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10) Lubavitcher Rebbe — Letter to Rav Dovber Rivkin

Divine providence involves every particular occurrence that affects man and also that affects
inanimate matter, plants, and animals.... As explained by our master, the Baal Shem Tov, not
only are all the particular activities of the created beings [controlled by] Divine providence, this
providence is the life-energy of the created being and maintains its existence. Moreover, every
particular movement of an individual created being has a connection to the intent of the creation
as a whole.... A slight movement of one blade of grass fulfills G-d's intent for the creation as a
whole.
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12) Rav Yosef Albo -Sefer Halkkarim IV:S

...Some [acts] are free, some necessary, and some made up of necessity and freedom. And we
must now explain every one of these three kinds of human acts,

Absolutely free acts are those which have the character of contingency, which may be affected
by diligence and effort and for which a person deserves praise or blame...The initiative resides in
the agent himself and there is no compulsion or hindrance.

Absolutely necessary acts are those which are determined either by the stars or by the rovidence
of God, as we shall see. Human choice has no control over these acts and effort therein is to no
purpose...Thus a person may desire to go on a certain journey and is prevented from doing so by
suddenly becoming ill. Later those who took the journey are attacked by robbers and put to
death, or the ship sinks. It is clear in these cases that the failure of his efforts to go on the
journey or to board the ship was a good which saved him from the misfortune of being killed by
the robbers or drowned in the shipwreck, by reason of some prior merit of his...Even the person
in whose behalf a miracle is performed is not aware of his good fortune. In the same way, evil
may befall a person unexpectedly, without his having done anything deserving such
punishment...

Acts which are mixed and composed of necessity i.e. decree of fate, and freedom may be
illustrated as follows: A person digs a foundation and finds a treasure, or he plants grains and
prospers. It is clear that if he had no taken the trouble to dig the foundation or plant the grain, he
would not have found the treasure nor had success in his crop...The greater number of human
acts which come by way of reward and punishment through divine providence are of this nature.
Confusion and perplexity in respect to human affairs is due to the fact that people are ignorant of
this matter and do not know that some acts are purely necessary, some are absolutely free, and
some are mixed combining necessity and freedom.

13) Rav Soloveitchik — Halachik Man

The fundamental of providence is here transformed into a concrete commandment, an obligation
incumbent upon man. Man is obliged to broaden the scope and strengthen the intensity of the
individual providence that watches over him. Everything is dependent on him; it is all in his
hands. When a person creates himself, ceases to be a mere species man, and becomes a man of
God, then he has fulfilled that commandment which is implicit in the principle of providence

14) Rav Soloveitchik — letter to Dr. Dan Vogel from “Out of the Whirlwind”

The gist of my discourse was the Judaism did not approach the problem of evil under the
speculative-metaphysical aspect. For such an inquiry would be a futile undertaking. As long as
the human mind is unable to embrace creation creation in its entirety ...it would not succeed in its
attempt to resolve the dilemma of evil.... Therefore Judaism has recommended that the
metaphysical inquiry be replaced by the halakhic ethical gesture. Man should not ask: Why evil?
He should rather raise the question: What am I supposed to do if confronted with evil, how
should I behave vis-a-vis evil? The latter is a powerful challenge to man and it is the duty of
man to meet this challenge boldly and courageously.
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