Pieces oif Peace

P. PInchas

|
! [srae! seltled in the Shiltim and the people began to commit harlotry with the daughters of Moab.

2 They invited the people to the feasts of their gods; the people ate and prostrated themselves to
their gods. ? Israel became attached to Baal-peor, and the wrath of HASHEM flared up against Israel.

* HASHEM said to Moses, “Take all the leaders of the people. Hang them before Hashem against
the sun — and the flaring wrath of HASHEM will withdraw from Israel.”

* Moses said to the judges of Israel, “Let each man kill his men who were attached to Baal-peor."

¢ Behold! a man of the Children of Israel came and brought a Midianite woman near to his
brothers in the sight of Moses and in the sight of the entire assembly of the Children of Israel; and
they were weeping at the entrance of the Tent of Meeting.

7 Phineas son of Elazar son of Aaron the Kohen saw, and he stood up from amid the assembly
and took a spear in his hand. ® He followed the Israelite man into the tent and pierced them both, the
Israelite man and the woman into her stomach — and the plague was halted from the Children of
Israel. ? Those who died in the plague were twenty-four thousand.
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ASHEM spoke to Moses, saying: ' Phineas, son of Elazar, son of Aaron the Kohen,

turned back My wrath from upon the Children of Israel, when he zealously avenged Me

among them, so I did not consume the Children of Israel in My vengeance. '2 Therefore, say:
Behold! | give him My covenant of peace. 1* And it shall be for him and his offspring after him
a covenant of eternal priesthood, because he took vengeance for his God, and he atoned for the

Children of Israel.
2

The Brisker Rav, in the name of his father Rav Chaim
Soloveltchlk makes a similar point from a slightly different per-
spective. Why did Hashem reward Pinchas with “My covenant of
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peace”? Pinchas had just committed a violent, albeit very com-
mendable, act of zealous defense of the Divine honor. Therefore,
he should have been rewarded with Hashem's “covenant of
zealotry.” Why His “covenant of peace”?

Imagine a brave soldier returning from the battlefield after
heroically turning the tide of battle against the enemy. Would we
award him the Congressional Medal of Honor or the Nobel Peace
Prize? Was Pinchas. lehavdil, a candidate for the Peace Prize?
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OLLOWIN HE INCIDENT OF BILAM, the nation began

to stray after the women of Moav and their idolatry.

The situation deteriorated to the point that Zimri

— one of the princes of Israel — was so brazen as to
sin with a Midianite woman — Kazbi, the
An Individual daughter of Tzur — before Moshe and the

May Act entire nation. This provoked the wrath of
Hashem; vyet, Rashi explains (ibid.) that
Moshe momentarily forgot the halachah — the law — and cou]d)

not take action.
r
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rWhen a Jew sins with a non—]ewi;}'\iwoman in front of at least
ten people, the Torah allows an individual to take action — “a

zealot may kill him” (Sanhedrin 82a). A kanai — a zealot — one
who is so determined to uphold the honor of Hashem that he
cannot let evil exist before him — is permitted to take the law into
his own hands. Pinchas, who did remember the halachah, quickly
ran to Moshe to ask permission to act. Moshe, reminded of the law,
assured him that the two should be put to death and that Pinchas
should be the one to carry out the deed. Immediately, on this
consent, Pinchas pierced both Kazbi and Zimri with his spear and
appeased Hashem's anger. Pinchas’s quick action ended the plague
which Hashem had brought upon the nation, and which had
already killed thousands of Jews.,
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IT IS INTERESTING TO NOTE THAT PINCHAS, who so wanted to
carry out the will of Hashem and bring the sinners to justice, did
not run in a heated passion to kill Zimri and
Kazbi. He first went to inquire of Moshe what
the law was and only then did he take action.

Pinchas
Asked First
———— Often, we think of a zealot as a sincere and
highly motivated individual whose overwhelming concern for
Hashem compels him to act based only on his emotions. The
Torah’s view of a kanai is quite different. To truly appease
Hashem'’s anger and do His will, a zealot must act only within the
intellectual framework of halachah.

CONVENTIONAL THINKING WOULD DICTATE that when a person

is swept up in a sea of emotion, it is impossible for him to see
clearly and to act in a rational manner. We
Halachah e from Pinchas’ actions that this is not
Must Guide so. A kanai, who is singled out precisely
Our Emotions because of his strong emotions that drive
him to sanctify the Name of Hashem, is
required to harness these same emotions with cool rationality and
to clearly analyze the implications of his actions. A kanai, as well

UNFORTUNATELY, IN CONTEMPORARY USAGE, the term “zealot”
has assumed a negative connotation. We associate this word with

—— images of an angry, rebellious individual acting
Devotion violently towards others under the banner of
and Love religious conviction. In reality, nothing could be

further from the truth. A true kanai is one who
possesses both an all-consuming devotion to Hashem and an
equally overwhelming love for his fellow Jews. Zeal and devotion '



_jevery Jew, must understand that even when emotions push us
to actions which we believe are the will of Hashem, our feelings

are not the determining factor — halachah is. Halachah is oy

guideline to exactly what the will of Hashem is and by putting our

emotions under its direction, we can be confident that all our

actions will serve as sanctifications of Hashem's Name.
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THE 5'FORNO HELPS US SEE ANOTHER INSIGHT into this incident.
Imagine how Pinchas must have felt as he decided to act. A prince
of Israel is sinning. Multitudes of Jews stand
by, observing this brazen act of immorality,
and not a single one protests. Wouldn't
Pinchas, in his zealous devotion, feel anger
and hatred towards his fellow Jews, who
were guilty of silent complicity in this sinful scenario?

The S'forno (Bamidbar 25:4,11,13) tells us that the opposite was
true. Pinchas was motivated by compassion and pity for his
brethren. His intention was to atone for their lack of protest and to
stop the plague that raged among them. Although he loathed
Zimri's public immorality and the absence of any condemnation
from the bystanders, he acted out of love and concern for B'nei
Yisrael, despite their negligence. The thought of his brethren
perishing was a greater motivating factor for Pinchas, the
quintessential kanai, than the overwhelming feeling of justice
needing to be served, which Pinchas must have felt very deeply in
order to be chosen to mete out the required punishment. !

Pinchas was
Motivated by
Compassion
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[In contrast, we find various manners in which one can perform
mitzvoth. Good deeds can be performed for many reasons other than
personal conviction. One’s mitzvoth can stem from peer pressure,
from the demands of society. They can be merely a hollow imitation
of other’s deeds, or the lingering remnants of a childhood education.
This is termed as 17PN D'WIK MY¥N, mitzvoth performed by rote.
Or, having some conception of Gehinnom, termed by Western cul-
ture as Hell, one can perform good deeds to avoid this frightening
fate: one’s service stems from Wy nx, fear of punishment. These
are not ultimate levels of Divine service; they do not indicate a heart
yearning for Godliness.

However, one who encourages others to perform mitzvoth, to
direct their lives towards the Divine, does not do so out of imitation
or fear. Causing others to do mitzvoth is the result of a pure heart,
one’s motivation simply a true desire to sanctify God's Name in the

world.

Indeed, the manner by which to fulfill the command to love God
is expressed by our Sages as follows: T Yy 2nKNND DY DY XMWY
__“Let-God be beloved through you.™ Merely professing to love
God is not sufficient. We are enjoined to spread love of God through
the nation. For this is what indicates genuine dedication — doing
égllltlhiﬂg that is not induced by society, and not motivated by fear
of punishment. Spreading love of God through the nation is the an-
“lithesis of Midian, Ammon and Mo’av, who sought to blanket the
world with darkness and obscurity.

The zealousness Pinchas demonstrated was not motivated by so-
cietal pressure, by fear of punishment, by desire for honour and glory.
Rather, he sought to avenge those whom God wanted to avenge, not
Jo fulfill a personal vendetta — "NX)P NX NP3, His burning love of
God meant that he was unable to tolerate any infringement of God’s
will. He wanted only to accrue merit for the Jewish nation, and he
removed that which opposed this aim, not for any personal satisfac-

tion, but only because of his love of God, his furc heart.
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a2 ,
for Hashema\'orah cannot apply to only half the Torah; it must
apply to the Torah in its entirety. Devotion to Shabbos, kashrus,
modesty and other mitzvos between man and Hashem must be
matched by an equal measure of love, kindness, compassion and
consideration for others. If a “zealot” has devotion only to those
mitzvos that he selects, at the expense of others, he is designing his
own agenda, his own “Torah” and is not an authentic kanai.
When we feel motivated to act zealously to protect the Torah, it is
essential that we maintain a consistent devotion to Torah in its
entirety and that love for fellow Jews be as important as any other
mitzvah we choose to uphold.)
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