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SUMMARY CHART

Positive-Idealistic Negative-Personal Motives

Motives
Reason for punishing National Security They mocked Gideon
Succoth and Penuel
Reason for killing They were enemies of They killed Gideon’s brothers
Midianite kings Israel
Reason for appointing Family vendetta

Jether to kill kings
Possibly to train his eldest son as
his successor

Reason for declining The Lord is your King

monarchy

Reasons for ephod Commemorate God’s To establish Gideon’s hometown
role in the victory as a shrine, and to bolster his

sons’ claim as future leaders
Possibly a divining agent

Name of Abimelech God is King My father (= Gideon) is king

This shiur is based on Hayyim Angel, “The Positive and Negative Traits of Gideon as Reflected in
his Sons Jotham and Abimelech,” Jewish Bible Quarterly 34:3 (2006), pp. 159-167.




