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Tension
1. Vayikra Rabba 28:6
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The First Omer
2. Yehoshua 5:10-11
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Encamped at Gilgal, in the steppes of Jericho, the Israelites
offered the passover sacrifice on the fourteenth day of the month,

toward evening.
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On the day after the passover offering, on that very day, they ate
of the produce of the country, unleavened bread and parched
grain.

3. Rosh Hashana 13a
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Rabbi Yirmeya then said: What I said is nothing, and my question had no basis,
as it can be demonstrated that the Sages know how to determine that produce has
reached one-third of its growth. As Rav Kahana was once asked by
the other colleagues of the academy as follows: With regard
to the omer offering that the Jewish people brought when they first entered
Eretz Yisrael in the days of Joshua, from where did they bring it? If you say that
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this omer offering was brought from grain that grew in the possession of a
gentile, there is a difficulty, as the Merciful One states in the Torah: “You shall
bring an omer of the first fruits of your harvest to the priest” (Leviticus 23:13), from
which it can be derived that it must be your harvest, grown in the possession of a

Jew, and not the harvest of a gentile.
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The Gemara first questions the assumption of Rav Kahana’s colleagues: From where is
it known that the Jewish people actually brought an omer offering that
year? Perhaps they did not offer it at all. The Gemara rejects this argument: It
should not enter your mind to say this, as it is written: “And they did eat of
the produce of the land on the next day after Passover” (Joshua 5:11), which
teaches: Only on the next day after Passover did they eat from the new grain,
but initially they did not eat from it. Why? It is because they first brought
the omer offering on the sixteenth of Nisan as is required, and only afterward did
they eat from the new grain. Therefore the question remains: From where did they
bring the omer offering?

Connection Between Manna and Omer
4. Vayikra Rabba 28:3
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5. Vayikra 23:10
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Speak to the Israelite people and say to them: When you enter the land that I am giving
to you and you reap its harvest, you shall bring the first sheaf of your harvest to the
priest.

Omer and the Land of Israel
6. Rambam, Hilchos Temidim Umusafim 7:25
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Every night, before counting, one is required to recite the following blessing: "Blessed
art thou, Lord our God, King of the universe, who hast sanctified us with thy
commandments, and commanded us concerning the counting of the omer." If one has
counted without the blessing, he has fulfilled his duty, and need not count over again.
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What is a Bracha for in the first place?
7. Brachos 35a-b
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Similarly, Rav Yehuda said that Shmuel said: One who derives benefit from
this world without a blessing, it is as if he enjoyed objects consecrated to the
heavens, as it is stated: “The earth and all it contains is the Lord’s, the world
and all those who live in it” (Psalms 24:1). Rabbi Levi expressed this concept
differently. Rabbi Levi raised a contradiction: It is written: “The earth and all
it contains is the Lord’s,” and it is written elsewhere: “The heavens are the
Lord’s and the earth He has given over to mankind” (Psalms 115:16). There is
clearly a contradiction with regard to whom the earth belongs. He himself resolves the
contradiction: This is not difficult. Here, the verse that says that the earth is the
Lord’s refers to the situation before a blessing is recited, and here, where it says
that He gave the earth to mankind refers to after a blessing is recited.

Covenants in General
8. Vilna Gaon, Sefer Yetzira 1:8
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