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8) Rabbi Yaakov Weinberg, Fundamentals and Faith, pp. 11- 12
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Actually, Rav Chaim’s sympathy was directed towards an individual who possesses certain
erroneous beliefs or lacks certain necessary beliefs concerning God and His Torah. In turn, these
shortcomings create an inaccurate and invalid approach to the mitzvos, which ultimately results
in this individual’s inability to be an accurately practicing Jew. This is the “unfortunate
apikorus” to whom Ray Chaim referred. He may be considered an apikorus, because in
reality—although possibly not in practice—he is estranged from the Torah.

The Thirteen Principles of the Rambam represent precisely that area of “faith orientation” with
which Rav Chaim is concerned. These tenets of Judaism are absolutely necessary to properly
relate to Torah. Without them, an individual is estranged from Torah; he is an “unfortunate
apikorus.”
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12) Rabbi J. David Bleich, In Perfect Faith, pp. 18 - 19

It appears that in compiling divergent lists of principles Maimonides, Crescas, and
Albo are not so much in disagreement with regard to substantive teachings or the need
to accept these teachings as divinely revealed truths (although there do exist
disagreements with regard to the nature and status of some of these principles), as they
are with regard to what it is that they are endeavoring to formulate. Albo is intent upon
formulating a system of axioms consisting of the sin qua non of any system of religious
belief. Every theological system must, by definition, posit the existence of a Deity. Any
such system must embody the concept of revelation; else religion can make no
demands upon man. And the concept of reward and punishment must be established in
order to provide a basis for compliance with the demands of revelation. Crescas, on the
other hand, is not concerned with the premises of religious belief in general but with
the unique claims of faith set forth by Judaism. Crescas presents the distinctive
demands, which Judaism makes upon faith and formulates the beliefs which are unique
to Judaism. Finally, Maimonides, depending upon which explanation is accepted,
either presents the particular beliefs which require bolstering and reinforcement or
enumerates the minimum content of the theological knowledge necessary for
development of the acquired intellect which, in turn, makes possible the reality of
immortality.



