
vbunt hreg d"hk vnsev
 (1t vag ,umn o"cnrk ,uumnv rpx

kfk kgup tuv vcxu vkg oa aha ihntba tuvu ,uvuktv ihntvk ubuum rat huumv thv vbuatrv vumnv
hbhxc vank uk urntb ,umn d"hr, urnt (t sf 'c df) ,ufn rnd ;uxcu /lhekt h"h hfbt w,h urnt tuvu ,utmnbv

hrxsju vtn ,ha htuv hfv thrynhdc vru, urntu vz kg uaevu v"ru, ihbn rnukf van ubk vum vru, vtre htn
akau ,utn aa kkfn h"h hfbt hf lk rtc,v rcf vbv /ougna vrucdv hpn vhvh tku hfbt vcua,v v,hvu htuv

:ubrtca unf vbuntc huum tuvu ,umn vrag

 (2t vag ,umn ,uumnv rpxk i"cnrv ,udav

lhekt h"h hfbt rnut tuva hpk rntb vnk hbp kg ohrjt ohvkt lk vhvh tk [v ,"k i"cnrc wcuvu] t,kfnc urnt
,urhzd ovhkg ruzdt h,ufkn ukcehaf utk ovk rnt ,urhzd ovhkg ruzd uhscg uk urnt vbhsnk xbfba lknk kan

ohekt lk vhvh tk lhekt h"h hfbt ktrahk ouenv rnt lf ihnhhen lthv h,urzd ohkcen ibht h,ufkn ota
vhvh tk h,urhzd ukce h,ufkn o,kcea oaf iv urnt ohrmnc h,ufkn ofhkg o,kcea tuv hbt hbp kg ohrjt

vhvh tk ,ucr ,ughbn lk vhvh tk rucscu /d"hr, kkfc vumn v,ut vbnh tka ,ufkvv kgck h,htr vz kf ogu /lk
ihhbn tk 'vbnau ,utn aa van hpnu anj vrucdv hpn vhvh if otu /oscg, tku ovk vuj,a, tk vag, tk lk
tka ubgbn ut ,uagk ubhkg rzda wg,h uh,urhzd tkt ,umn d"hr, ihbn ihta ,ufkvv kgcka u,gsn vtrbvu /v"ru,

rehgv tuv ubhbhgk vbhfav hukhdcu oh,puncu ,u,utc ubhkt v,ut ghsuva wg,h u,uthmnc vbuntv kct vagb
/ibucajc vbnh tk ,umnv uskub ubnna aruavu

 (3t sung m ;s ihrsvbx ,fxn hkcc sunk,

hgyn rmb .rt uarhh okugk ohehsm okf lngu (x uvhgah) rntba 'tcv okugk ekj ovk ah ktrah kf /vban
'ohnav in vru, ihtu vru,v in oh,nv ,hhj, iht rnutv :tcv okugk ekj ovk ihta uktu /rtp,vk hsh vagn

/xuruehptu

 (4h erp ihrsvbx ,fxn - ,uhbanv aurhp o"cnr

uhkg ojrku ucvtk vumnu ktrah kkfc xbfb tuv wvc u,bunt vc rrc,bu okuf ,usuxhv vkt ostv ihnth ratf
vut,v ,njn ,urhcgv in kufha vn vag whptu 'vujtvu vcvtv in urhcjk aht h"av vuma vn kfc ung duvbku
ostk keke,bafu 'ktrah hgaupn tuvu c"vugk ekj uk ah kct 'uhtyj hpf abgb tuv gurdv gcyv ,urcd,vu
uhkgu utbuak vumnu ,ughybc .mueu xuruehptu heusm trebu rehgc rpfu kkfv in tmh hrv ,usuxhv vktn suxh

/tbat wv ltban tkv (yke ohkv,) rntb

 (5(ch) vbuntu ,nt wt ,ut - ,uh,utv rga - ausev v"kav rpx
 

ovrct ignk 'vrag aka asuenv oav lhbpkn iumr hvh 'vjxub vz hnuhcy oac ,sxuhn vbah vkhp, h,tmnu
l,ru, hnhhen og hbhbj, 'vrag aka uhtmtmu o, aht cegh ignku 'vrag aka ,u,hrcc ohbuatrv ejmh

hkt lhbp rtvu 'vrag akav lh,usn hbnn ugbnh tku vrenn hbrnak ecsk hbfrcu 'vrag aka ,usnc ,arsbv
vra, hkgu hkt l,bhfa uhz ta,u 'vrag aka orehg rauh og oac lgstu hbbj,u vru, kgupk hkfa thmuvu

:vrag akav uktc ohgbunvn ouka hk oha,u

 (6d erp vcua, ,ufkv o"cnr

z vfkv
ut ohba iv kct dhvbn oa aha rnutvu 'dhvbn okugk ihtu vukt oa ihta rnutv :ohbhn ohtrebv iv vanj

scugv ifu 'kfk rumu iuatrv usck ubhta rnutv ifu 'vbun, kgcu ;ud tuva kct sjt iucr oa aha rnutvu 'r,uh



/ihn tuv ukt vanjn sjt kf ohnkugv iucr ihcu ubhc .hkn ,uhvk hsf u,kuzu kzn ut cfufaha rnutvu qs"ctrv ,davq+ 
vnn r,uhu ,utrenc utra vn hpk vcajnv uzc ufkv ubnn ohcuyu ohkusd vnfu ihn vzk tre vnku t"t /vbun, kgcu ;ud tuva tkt sjt iucr oa

uk tmna tkt vhv kusd rhhm ofhvkt rnta u,utf t"t /iuatrv usck ubhta rnutv ifu qs"ctrv ,davq /,ugsv ,t ,uacanv ,usdtv hrcsc utra
 +/vaga vn vag ovcu juru ohnu lauj uvcu uv, ohkusd ohbnx

j vfkv
'ostv hbc ckk trucvn ghdna gsn oa ihtu kkf vtucb oa ihta rnutv :ihxruehpt ohtrebv iv vaka

iv ukt vakan sjt kf ostv hbc vagn gsuh trucv ihta rnutvu 'ubhcr van ka u,tucb ahjfnvu
ot ,jt vch, ukhpt sjt euxp ukhpt wv ogn vru,v ihta rnutv :vru,c ohrpufv iv vaka 'ohxuruehpt

iudf vhshdn ahjfnvu vp kgca vru, tuvu vaurpc rpufv ifu 'vru,c rpuf vz hrv unmg hpn urnt van rnt
iudf wv ogn v,hv thva p"gt uz vru, vkyc rcfu ,rjt vumnc uz vumn ;hkjv trucva rnutvu 'xu,hhcu eusm

/vru,c rpuf ukt vakan sjt kf ohrdvv

 (7y"h ;s itnrxtuu ibjkt wrk ohrntn .cue

8) Rabbi Yaakov Weinberg, Fundamentals and Faith, pp. 11- 12



vbunt hreg d"hk vnsev

Actually, Rav Chaim’s sympathy was directed towards an individual who possesses certain

erroneous beliefs or lacks certain necessary beliefs concerning God and His Torah. In turn, these

shortcomings create an inaccurate and invalid approach to the mitzvos, which ultimately results

in this individual’s inability to be an accurately practicing Jew. This is the “unfortunate

apikorus” to whom Ray Chaim referred. He may be considered an apikorus, because in

reality—although possibly not in practice—he is estranged from the Torah.

The Thirteen Principles of the Rambam represent precisely that area of “faith orientation” with

which Rav Chaim is concerned. These tenets of Judaism are absolutely necessary to properly

relate to Torah. Without them, an individual is estranged from Torah; he is an “unfortunate

apikorus.”

 (9hbav rntnvk vnsev - aeare htsxj wrk wv rut

,uthmn rhumh o,uthmncu 'ovhkg iufb ohvkt ,hc rat ohsungu ,usuxh ova k"r ',uhru,v ,ubpc hbav rntnv
:vkhkj vkkfc vru,v kuph, ovn ,jt rsgv rhumh uktu 'lrc,h ubnn ,rsuxn vru,v

/vtucbv 'hghcrv /u,kfh 'hahkav /ovc u,jdav 'hbav /,utmnbc oav ,ghsh 'sjtv 'vaa oubtmn ovc ubrejafu
:,hkf,v 'haav /vrhjcv 'hahnjv

 (10,uct herp kg ,uct idnk vnsev - ."ca,

 (11s erp iuatr rntn ohrehgv rpx

ohkkufv ohregv hf 'tuv ,hvktv vru,k ,usuxhu ohara ova ohregv ,rhpxc hk vtrha iufbv lrsv
vakav uktu /ohnav in vru,u 'abugku rfak vjdavvu 'oav ,uthmn ovu 'vaka ov ,hektv ,sk ohhjrfvvu
in vz ,kuzu 'van ,ru,u ovrct ,ru,u jb ,ru,u ost ,ru, unf ',uhvktv ,u,sk rat ohregv kfk ,uct ov
ohphgxu ohara uktn reg kf ,j,u /uz rjt uzc ut sjt inzc ,jtn r,uh utmnha rapt ot ,uhvktv ,uru,v
vru, kkfcu 'ivhnusu hjmbu iunse u,uhv arua tuv oav ,uthmn ,j, hf 'tuvv regv in ohpg,xnu ohdr,an
tcv okugcu ;udk vzv okugc abugvu rfav ov vjdavv kkfcu 'ivhnusu vtucbvu oav ,ghsh tuv ohnav in

/apbk
hf 'lrsv vz kg ,uhvktc ,uns,nv ut ,uhvktv ,uru,k ohpbgu ohphgx ohdr,an ohkkufv ohreg wdv vktnu
ohnav in vru, ,j,u /,usjtvu 'van ,ru,k hyrp reg tuva ',unadv ,ejrv tuv oav ,uthmn reg ,j,

van ,ru,k hyrp reg tuva 'jhanv ,thc tuv abugvu rfavu vjdavv ,j,u /u,ujhkau van ,tucb ara tuv
ohrmubv od hf 'van ,ru,k hyrp ubbht reg tuv otu 'reg jhanv ,thc iht ub,gs hpku 'k"z o"cnrv ,gs hpk

ova ovc tmuhfu uktu 'u,kuz o,s ,uthmn rhhumh tka ovk hyrp reg tuvu 'van ,ru, ru,xk reg ubnn ohaug
,jtn r,uh ,hvkt vru, tmnvk rapt ot okutu /ubrnta ohregv wdc ohkkfb okf ,uhyrpv ,u,sk ohreg



/rumv rzgc tcha vnc rtc,h sug ohpkj,n ohbnzc ut sjt inzc
usxha vn tuv ',h,ntv u,jkmv kt ostv ghdh vc rat vbuntk suxhu ara ukkv ohregv wd ,uhv kg vrunvu

wd sdbf ova ',urpuau ,uburfz ,uhfkn ova ',ufrc wd vbav atr ka ;xun ,kp,c vkusdv ,xbf habt ubk
ubhsc ostv vfzh hutra vn hpf ovharau ovhphgx og ukkv ohregv ,bntvc hf ostv ck rhgvk 'ukkv ohreg

/oav hbpk

12) Rabbi J. David Bleich, In Perfect Faith, pp. 18 - 19

It appears that in compiling divergent lists of principles Maimonides, Crescas, and

Albo are not so much in disagreement with regard to substantive teachings or the need

to accept these teachings as divinely revealed truths (although there do exist

disagreements with regard to the nature and status of some of these principles), as they

are with regard to what it is that they are endeavoring to formulate. Albo is intent upon

formulating a system of axioms consisting of the sin qua non of any system of religious

belief. Every theological system must, by definition, posit the existence of a Deity. Any

such system must embody the concept of revelation; else religion can make no

demands upon man. And the concept of reward and punishment must be established in

order to provide a basis for compliance with the demands of revelation. Crescas, on the

other hand, is not concerned with the premises of religious belief in general but with

the unique claims of faith set forth by Judaism. Crescas presents the distinctive

demands, which Judaism makes upon faith and formulates the beliefs which are unique

to Judaism. Finally, Maimonides, depending upon which explanation is accepted,

either presents the particular beliefs which require bolstering and reinforcement or

enumerates the minimum content of the theological knowledge necessary for

development of the acquired intellect which, in turn, makes possible the reality of

immortality.


