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HALAKHIC PERSPECTIVE:

PAGE 3

ZEMANNEI TEFILLAH

Establishing pruper zemannei tefillah
for the synagogue is an important rabbinic
function. This brief survey and analysis of
the various problems relating to zemannei
tefillak is inlended 1o assist the rabbi in
dealing with this important matter.

Concermning the halakhic end of the day,
there are two fundamental views. Accord-
ing to the Gra (The Vilna Gaonl, the day
terminates at sunset and at this point bein
ha-shemashot begins and continues for %
of a mil ta mil represents the time il takes
an average person 10 walk 2000 cubits}
when Tzeit ha-kokhavim, definite night,
starts. On the other haind, Rabbeinu Tam
maintains that night tzeit ha-kokhavimi
does not commence until 4 mif after sun-
set. Rabbeinu Tam asserts that % mil prior
Lo tzeit ha-kokhavim constitutes bein ha-
shemashot, and umtil that time, it is
halakhically day even though it is long after
sunset.!

There are two additional disputes which
seem 10 revalve aboul this conuroversy,
One cancerns shaot zemannivot, calcula-
tion of the bouss of the day. and the vther
deals with the time of a mif. According to
the Gra, we caleulale shaot zemanniot
from sunrise 1v sunset. Rabbeinu Tam
states that we calculate shaol zemanniot
{rom alot ha-shachar, a point 4 mif before
sunrise w Tzedt ha-kokhavim which is 4
mul after sunset?

The second argument concermns the timie
of 3 mil. In discussing the time frame of a
miil, the Gemara concludes that there are
40 mil in a day™

According lo the Gra, the day constitutes
the period from sunrise to sunset, which
is 12 hours or 720 minutes at the equinox,
Therefore, the mil is 18 minutes.” Habbeino
Tam measures the day differently, from
alot ha-shachar to 1zeit ha-kokhavim, Thus,
there are 32 il between sunrise 10 sunset
and arnil therefore equals 22v: minutes

Only in one time and place-the equinox
in Israel-are these quantities accurate, Up-
ward adjusiments must be made for other
days and for higher Jatitudes. Several 1a-
bies of these adjusiments, based on the
angle ol the sun beneath the horizon, have
Leen published ?

In most non-itassidic conununities, the -

accepted practice is to follow the Gra. This
by the et that most
sviggopues eod Shablit pror w the o0
1o 1 minules alter sunset :n New York
Cat reguanad by Rabbeine Lam " “The tol-

is  evidenced

DR
AV ﬂ

Although the ideal time of shacharit is
al sunrise kevatikin’ most synagogues are
unable to be so precise. During 1he week-
days, people must pray early in order to
go to work. The earliest time for shacharit
is alot ha-shachar, which is 80 10 103 mi-
nutes before sunnise.® However, it is prof-
erable not to suy Sherna, and it questiona.
ble whether one may say yotzer or® and
the berakhot on tallit and tefillin before
misheyakir, the lime when one can recug-
nize an acquaintance four cubits away.

Since there is no talinudic source for
the time of misheyakir, a greal controversy
exists. Estimales vary frum six minutes
after adot ha-shachar to 35 minutes befon:
sunrise " The consensus s thal s
hieyakir in Israel is belween 50 1w 60 mi-
nutes before sunrise, which is equaalent
tu belween 56 and 86 minutes in New York
City.

In the winter when the problem is most
acule due to the late suniise (720 a.m.,
misheyakir is between 62 and 72 minules
before sunrise. If one adopts the more le-
nient view, a minyan starting at aflot ha-
shachar (latest time 5:53 am. in N.Y.C)
should not complete yishtabach until mis.
heyakir, about 15 minules later.'* The be-
rakhot on tallit and 1efiflin should be post-
poned at least until this point.”?

An additional dispute exisls as 1o
whether the time between mishevakir is
propuer for shemaoneh esrei only bediavad
or even lekharchillah,

On Shabbitt an oppuosite problem exists
3ome ssnagogues start o ity wind veca-
siunably miss sof zeman tefillar shacharit
which can be as early as 935 am s is
certaindy imorooer and it is colestionabibe

by Mordechai Willig

A more common problem that exists in
many synagogues is the failure 10 reach
shema before sof zeman kriat sherna which
can be as early as 826 am. IN.Y.C.) While
individuals can say kriat shema at home
prior to coming 10 synagogue, a number
of congregants do not. Furthermore, the
Gra and other poskim maintain that one
cannot fulfill semikhat geulah le-tefillah
subsequent to that lime. Therefore, it is
preferable to recile the entire shacharit pri-
vately without a minyan before sof zernan
kriat shema® By advancing Shabbar
moming services to 8:30 am, the congreg:
ants will be able to say shema be-zemana
80% of the time throughout the year rather
than a mere 10% with a 900 am. starting
hour.

The time for mincha commences one
half hour afier noon, which varies from
1205 p.m.ES.T.10 LIS DST.ANY.C)* The
period for mincha concludes at sunset,'”
at which time the repetition for the
shemonah esrei by the shaiz must be com-
pleted.'®

While ina‘ariv starts at sunsel,' it is pre-
lerable tfor the ressuns mentioned above
with respect to shacharil) to wait until
Tzeit ha-kokhavim, which is the zeman
kriat shema® For this purpose lin con-
tradistinction to Shabbat night when we
wail longer *'), estimates in Israel at the
sprng equinox vary from 15 1o 22 minutes
after sunset.?* This is approximalely vqui-
valent to 18 to 24 minutes in N.Y.C. in the
spring. 22 1o 30 minules in the winter and
28 10 3 minutes in the summer

In order to facilitales tefitlah be-tzibbur,
muariv may be recited as early as play
ha-mincha-which is 1% hours before sun-
set. This is a common practice in the sum-
mer on Friday evenings. In such a case, it
is impeiative \hat mincha should be re-
cited prior to plag ha-mincha.™
Rabbi Mordechai Willig is a Rash Yeshiva in MYP
and Rabbi of the Young Israe) of Riverdale

(NOTES ON PAGE 4)



[<)]

¥

vY 10
279%7 MY

IR ,2T ON3 1an3 wn prena Yax
7T AR Pn Ynnn 3 ok onb oon poo
DI 1301 K9921.979 73797 WIRND W,
1A 2091 .0TR M2 RTE PN 20w Myw
02 TNPNT BTV MWHYN 3 /D) KporEpIn
25 MWW (NIpN,RPn,RI 0y 19%03 oot
oM NI T NN RpR nR mipt
DT WY, N TR I PP D
PRIRIT AN ARRIY NI Nawn 57y mmb
PP7PAR 2P L1070 T IR [, aNnm
(TMRI IR Mp-07p Y 75972 Do o)

197133 %P J713 W wys wn Py
TAYD DRDD) 0730137 0N RD Yax ()
191 1777 AR (23N 1Y oW Y73 mStan
KW} 277¥ DRA (3 0 ONOD) WP NP2
AR MW wn armat abhh o
DITXT R0 837187 k057 a5 0 oo
27X 13 7851 700 vwn R 1bT by
npwY orma (oan MY WnKn wna
T 73 PI0DAN ‘R XD Y™ WP pmn
WIDRY PWIW R NN oY pa im
Y, FIRN-130 2y 15972 0T YY) Bvaoen
WA YW 1075 MWN 97K, (TR

D Y2713 RIW ,3 70) 172897 20D MM
YYRY 27T (I0 0 O 333 ISR ,1xn
MI73] PON 1 WD TIWT ORI ey
WRT AP AT R e 8% Y pyas
IR 3% %% pnnnb mwm prbva 5050
R B722137 DR Y7 (:2) M Pp
VI DR RYPWR (7Y) 000D TN )0
22739 179 13 Tonm 0va3%00 nny

W7R3 17557 213 (173p0 Bw) Y 13Ty
77,2202 R0 Y7 A R 0T Ko
YW 0T M9, bt
AT Y7331 0000 Ny Rvwa Y 9

oYn N LR

A WP WAR (N T 1Y) omn
T RN NYPWHT IR (T2 2ob) 1maa1
MW (:79) A w7 oEsen
AT 1T RPOR YoM \Yon vy a3 wens
7D w3y 4 0nw avpw ORI N7 P
01 *RT W ,IR T 072 Yo ovne anb
PG NAND ABND MYPY IR 21 1297 R

S8 70 PWIR 071N WANY LUK
RIN-1270 'nYy 75573 29510 9003 057N
RNT DYPW INRT D10 (PhpT avan ooy
I 37AR 20 V37X, W 1 pow’ Annn
R1,293 P07 MY 1T 5y 1y vk
212 WY 2R Y 191 00 ey i
(72 MINW) 12p 1T W ,(0w) 7 TS o7
PIND L0 URTY R ARAT DYDY InRY
DY 07 (DT TR PRY) TR 2019 (.719)
AT IR 22102 BIYRN, YD wbw wene

MW L0 0315 /3T 90T AR pem
VAT (:79) 791 RNy v P00
AT T W WY MRS Y g1
137.,(:17) 1707 0onvan owYrAs Yryep
L7301 D027 ,PY I3 T 49 9 3919
377 13 YW NITH ®°37 33N Y n95ma
N7 PRI 0T 13 1nab 7R 975y (W
APRNVIV V'R IOW PY R 300 aw
SOV T WA A 0vaon

D0 3 WRD N Yy W sy
RWIW 12ND ®OX 771021 .(:71%) ‘037 2'npa
AT AT WA P01 Aav ww in
TR 1) 7270 XMW N9 (33 7010y wrxm
" 90V AT renaby TP ¥ T
TW (NPT 18 M P MW MpT 13.5
Y 1Y) AYPYR IR NPT 14 0739197 DRy
(@w 70503 oara



270 oY ol

2737 wRI 70INDY NP 27 oA MY
NPOR MORI 7T (XDp ~D) Thna Han
(W) DI3W MWW ‘7 Ron NOD W3 yan
5 YoRn 1 YW (Dw) ‘man nypbT anm
QIXRT DYLYY .0V NYNNR MYY T om0
JLISR TP MW /3 P71 TI0R NIYY 133 AvTw
IMRD,NYH W2 10D 35, IR oTaw
nonnm oI MW MYWAT noum ane
WRVTWI MISn TRy gen WmIRaw ovh

' 278,010 VEBKRD
mxn aann pIv o ,anad Yot mem
MNP I VIUIW DMRT O TRNR hypn
5103 ,07 nonna DMbNW3 ,Ra% prY pr
AP nww 2 oM ,aven wep 1t
1T 100,070 msna onbhwsy Lanbnnn
W0 wwnn MEn s avw xmw ,pan nran
N%3% 101 MDA NN 10Y M e 1w
OR RO DIPPD 17PDIN DMWYV 12 VW ,pian
YW 28,070 nbnn Nk e 7 e

X2IPY ¥7197 1nnay ,mven wpY

L7091 DY OVINT 71 WRH MR AR 1M
mM73) fanai Ao, mavp nnam AT nna
AMBA2 PN AT AmeT N L6
M2 TTRY NIZN MR T AYW 080 My
A9 070 g0 apb axnnt ovnyvw mop
nwn) .orn Mo w0b yam ave hmnn
ST ARNN DYRPWW 1IN V08 prav
0% YA ave a1 ,nmnn avn ub PR
DYPW 121 "I RID 10 1007 Annn hypw
'BY) R2PR2 LWAA AWPR 1D NN Ienn
%y m P onwpnw (p Yy wemn (RP
RY LRI TANR Ny own vY [ 1nnn
M1 NEAM A1 AP AT 0PI (DY) 103
W 17pa1.10% 073 YT DUy n¥nm o mup
DIND A, JPT AN MR 4 I

T w2
T2, 7T X7 PR (2% ©'noD) Jan
(BW) 'm331 .71 25% anmem PN ooy ninn

7B 77, (:1%) 'PIN2 MY 2% T3 AR
MINT DY PY MINRT RYDI INAT DYDY NRY
PRON I M7 ,A%Y pod By poo Yn n
2"ARY 2 Y37 13 TWHn mana nypwa Yrn
PY 500 7Y 09 R M 0 A, ah
MR n R 1han 8w ©vEs1R NRY %Y
RIDN .00 RAAND 7p1 Annn nypw

D73 PN TINIRAT NI OO 973

DN avany myw .8

(271 R”D M2 W/ARR) DranIn M
W7 AT 07,77 AT a3 nvwn Y57 and
AT (R72) WYY .0V I 57 e 7y
DT NI MYT YW W aYw WA
DWT (X MKy 297 37w vpb v annn pab
0N NI IR T N oY awnn
YW R MW ROXR AV W 1R 07
NPT DY TN PRI (03 MWW wmm

101 9331 0ipn Y93 ppIRY nnnn wawnT
DX DWW 537,315 NORpP DTN
YW DYW WM Dy My SR 0 nrany
RIT IR MPYT 000 R’ 109 g8 mw
JnT 9531 o Y93 menn 3 1Y mp3 72
P72 (5713) W MR MW ReEERw XY
2 MW D3 17D {02 R DY PR YapsT
WR (Y Yo 7w 11 Yn was

-(370 RDT D) ®* 7 AYTI RO, mnwn
DPA MYWT 0D (:3 DW) W7RIT ‘DINaY
Y31 R, MWW 3 vp3 199,y ’9Y Anw
212 MYY 27w RNt Y ans bax ora
YWY 11290 *5%7 Y2 979y .a%ha myw a7
ARAR DYPYY IND P nYwn 00T orh
(R 70 TAn cpb oAzy wmwn mby W)
V72 9130 A2nND PP wm (o nopnT
WS 1771 A% Mo gy 0y myws
"1 (IBP 0 TU1) 03T MTIPIA 13 0T
T3 1D PR 2Y ATROYY (1 Pary) praw
PPN VERRD WHWR WRD an nsnw
27 PIPW I, (T 12 0O1I0D) ‘B33 ADWTY




[

ey ey

TR TR T e T A

A T T T A ¥y ¥ T TMT, o I oW I o T

e

™ =2 1%

22.5 XM Pn WW DR MpT 720 oW
731,700 PIY Inwa MYy Pa e hip
P9 T RITW 0730150 PRYY nann nypw
XMW L IPUT 1T w1707 .npT 90 A
27 170 R0 e o

77D B7p oM 0w WrNnD) B7amn Har
WR A R Yn wp MW ans (7o
oWy Y Y e on apim 113
HY A2 PO 1w (wry o v8na)
7202 1% P w2 03, MpT 24 X1 D TR
372 DIBRY TN NYPYY RN P P MpY
P TWPWT (371 37D 00D WX IND) 8”2
P2 20 1w 1maY e e w43
DIPT 120 MWW RIM AR 722 Inwn Mby

YWY 120w XYW pod oran I mm
Moy 2 90w 70,9 17 an oY oxn
ANrR X7 XAT Y70 enn Y nwn
IND (R"D R”D MIND) D7IMITT ,AWp TN
JIYW W TYW AR 73 T nwn mbvnT
JIPT 18 P71 Y31, pn 1 et o
37D QIR NPT 72 90 ,wmm nvw xem
MWW WM L07ARWY QY RYIWI) R7IN
Paw Y mY omea Yp 1,013 nwyn TR
7202 20 ‘12 W1 BRI RN NYPYY fnni P
POV.MPT T2 PR TP 18 b B mpn
Paw (am pawn *va v n Rt pphira
K271 RPWT R w7 e mby

RYTY) IO 1 PITND W R R0
RRIPT 120N ®RPT V0T R PAT LMW
T2 L& Y213 Mo 7 umbs jowm
hypw a2 k0w nna pi? nwn mby
Y3 1°3 Y2 % P R¥PN 0732197 NRYY AN
YW NBRY VIR mnT nypw®  nnnn
0 921 ,nnnn nypwd mant 71 Pa DIRoTp
(M12732) ©¥amIA% W7RRD RN MPT 18
00D W7D ¥R IMI0T WP 1Y
K201 ,MIPT 24 P MW 200w ,07p om
A7¥%1,5131 amneR kYT T

MYt 12N (MR 777 :20) OIA I

M31,90 o 0w DY 19 82 R
7 UWID) NINDID 7 DI DR onnt ,pny
D0 T ARAR PR W NwR nbys (PYn
Y2 T2 W n 1 3N Y Anen s
RATIX? TV NIZAD Y MR T 9pan 1
JTONW 12T PR 2WT 7000 My pwh 2 uab)
TITIAPR KW R (773 Y021 W o1
37Y Y NV 013°% 7 RY B3 ApIm
V2 TNV T RIN 1T ,/032 W
YA INWR APYWS 0170 YW N B1bas
20N wW AR RPN N ,NRNR Y3 ey
P50 P2WT K27 AR (I3) ‘0N orra
Moy Paw (a1 13 oMM L0T3 AYwR TN
NREY AR NYpW D11, anna pab Tnwn
TR P Paw 1Y 5w xnw ovanion
0% Riw , annn nypwb
DRIBRD 7 93 Yy Wwpn @w) mam
ROPI2AD (RPIT A, 1,831 ,85)
73 LY 0TI TWYR MR Rt Y raw
MY MIRDID 2 0TI M2 OIR PoAn
TV ARRN NYPWR PN T Rnnn 71 1Y nen
yp1 Yo raw R3n: pYn T onamen nry
721 2% 1% W7 wAn .ova TIwYD TR
RITT RA3TNY ,ARNT NYPW TV AA0 7o
Jm % iR jbhwn
RN RIR ,PWR TP 7,000 s
RPT X1 (X271 R2W *WID) 13271, I0KRT K19
21W ,WID) ROWM RPTPA J2WN RpT 190
Y AN P OMP PR R Povan o o
NYPY InR 19,3000 MY oM PRwaw
L(B"221571 NRY R DI POwnRw Y N
OYIRYHIW (5D IRW IR LW RPI T
Ya7 W MY A pn v P L e1ha wern
ST RT3 o0 Annn
VA 1300 RITY R2WT LT D90 REYA
nYpw 21 Annn ya? anwn mby pa o
R P12 P 279,000 RS annn
DUPNT W JONNT YD ann nypwy
813 YW 277 W L,(: 38 ) PW My bm



TN oY M

W LYPIPT DANDY MIPpRY Y DaxdEn
D7MY MW0NY PR

W W) RN Y 5w W e arm
WD BIR? MR*INI WORT (17772 'R 23pR
TIDY R¥2) TWRD BY 812 0 R N nbd
25 mbyY 27xy omn v, o0bwrh o1 IR
SYDYRT /I 23 AR5 WIN Mwnat 10
oD X031 ,7pINY JI15 P17 0 Yun Nl
RPYY PIZW ,DWITING 3900 T 0D MW
nYaps 13, .ov '¥na Ynovw pr T anw
_ CA Bab nobon

T Mww asbnn avapss v 1%
Toama MW I o, nyw w2 o
A1 5% yapn v Lobwreh owminn
2793 D3 R9KR W nosh p1 &Y 1w N
AP0 MYWwh 1) nobn b e vw
(I1) 23T B7Y (37D W NND) DTN D WnM

YRI3 Towd (B7p o) bramn U
2¥p2 ,NmI2 7N R ,MWMAT Y, nma
1900 RIT 191 .89 0303 P e Nt R
DYTIR 1D) N7 Y Jnw mb nran
Y 373 0a1 ,07) Wrnnnd 179 (0w
JLIPT 24 R ,09R D0 1w (g0

0 YW Nawna npow rnvaan Yar
JIW TR .01 OTR YYNnn SR VP
D) R7IAT 5721] RN VIR RO N0
WR DM 7T @033 NRY MYWT L(27D KDY
BT RN RDR 03393 /3 NIRRT NavR W
RTR 277 IR D°2PI0 71127 [.D73A27190 0 NNy
PR Py P2 o RNW TR Nl
Moy Pa | Nawna PN aRRE Dypey
TRV WM AYW W TamR 112 nwn
Bx L(M2722) WrHREN NPT 18 DY P
JDIRYEI AT PRAwnY 3710 RYW

A9 R7AN7) TIOR T 7R3N 130D I
2"R% MYWY ovR W Phnnk (R7po 107
(20 0 MWt o nb mipT 24 W )
ANDW MY R7ADT NV RPTY) DUNYR BT
e (R I T Tt b mp 24

VR R L1 R P nenn p1 T nwn
(OW) X793 ANMR ROWT WP 3nm
Yn w970 oInmy P 1 ret man
RE21 Y w9 Yoy mpt 22.5
haw) *97a ,(: 3 M393) OINN NYTa] #7352

070 9T IR ARy, [T (A8 D

QNODT RO WIN wIws .3

o MPWT 7 R kWY AR b
DR 72T MIREE P e oy ¥n
BIR 20T AT 3 DLW IR XY ORI
P32 anwn pby PaT by mwop » ova
1 820 NRXY AnnT nYpw P nanm
Py Paw o owbwn o R M
ROPI20R 2DANR 1,000 DYpwY aann
LT3 "1 R wpt YW vawe

TAR [RT NW I W 2 many a1 ba
QXY IPRM PN RN W3 7aR nb
T2W 127 PID2Y LIAR 2ARPR NP WT WINN
R °1P2 QIR o0 ,Annn yiv nwn mby
2 1 N2 wpR ¥R,

T WYT L A3193 RI7IT 20 DIROIDIT RED)
Torn DR IVIRD D170 I (MR R ) n
W 7 N pI? nwn nby 2 At 0
YW RWOENN 191 2IRW IRRT Hr¥  RAMIAD
YT Pa n v wer anm o xbW
RIT D17 "812 W30 IR oan oxy .oYhwy
9% ,RN™272 2WITDR 30,70 13 W 1
JIRW IPOR 727907

Y ROMIANT LRAVL R T0WDD
B BV YN WPD TR Tonn My wena
H735v o mow 20h obwe el e o IR
1971,902 02 ey ooy Tinn 1172 DA
07 28113 5 170 p I,y urY wahn
K71 A20N2 ‘P37 DINT L0 TR RY
A YR Yar Phb mx pr e pr ww
X295 B3 13 PIND WBN IRW WRN KN
CIRW MWRT AT TION IRW R 79T
WHRTT RYWIPH DY L (: %) ROwmhd RN




" ' Y 119%0

yRwn v Awpwa e nvw ey s
w1 nwbw) MPT 24 X1 5 ey
IMRT TR XM @29 N (DR 18 M
MPT 207 31 XU, W nwbwn g
PWYT Y5 97w 157y e VW N
P 18 X1 07 nwTS Y mogsn nawn
1AW (X" R“D MI213) M3 yry S
DRI AYW RN AR0R P Y e mbys

OIN2 AT PITPND 0720 13%07 ben
ARE 111 (R M Y i jOx ;e :71?)
WIT PO R R Snxnn orasyen
2037 XOR 32 RIEn PR 179 S
IR 57y W v MW oranan

IR OIORV 933 WPIRST Y
P S W braay xb by RWPR T3wrn
221 5713 ,npT 245 Ym v Yap» ,ova
PV 53R 13 v yopn by vy 1awna
WT BRI MR nby pa b mwbe
RI™IDD ROORTD ,m0Yn R Tvws Yrrp
WY W) DYaw v x xin o wbwn
ARNR 719 M0n mYynT kem ora b
24 50 Y v wnT R wmm nyw
WIR WY wOw W5 Ay by P
Sm  mrpwn

PY R0 XM 05T b P 1roby
199 ava mwvn TR Y 5w ey
TR 9 703 vy e Y S TR n
V19V NWR My mkop 4 ,opa s
T3] ANYY RO APR L PYn Y mene
WR PP T aRnn py W omen mbyaw
IV RPT KW 13379 ,808Y 13 47y
oY 20 % p1wr Ry . e ROR
709 1w, 003910 XY T e mbyn
TIWID IR RIIW) IR 13 1Y Wwn nbys
WP N LRO™M23 ROPRT ,(whwn i)
SR 9219 1R Twen R (573 ®am b
MR R BYT /IR we wTrEs RYT)
072577 9951 5 TIn 90 1 57y s
' P, % Janm Yo #3 b

T2 ANT A1 Yaned TS PR Wwanw
BT DRT.2AMNTR X1, 89195 15 71935 Yo
FIPORY MR X597 077 57y xbws Yoy
27330,%00m 43 5w 131N, 0o o72%p vy
NREY? 907 YR 1A 1w nam Xh™am
BPY MR X91,07Y ) prams

DOIIVRY IRWT (: R°) 'O %DY b Ayey
(2730) R7WIRT MY Yy S 77 TP
12 wnwn mby 1A Y on 1IN N
WRY IOV 1571 92997 11 Y01 mnn
T RAY 177,55 1w pawnn by e
DPPW P2y mann v snwn mby 7
TR P P2 20 275 0035197 nreb mnne
DR 72A13 A1 997 vwpay mnnn nypwy
ST Rrhy 1 ww gips ypIpa
APT 22,5 Y0 yw 1pby

D393 7131, Y259 T xn b Han
RAT DYPW 12 77% s nyby 73 a
JIBNR NYPWY TN 1 12 Yo a1, 9end
OMIT VM AW AT P 18 Y
31,707 mp7 18 Yw Twwa by o 92
228 ,7%nm nvw wwn 1R Y ox .xmn
PIPT 22.5 0 D23 Y3 1 Yo pagTy
NOWOT MR oPR AT Tpon M _

NI VPR MR PR Y31 nwhwT oo

NYID RPN RMA MY mwpwa "2 M
‘01 9Y 3T BY 31 & MR Syb Ay v
W T 27 0P 18 Y (3 o miss
WY nwn naby MY pa Pannd opn
YW RWTT 070 220%) mavna abox v
MY (:%%) 051 ,emn 71 0% nxnm
DUYRT L0UM LA0RR P 1Y pen  wn
IRW PR KT Y PIOWD ,amneR R9ww
WD NP P T Rewnny e
TIONI P2 MW MY PR 5n e 1oy
n 93 YaR K9W aminer Kb mPonYT b
MPT 18 P RN

277 1D MY “5n) ©vamIn ans A
XIT 223100 XY MWY (9pid mTna



CHAVRUSA

& 33

HALAKHIC PERSPECTIVE:

PAGE 3

ZEMANNEI TEFILLAH

Establishing pruper zemannei tefillah
for the synagogue is an important rabbinic
function. This brief survey and analysis of
the various problems relating to zemannei
tefillak is inlended 1o assist the rabbi in
dealing with this important matter.

Concermning the halakhic end of the day,
there are two fundamental views. Accord-
ing to the Gra (The Vilna Gaonl, the day
terminates at sunset and at this point bein
ha-shemashot begins and continues for %
of a mil ta mil represents the time il takes
an average person 10 walk 2000 cubits}
when Tzeit ha-kokhavim, definite night,
starts. On the other haind, Rabbeinu Tam
maintains that night tzeit ha-kokhavimi
does not commence until 4 mif after sun-
set. Rabbeinu Tam asserts that % mil prior
Lo tzeit ha-kokhavim constitutes bein ha-
shemashot, and umtil that time, it is
halakhically day even though it is long after
sunset.!

There are two additional disputes which
seem 10 revalve aboul this conuroversy,
One cancerns shaot zemannivot, calcula-
tion of the bouss of the day. and the vther
deals with the time of a mif. According to
the Gra, we caleulale shaot zemanniot
from sunrise 1v sunset. Rabbeinu Tam
states that we calculate shaol zemanniot
{rom alot ha-shachar, a point 4 mif before
sunrise w Tzedt ha-kokhavim which is 4
mul after sunset?

The second argument concermns the timie
of 3 mil. In discussing the time frame of a
miil, the Gemara concludes that there are
40 mil in a day™

According lo the Gra, the day constitutes
the period from sunrise to sunset, which
is 12 hours or 720 minutes at the equinox,
Therefore, the mil is 18 minutes.” Habbeino
Tam measures the day differently, from
alot ha-shachar to 1zeit ha-kokhavim, Thus,
there are 32 il between sunrise 10 sunset
and arnil therefore equals 22v: minutes

Only in one time and place-the equinox
in Israel-are these quantities accurate, Up-
ward adjusiments must be made for other
days and for higher Jatitudes. Several 1a-
bies of these adjusiments, based on the
angle ol the sun beneath the horizon, have
Leen published ?

In most non-itassidic conununities, the -

accepted practice is to follow the Gra. This
by the et that most
sviggopues eod Shablit pror w the o0
1o 1 minules alter sunset :n New York
Cat reguanad by Rabbeine Lam " “The tol-

is  evidenced

DR
AV ﬂ

Although the ideal time of shacharit is
al sunrise kevatikin’ most synagogues are
unable to be so precise. During 1he week-
days, people must pray early in order to
go to work. The earliest time for shacharit
is alot ha-shachar, which is 80 10 103 mi-
nutes before sunnise.® However, it is prof-
erable not to suy Sherna, and it questiona.
ble whether one may say yotzer or® and
the berakhot on tallit and tefillin before
misheyakir, the lime when one can recug-
nize an acquaintance four cubits away.

Since there is no talinudic source for
the time of misheyakir, a greal controversy
exists. Estimales vary frum six minutes
after adot ha-shachar to 35 minutes befon:
sunrise " The consensus s thal s
hieyakir in Israel is belween 50 1w 60 mi-
nutes before sunrise, which is equaalent
tu belween 56 and 86 minutes in New York
City.

In the winter when the problem is most
acule due to the late suniise (720 a.m.,
misheyakir is between 62 and 72 minules
before sunrise. If one adopts the more le-
nient view, a minyan starting at aflot ha-
shachar (latest time 5:53 am. in N.Y.C)
should not complete yishtabach until mis.
heyakir, about 15 minules later.'* The be-
rakhot on tallit and 1efiflin should be post-
poned at least until this point.”?

An additional dispute exisls as 1o
whether the time between mishevakir is
propuer for shemaoneh esrei only bediavad
or even lekharchillah,

On Shabbitt an oppuosite problem exists
3ome ssnagogues start o ity wind veca-
siunably miss sof zeman tefillar shacharit
which can be as early as 935 am s is
certaindy imorooer and it is colestionabibe

by Mordechai Willig

A more common problem that exists in
many synagogues is the failure 10 reach
shema before sof zeman kriat sherna which
can be as early as 826 am. IN.Y.C.) While
individuals can say kriat shema at home
prior to coming 10 synagogue, a number
of congregants do not. Furthermore, the
Gra and other poskim maintain that one
cannot fulfill semikhat geulah le-tefillah
subsequent to that lime. Therefore, it is
preferable to recile the entire shacharit pri-
vately without a minyan before sof zernan
kriat shema® By advancing Shabbar
moming services to 8:30 am, the congreg:
ants will be able to say shema be-zemana
80% of the time throughout the year rather
than a mere 10% with a 900 am. starting
hour.

The time for mincha commences one
half hour afier noon, which varies from
1205 p.m.ES.T.10 LIS DST.ANY.C)* The
period for mincha concludes at sunset,'”
at which time the repetition for the
shemonah esrei by the shaiz must be com-
pleted.'®

While ina‘ariv starts at sunsel,' it is pre-
lerable tfor the ressuns mentioned above
with respect to shacharil) to wait until
Tzeit ha-kokhavim, which is the zeman
kriat shema® For this purpose lin con-
tradistinction to Shabbat night when we
wail longer *'), estimates in Israel at the
sprng equinox vary from 15 1o 22 minutes
after sunset.?* This is approximalely vqui-
valent to 18 to 24 minutes in N.Y.C. in the
spring. 22 1o 30 minules in the winter and
28 10 3 minutes in the summer

In order to facilitales tefitlah be-tzibbur,
muariv may be recited as early as play
ha-mincha-which is 1% hours before sun-
set. This is a common practice in the sum-
mer on Friday evenings. In such a case, it
is impeiative \hat mincha should be re-
cited prior to plag ha-mincha.™
Rabbi Mordechai Willig is a Rash Yeshiva in MYP
and Rabbi of the Young Israe) of Riverdale

(NOTES ON PAGE 4)
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