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R. Huna said: On the day when the slain of Beitar were allowed burial, the benediction “Who art kind and dealest
kindly” was instituted — “Who are kind” because the bodies did not putrefy, and “dealest kindly” because they were
allowed burial. Fifty two years (of peace) did Betar enjoy after the destruction of the Temple; and why was it
destroyed? Because the inhabitants kindled lamps (to manifest their joy) over the destruction of the Sanctuary. And
why did they light them? It is said that the councilors in Jeruslaem used to sit in the center of the city and when one
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of the inhabitants of Betar went up there to pray, he would be asked by them “do you wish to become a councilor?”
When he answered “No”, the next question would be “Do you wish to become a city magistrate?” and he answered
“No”. Someone would then say to him “Inasmuch as I have heard that you posses an estate, will you sell it to me?
On his replying that he had no such intention, the Jerusalamite would write out and send a (false) deed of possession
to the steward of the man of Betar (with the message) “If so-and-so comes, do not allow him to enter the estate
because he has sold it to me” (On discovering the fraud) the man would exclaim “Would that my leg had been
broken so that I should not have gone up to that corner!” That is what is written, They hunt (zadu) our steps (Eicha
9:18). (The men of Betar said) “May the road (to Jerusalem) become desolate (zedi’a)so that nobody will walk in
these braod places! Our end is near (ib.) (They said) “May the end of this Temple (be near)! Our days are fulfilled
(ib.) (They said) “May the days of this Temple (be fulfilled)! Neither with them did it fare well, as it is written, He
that is glad at calamity shall not be unpunished (Prov. 18:3).

Rav Yochanan said: the brains of 300 children (were dashed) upon one stone, and 300 baskets of capsules of phylacteries
were found in Betar, each basket being of the capacity of 3 se’ah, so that there were a total of 300 se’ah. R. Gamliel said:
there were 500 schools in Betar, and the smallest of them had not less than 300 children. They used to say “If the enemy
comes against us, with these styluses we will go out and stab them!” When, however, (the people’s) sins did cause the
enemy to come, they enwrapped each pupil in his book and burnt him, so that I alone was left. He applied to himself the
verse Mine eye affected my soul because of all the daughters (inhabitants) of my city (Eicha 3:51).
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