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8) Jeremy Kagan, The Jewish Self, pp. 63-65.

The Men of the Great Assembly witnessed this deliverance; Mordechai—one of the main figures in the story—
was a member of the Assembly. They were charged with writing the book of Esther to record the event for
history. They recognized that their principal responsibility was to communicate to the coming generations the
change that had taken place in the way the Creator expressed Himself in the world. He no longer intervened
explicitly in events. Instead, He operated quietly through the machinery of nature...The root cause which
underlies all these changes is...the abolition of the inclination in man to worship idols.”
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12) Nehama Leibowitz, Studies in Devarim, Ki Teze 7

"Amalek" against whom the Almighty declared eternal war is not any more an ethnic or racial concept but is
the archetype of the wanton aggressor who smites the weak and defenseless in every generation...All the
wonders and miracles of Egypt and Red Sea had come to publicize the omnipotence of G-D...Mankind as a
whole might have taken one great step further and acknowledged the sovereignty of the G-D of justice and
truth, but then along came Amalek and unrestrained by the dread and awe that kept all the nations of the world
in check--jumped as it were, to use the Midrashic figure, into the boiling cauldron and showed the way for the
others. What was there to fear? That a people had gone forth from the land of Egypt?...Who could prove that
they had been brought out by G-D? Had these not gone forth by their own power? Now they were wandering in
the wilderness, weary and struggling. Why should they not be spoiled and smitten. This was the way of the
world. In this manner the moment of awe at the mighty hand of G-D passed away and the atmosphere of
astonishment at His miracles evaporated. The world returned to its former rut, to its idols of gold and silver, its
faith in mortal power and brute force. The opportunity had been lost. Who had been responsible? -- Amalek.
For this reason: 2777 p'mya 1’17 nnn'm - The Lord will have war with Amalek from generation to

generation. (Exodus 17, 16)

13) Zohar v. 2, 65B

Said R. Simeon: 'Let us not think lightly of this war with Amalek. Verily, from the creation of the world until
then, and since then till the coming of the Messiah, there has been and will be no war like that, nor can even the
war of Gog and Magog be compared with it; and this not because of the mighty armies taking part in it, but
because it was launched against all the attributes of the Holy One, blessed be He." (Translation: Soncino Press)
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