFTAN NIXN WY .22
‘ understanding history; it also enables us to understand

1ts that occur in our own lives. Once you realize that the

oose of the world — and your purpose as a player in it — is

ttain perfection, you begin to notice Hashem’s Hand in your

You begin to view troublesome events as challenges that will

'you grow. You no longer take the good for granted; you realize

Hashem is giving you tools with which to advance. You cease

lew events in your life as random occurrences. Every event
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day, and then begins to be reflected in your actions.

One book of Tanach is devoted entirely to teaching us to view the
world through this perspective: Megillas Esther. The Talmud (Megil-
Iah 7a) entertains the possibility that Megillas Esther is not actually
part of Tanach. The Book of Esther does not contain any clear proph-
ecies — we do not read of any communication between Hashem

(? and Mordechai or Esther — and it does not record a single event
that we would classify as a miracle.
It is clear, however, that Megillas Esther is not merely an account
of revents fhat occurred in Media and Persia over two millennia
[ (ago The second to last verse of Esther reads: in7iaxn ivphH NYYD E=)
a9 DY M7 M9R by DAND B Kiog A9nd o WK TR n7) Ny
oM ,. vhy must
we resort to secular sources for the rest of the story? Why doesn’t
the Book of Esther relate what became of Achashveirosh, and what
k(f" Mordechai accomplished?
Rabbi Yechezkel Abramsky considers this verse to be one of the
| most important verses in the Megillah, for it defines what this book
is about. The objective of Megillas Esther is not to teach us history.
There are enough history books in the archives of Media and Persia.
AA The Megillah was written to teach us to notice Divine Providence. It
strings together a series oFseemingly unrelated events that occurred
over a period of nine years. Only when we read the sequence of
events as they are recorded in the Megillah do we realize that Hashem
prepared the cure before the malady: Vashti rebelled against Achash-
% veirosh and was killed, paving the way for Esther to become queen,
and for Mordechai to save the king’slife, thus placing theminto posi-
tion to save the Jewish people — even before Haman’s decree began
to ruminate in his head. Had these events not been listed together in
the Megillah, we probably would not notice the relationship between
q’\ them.
The Megillah is not about history, but about destiny. It is part of
Tanach becatise it teaches us to examine our lives and try to see how

cath event fits into Hashem’s plan for our personal advancement.

Think about the grand events in wh life: the person you mar-
4, ried, and the person you didn’t marry; ej'eb_yau_agggt_ed_,gnd

the OMS e
Starf fo notice a pattern. Sometimes the

influenced you. You may
grand events are not enough. You will have to focus on the min-

ute details of life: people you met — seemingly by chance — who

Y\ affected you ih some way; a train you missed that caused you to see

an advertisement on the next train that helped you grow; a ride you

took with a friend, during which you overheard a conversation that
contained an important message for your own life.

Such introspection can boost your Emunah, as you begin to

VW make sense of your life and the path that has been paved for

you. It might be painful sometimes. There might be questions.

There may be events that you simply cannot understand. Don’t

forget — you are in the middle of the story. If we were to stop

A

reading the Megillah so;ggwhgmmmeMddlpzyzwgg}_@gl be

able to make sense of it, We should internalize the message of the
Megillah and use it as a guide for our own lives, and have faith

(- that on i i
D AL t e WRMONENH O Dge)g,yggg)lg, %glx’?ulr?queshons will be
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