Valuable Vision
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The Sidra of Devarim is always read on the Shabbat before the 9th

of Av, the date on which both Temples fell. These tragedies are re-
flected in the choice of Haftorah for the surrounding wecks, those
before the 9th of Av expressing prophecies of rebuke for the sins
that were the spiritual cause of the destruction; those afterwards
conveying messages of comfort and solace. This week's Haftorah, *
the famous “Vision” of Isaiah, gives its name to the day—Shabbat
Ciazoni, the "Shabbat of the Vision.” Traditionally, this is read as 2
[;ower[u[ indictment of a rebellious people
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There is a saying of Rabbi Levi Yitzchak of Berditchev' that

this Shabbat, Shabbat Chazon (when we read as the Haftorah
the famous \f’mon (Chazon) of Isaiah), is a day when we arc'
presented with a vision of the future Third Temple, even
though we see it from a great distance.2 l
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‘Lk Kabbalistic texts speak about the final exile of the Jew- [L. i
ish people as being personal in nature. This refers to all the
pain and suffering that each individual experiences. Rabbi
Nachman added that the main source of exile js in the
mind: when we become so confused and doubt-filled that
we lack clarity and forget about God. ™ This is the worst ex-
ile of all, and escaping from it is the “birth pangs” of the
Moshiach on a personal level.

Still, we must never forget that the Very purpose of ex-
ile is to illumine it, and to transform the aspect of “birth
pangs” into the “Moshiach.” Chazal said, “When a person
has knowledge of God, it is as if the Holy Temple was rebuilt
in his day.”™ Suffering is never for its own sake, God for-
bid, but so that we may repair the negative situation and
uplift it. We must rebuild the Temple on a personal level],
until “the earth will be filled with the knowledge of God, as

-
325 Likutey Moharan 1:21.
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Regarding Yom Tov, there is night and day. We take a lulav
on Sukkos day but not on Sukkos night. We blow the shofar
on Rosh Hashanah day but not at night. Yet when it comes to
Shabbos, there is no distinction between daytime and nighttime.

This_is because “night,” the blanket of darkness that hides
Hashem from us, is not present on Shabbos. This is a twenty-
four hour period when it is all day —all light —and Hashem

may be found everywhere.

What does this mean, practically speaking? Let’s say a per-
son is looking to attain Torah — Shavuos is the special time for
this. If he's looking to attain joy, Sukkos is the special time. And
to attain freedom, we have Pesach. What if we're looking for
Hashem? The time to find Him is on Shabbos, when HaKadosh
B::-ru;h Hu is not shrouded in darkness.

time to request our needs. But it does mean that Shabbos is the
time to increase our awareness of Hashem — this is the time to
build up our relationship with Him.

34

The moment we light Shabbos candles, all the halachos of
Shabbos apply to us."” For this is a moment of light; this is
what initiates Shabbos. As we mentioned before, candle-light-
ing time is not the peak of Shabbos. As Shabbos goes on, the
level of kedushah steadily rises. But the light of the Shabbos
candles causes us to open our eyes and see the truth. We real-
ize Who created the whole world. We recognize Who sustains
it and pumps life into it every single moment.

When this happens, and a person knows he’s in the presence

~
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In the olden times, there was a place to
f1nd Hashem —in the Beis HaMikdash. A
Menorah burned there continually, and the
loaves of bread on the Shulchan were always
as fresh as when they came out of the oven.
These mitzvos demonstrated how real Hashem’s presence was in
the Beis HaMikdash. If you would go into a house and find the
rooms empty and dark, }01-.1 would understand that no one lives
there. But if you would see that the light is on, and there’s fret,h%(
bread on the table, y you would know someone is living there.

In _fér;prhme:,, a Jew would just walk into the Beis
HaMikdash and feel Hashem's presence, and love Him. He
would know that He’s our Father in Heaven, that He's involved
in our lives, and that He loves us and cares about what hap-
pens to us. He understood that Hashem is a “living God,” not

an abstract concept. The source of this awareness was the Beis

The Bets 32
HaMikdash of
Our Times Is
Shabbos
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HaMikdash.
Today, the only Beis HaMikdash we have is Shabbos Kodesh

O&\ Shabbos we can find Hashem more than on any other day,
and that’s why we were given Shabbos. On Shabbos there
i£ no_mention of sin. Hashem relates to us as if to Yishai, the
father of David. Yishai was one of four great tzaddikim who
never sinned and who died only because of the sin of Adam
HaRishon.”

Perhaps, during Shabbos, we don't feel we're in

the Beis HaMikdash, and perhaps we’'ve spent hundreds of

Shabbosos not feeling Hashem’s presence.. But that's because

the darkness of this world is very pervasive. It penetrates the

world'’s very essence, making it hard to find Hashem.

3 3 As explained, this is the great miracle of man’s inability to
see Hashem, fear Him, and love Him. But there is a way to “rid
ourselves” of this miracle and find Hashem. On Shabbos the

thick blanket of darkness thins out. We still must make an ef-

f(;rt to peel it off, or we won't find Hashem on Shabbos either.

But if we are truly looking for Him, it 15 very easy to find Him

on Shabbos.
There is no question about it. If you seek Hashem and want

to bring Him into your life, on Shabbos you will surely find *

Him.
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And this is also the message of the “vision"—even though
this Haftorah is read in the “Nine Days” of mourning for the

loss of the Temples, nonetheless through the resultant exile
will come the true redemption, the vision of which we glimpse
(1n the words of the Berditchever) in the very moment of our
loss.

The sense of mourning, of being “in the straits™ which
dominates our consciousness in the Nine Days when we recall
the destruction of the Temples, is broken by Shabbat, the day
on which joy must prevail .10 Indeed, on the Shabbar before the
9th of Av we are bidden to rejoice even more than usual, to
remove any possibility that the melancholy of the surrounding
days should intrude into the Shabbat spirit.

But the injunction has a deeper meaning. Shabbat js are-
flection of the World to Come; and that furure redemption will
be so complete as to efface all traces of the exiled past. So on
this day there is no place for the evocations of exile.

But we go further on this Shabbat than to eliminate sad-
ness—we increase our joy.

For the future redemption will be more spiritually intense
than any previous one. If it merely restored the status quo, exile
would have been unnecessary. Each exile of the Jews has cul-
minated in new levels of spirituality, for by being scattered
tl_lcy have been able to redeem and bring into G-d’s service en:
vironments that would otherwise have been untouched by the
hand of Torah. And the end-point of this Journey—the Time
toLome—will be a redemption without turther exile, 2 com-

p'letencss of spirituality that needs no new exXcursions.
* 20 the Shabbat most connected with exile, the day of the
vision,” sees in its foretaste o
of all exile and its transforma

f the future, the consummation
tion_into undisturbed rejoicing.

i it 15 permitted t
that on this day it 1s permi
e Solomon made when he was
ture kingdom‘m:ght
exile into the joys of

The Shulchan Aruch®
prepare a feast like tha
made king: That the an
give us the strength to turn t

redemption.

t which
ticipation of the fu
he sorrows of

(Source: Likkutei Sichot, Vol. II pp. 357-359)
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I1. And the word of the Lord came to me, saying: What do yoE
see, Jeremiah? And 1 said, “I see a rod of an almond tree.

12. And the Lord said to me: You have seen well, for I hasten
My word to accomplish it. 13. And the word of the Lord came

JEREMIAH |

Ko Tudbucs Prss IS

a rod of an almond tree—
(amendléér in  O.F) Jonathan,
however, renders: A King who hastens
to do evil.—[Rashi]

Redak explains that Jeremiah saw
a bare branch ol an_almond tree
with neither leaf nor blossom, which
he recognized through prophecy as a
branch of an almond tree, Qther-
wise, if he had seen a rod with leaves
and blossoms, why would God say,
“You have seen well™ It is not diffj-
cult to recognize an almond branch
frgm its leaves and blossoms.
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12. You have seen well—This
almond tree hastens 10 blossom
before all other trees. 1, too, hasten to
perform My word. And the Midrash
Aggadah (Ecc, Rabbah 12:8) ex-
plains: An almond tree takes twenty-
one days from its blossoming until it
is completely ripe, as the number of
days between the seventeenth of
Tammuz, when the city was broken
into, until the ninth of Ab, when the
Temple was burnt.—[Rashi)

Indeed, the almond is called WY
because of its quick ripening period.
The word aTpw denotes hastening
and endr:uvorma.—[Redak] ﬁ
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equal. Thus, s means: | have made all
the events of my life, | accept and appreciate everything which
happens to me with complete detachment,
whether these events seem
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ays; because He is at
falter. Therefore, my heart
ated; my flesh, too, rests in
(Psalms 16:8,9)

N is derived from mw,
things equal, In assessing

I have set HasHem before me alw
my right hand, I shall not
rejoices and my soul is el
confidence.

The Baal Shem Tov says that the word

b

and it makes no difference
_good” or “bad.” Why? Because % n

R, Hashe
see the guiding hand of God, Who alw

even though I do not always see why.

m is before me always. In every single occurrence [ clearly
ays does what is best for me
Therefore, I am confident that

all things are equally “for the best.”
His presence is the “great equalizer.” s

My faithin God and mv sense of

' }'f’*‘-\i"iwx_f'lmr\rf.ﬁﬂr

God’s will is to keep
then he must feel as if he
anquil waters,

. 1'% —

To him David says that
him on the move — 2oy, He leads me —
is in serene repose — MmN m Sy, beside tr

One should compare his relationship wit

this too is for the best.

greener pastures,” since He
and.” On the other hand,
to rest its weary bones, but the shepherd
forces it to move on without respite, The sheep thinks its master cruel,
but in reality the shepherd is only protecting it from predators or other

dangers. When man recognizes that he is no more than an un rotected
sheep, he will accept tﬁe directives of the Divine Shepherd with
serenity and good faith. i Chaim o; Volozh

J

(Ra olozhin;
Ruach Chaim, Mishnah Avos 2:4)

knows better than all the “lay of the |
sometimes the sheep wishes
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