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“Were we to base our ruling on humanitarian concerns, or for that
«atter, on national honor or sentiment, then surely [there would not be
1y way to meet this request]. Such a person, whose hands [are stained)
ith Jewish blood has no place in the [Jewish community). Indeed, “let
im be called ‘unclean, yea unclean’ [Lev. 13:45); let his place be distant
‘om Israel. How difficult ... it is to entitle him ‘our brother’.

“Yet from the perspective of the dry halakha I can find no barrier to
ccepting him. Behold Cain, the first murderer in human history,
iwccording to Genesis Rabbah 22) crying, ‘I have repented! I have sepa-
* ated!” Exodus Rabba 19:4 describes Job’s reference that ‘the stranger
hall not remain outdoors’ to mean that the Holy One, Blessed be He,
loes not invalidate a human being, He receives everyone, the gates
emain forever open.... Does the Talmud not relate that R. Meir
lescended from Nero ...? Did not Nebuzaradan, slaughterer of Jews,

epent and convert (B. Sanhedrin g6b)? :
“If the Court is therefore convinced of his utter remorse, of his

omplete repentance, oFTihe piriy of i mokive 13 convert, then there.

s no halakhic barrier [to his.conversion] ...”
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13. AND CAIN weNT OUT, etc. Whence did he go
out?® R. Aibusaid: It means that he threw the words behind
himand went out, like one who would deceive the Almighty?
R. Berekiah said in R. Eleazar’s name: He went forth like
one who shows the cloven hoof,? like one who deceives
his Creator. R. Hanina b. Isaac said: He went forth
rejoicing, as'you read, He goeth forth to meet thee, and when
he seeth thee, he will be &lad in his heart (Ex. v, 14). Adam
met him and asked him, ‘How did your case go?’ ‘I

repented and am reconciled,’ replied he. Thereupon Adam
began beating his face, crying, ‘So great is the power of
repentance, and I did not know!’ F orthwith he arose
and exclaimed, 4 Psalm, a song for the Sabbath day : It is
a good thing to make confession unto the Lord (Ps. xcr1, 1).2

! He rejected God's reproof, as though murder was a light matter.
Le. a hypocrite.—A swine shows his cloven hoof as though pretending

to be clean. ’

*E.V. ‘10 give thanks'.

joined himself to the Lord, speak, saying : The Lord will
surely separate me from his people (Isa. Lvi, 3). Job said:
The stranger did not lodge in the street (xxx1, 32), for God
disqualifies no Creature, but receives all. The ates are at
all times open and anyone may enter them; hence doth he
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P08 '3 " — R’ Yitzehak said:  vpx vag ni vypen b
&"372 — Whoever aggravates his fellow even through words'*?
oM} T - is required to placate him; RN — as it is
stated:™ .. p"rIaN3 Dwt R2 2 nyRD Y RatyoR g,
- My son, if you have become a guarantor for your friend, if you
have stuck out your palms for a stranger,'™ [or if] you have
become snared with the words of your mouth ... nxy npy
53§ 33 Kipk — do this now, my son, and deliver yourself: %) o
"TYITIIY ORI N2 TWIN23 DK — Since you have come into
your fellow’s hand, go abase yourself; and treat him like a
ruler. This last segment can be rendered as follows: w1 i ox
T nog 15 900 7773 ~ If there is money in your hand that belongs
to him,“" open up the palm of the hand to pay hh?:.“"” wh oKy
) woy 1379 — And if not, ie. if you do not owe hl.m money, but
you need to make amends for having aggravated him w‘1th words,
gather many friends™’ around him to ask him forgiveness on

your behalf 40
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(LonGem, 1279 Abraham J. Heschel
Head of The Jewish Theological Seminary of America

Over fifty years ago, the rabbi of Brisk, a scholar of extra-
ordinary renown, revered also for his gentleness of character,
cntered a train in Warsaw to return to his home town. The
rabbi, a man of slight stature, and of no distinction of appear-
ance, found a seat in 2 compartment. There he was surrounded
by travelling salesmen, who, as soon as the train began to
move, started to play cards, As the game progressed, the
excitement increased. The rabb; remained aloof and absorbed
in meditation. Such aloofness was annoying to the rest of the
people and one of them suggested to the rabbi to join in the
game. The rabbi answered that he never played cards. As time
passed, the rabbi’s aloofness became cven more annoying and
one of those present said to him : “Either you join us, or leave
the compartment.” Shortly thereafter, lic took the rabb; by his
collar and pushed him out of the compartment. For scvera]
hours the rabbi had to stand on his feet until he reached his
destination, the city of Brisk,

Brisk was also the destination of the salesmen. The rabbi left
the train where he was immediately surrounded by admirers
welcoming him and shaking his hands. “Who is this man?”
asked the salesman. “You don’t know him?” “The famous
rabbi of Brisk.” The salesman’s heart sank, He had not realised
who he had offended. He quickly went over 1o the rabbi to
ask forgiveness. The rabbi declined to forgive him. In his hotel
room, the salezman could find 120 peace. He went to the rabbi’s
house and was admitted to the rabbi’s study. “Rabbi,” he said,
“Tam not a rich man, I have, however, savings of three hun-
dred rubles. T will wien o . - -

The extent of the obligation of appeasement:
RI9037 K0) — Rav Chisdasaid: %y niaw W tompY
D 3 9w — It is necessary to placate him with three lines
of three people, ! MY — as it is stated:!¥ DwIR-by T,
¥ %5 s e mon "0 ~ He goes around to people
and says, “I sinned; I made crooked that which was straight;
and it did not benefit me, "

The upper limit of the obligation:
N7 73 91 37 () — R’ Yose bar Chanina said: wpana by
17730 i — Whoever beseeches forgiveness' from his friend
omayR Whwn nt upn Wp3! 9% — should not beseech him more
than three times; TR — as it is stated: ... Ky xp 2,
'K} R nnyy— O please, please forgive the spiteful deed of you
brothers . .. and now please forgive. s ny or) — And if [the

victim] died 137 by ryoym i wp oy me - lthe
offender] brings ten people and has them stand by his grave,
WiK) — and he says: 1a 'nGamy 7pb1 S wox o nxpn —
“Ihave sinned against Hashem, the God of Israel, and against
80-and-s0, whom I wounded.’"

The salesman’s anxiety was unbearable, ‘He went to the
Synagogue to seek solace. When he shared his anxicty with
some people in the synagogue, they were deeply surprised.
How could their rabbi, so gentle a person, be so unforgiving,
Their advice was for him to speak to the rabbi’s eldest son and
to tell him of the surprising attitude taken by his father.

When the rabbi’s son heard the story, he could not under-
stand his father’s obstinancy. Seeing the anxiety of the man,
he promised to discuss the matter with his father.

It is not proper, according to Jewish Law, for a son to
criticise his father directly. So the son entered his father’s study
and began a general discussion of Jewish law and tumed to the
laws of forgiveness. When the principle was mentioned that a
person who asks for forgiveness three timnes, should be granted
forgivencss, the son mentioned the name of the man who was
in great anxicty. Thercupon the rabbi of Brisk answered:

I cannot forgive him. He did not know who I was. He
offended a common man. Let the salesman go to him and ask
for forgiveness.

No one can forgive crimes committcd/b{other people. It is
therefore preposterous to assume that anybody alive can
extend forgiveness for the suffering of any one of the six
million people who perished.

According to Jewish tradition, even God Himself can only
forgive sins committed against Himsclf, not against man.



Martin Niemoller

German religious leader and former U-boat commander
who opposed the Nazis

f! IGC’

First of all let me not only thank you for the confidence you
have shown me by sending me a copy of your work, but
allow me to tell you that I have read the book with the
deepest sympathy and shall read it again when I have time.

As for your own_basic problem, I fully understand that in
the last resort you had to leave it unsolved. I was reminded at
first of one of Bismarck's sayings (I don’t know where I read
it). When an opponent asked him for pardon and forgiveness
he is said to have replied: “I cannot forget what you did, but I
can forgive you for it.” Bismarck’s attitude is better than
yours, then and now. A wrong inflicted on us personally we
can forgive, but the evil inflicted on our fellow creatures and
especially on those who are near to us we can as a matter of

principle never “forgive”, because one can only forgive as
proxy for the person who suffered the wrong,

As a Christian, such as I am or am trying to be, I can only
say, and must only say, to a fellow Christian who had exposed
to me his tortured conscience: “The wrong you have done
me and for which you are now sorry, I forgive you, justas I
myself can only be freed through the forgiveness that I
receive. But for what you have done to other people, to
people who are near to me, whose sufferings affect me too,
only those to whom you have done wrong can forgive—or
maybe a person authorised to do 50, and [ am not so author-
ised.”

As for my feelings about the book in geveral, I can only
cxpress them by wishing thousands of readers for The Sun-
Sflower, for it will induce deep and honourable thoughts.

’)‘IC‘ J\},\ J“’Qﬁ

R. Polak, ¢ 117

Surely, one may ask, while there is nobility on the part of the court in
accepting the turmabout of Nebuzaradan, does it have no obligations
Wwith respect to the crimes of which he was guilty? Or do we say, with the
Talmud in B. Yebamoth 22a, that a convert is as a newly-born child i.e. he
has no past, and therefore is not to be tried for crimes in his former life?

It is true that R. Steinberg was only asked whether the former-Nazi
could be converted, but our issue runs deeper—what, we must ask, are
the Nazi’s responsibilities, and those of the court, to his past?

- The Talmud (B. Sanhedrin 71a) replies: “A Noahide ... who slew an
Israelite ... [and then converted] ... is [capitally] punished.” This piece of
legislation together with the apparently contradictory tradition of
converts being newly-born and therefore bereft of their past, is the
subject matter of a responsum published in 1699 by R. Ya'ir Bachrach 9, A
convert from Amsterdam asks whether he is required to return to its
owners what he stole while still a gentile. R. Bachrach replies with the
resolution of Tosafoth *°: a convert is forgiven those trespasses of his past
that are between himself and his Maker, but this is not true for trespasses_
between himself and society. He is therefore required to return the
goods. : -

R. Bachrach’s analysis goes beyond Tosafoth. “When we say,” he
writes “that ‘a proselyte who converts is like a newbomn child’, [then this
is true] because with his very taking on of the yoke of the command-
ments [he is engaging in an act of such profound contrition] that he is
forgiven all the abominations of the L-rd which he wrought [for we
speak of a gentile who negated the Creator of the world] **. [Thus his
conversion is analogous] to the repentance of a Jew, and his sins are
considered as if he had committed them while g Jew 2. Consequently his
conversion is of no use to him with respect to any capital offense ...”

Nebuzaradan might thus have repented, but his_past would
accompany him on his journey to Judaism, and he would be required to
Stand trial for is genc ot

senocidal crimes immediately, so to speak, upon his
emergence from the proselyte’s ritual bath. Thus, R, Steinberg’s respon-
sum, in leaving us with the impression that all is well with the former-
———6, 27 o0 SOREEson that all is well with the former-

Nazi who could now convert, is surely misleading .
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7. Good and upright is the Lord, because He doth instruct sinners in the
way (Ps. 25:8). When Wisdom is asked, “The sinner—what is to be his
punishment?” Wisdom answers: Evil which pursueth sinners (Prov. 13:21).
When Prophecy is asked, “The sinner—what is to be his punishment?”
Prophecy replies:. The soul that sinneth, it shall die (Ezek. 18:4). When
Torah is asked, “The sinner—what is to be his punishment?” Torah replies:
Let him bring a guilt offering in expiation and his sin shall be forgiven
him.!> When the Holy One is asked, “The sinner—what is to be his punish-
ment?” the Holy One replies: In penitence let him mend his ways, and his sin
shalt be forgiven him. Hence it is written, [A¢ one and the same time] kind
and strict in judgment is the Lord (Ps. 25:8). R. Phinchas commented: How
can He who is strict in judgment be called kind? And how can He who is
kind be called strict in judgment? Because He doth instruct sinners in the
way (ibid.)—that is, He teaches sinners the way to act in penitence. There-
fore Hosea, admonishing Israel, said to them: Return, O Israel (Hos. 14:2).
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The Gemara lists several types of transgressions and the
process required for the atonement of each one:
A3 MY 13 YK 27 N W 13 Kok 137 YRy — R’ Masya ben
Charash asked R’ Elazar ben Azaryah in Rome:™ nyny
W SRYYh 17 ming 3 b ypx — “Have you heard the
four divisions of atonement"® that R’ Yishmael expounds?”
g — [R’ Elazar] answered him: 13 my'y — “They are only
three, 78 7N 53 oy pwny —- and repentance is required
with each one.”!!7

R’ Elazar ben Azaryah proceeded to report R’ Yishmael’s
teaching:t®
3¢ "y bY 12y - If ONE TRANSGRESSED A POSITIVE COMMAND.
MENT AND REPENTED, 15 phiey 7y oyha 1 ivN — HE DOES
NOT MOVE FROM THERE UNTIL HE IS FORGIVEN, i.e. the sin is
forgiven immediately;1! MY - ASITIS STATED: w3 v,
"D — RETURN, O WAYWARD CHILDREN, 20! mMpyn x5 by "y
MWD py) - If ONE TRANSGRESSED A NEGATIVE COMMANDMENT
AND REPENTED, 1837 D™)833 ot n\n mwn - THE REPEN.
TANCE SUSPENDS punishment AND YOM KIPPUR ATONES for the
Sin NN - ASITISSTATED:  Y2m ... nyby <w3 i ongoy,,
"BMNKRYI. -~ FOR ON THIS DAY, ie. Yom Kippur, HE smALL
ATONEFORYOU... FROMALLYOURSINS.™  ninmy ninmp by nay
NN MY 17 N3 - If HE COMMITTED SINS THAT ARE PUNISH.
ABLE BY EARES OR SINS THAT ARE PUNISHABLE BY JUDICIAL
EXECUTION, ~ 127p Piem poin oiepn om npwn - REPEN-
TANCE AND YOM KIPPUR SUSPEND,"®! AND SUFFERING PURGES the
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CHAPTER V

The tenth [class], Binally, is that of the “penitent™ who carries
out the terms of repentance. Now these terms are four in number,
to wit: (2) the renunciation of sin, (b) remorse, (c) the quest of

forgiveness, and (d) the assumptis ligation not to re.
se iato sin. All four of these conditions are mentioned In one
pﬁoc o the E&lc; pamely, in the statemnent: Return, O Iirael,
unto the Lord thy God; for thou hast stumbled in thine iniguity,
Take with you words, and return unto the Lord; say unto Aim:
“Forgive all iniguity, and acceps that which is good; so will we
render for bullocks the offering of our lips. Asshur shail not save
us; we will not ride upon horses; neither will we call any more
the work of oar hands our gods” *® (Hos. 14:2-5).

The exhortation return signifies [of course]: “Turn back from
the course that thou art at preseat pursuing,” which is <178>
the category of the renunciation of sin. The statement again of
For thou hast stumbled in thine iniquity implies remorse. It says,
in effect: “These sins constituted stumbling-blocks and evil"
Furthermore the exhortation: Take with you words implies the
quest of forgiveness.

To the four conditions of repentance listed previously should
be added the following further aids; namely, more extensive
prayer, increased charity, and the endeavor to restore [other]
men to the path of virrue. In regard to prayer and the dispensing

of charity, Scripture says: By mercy and truth imigusty is expiated, é

and by the fear of the Lord men depart from eoil 3 (Prov. 16:6).
Apropos of the endeavor to make men return to the path of virrue
again, it says: Then will I teach sransgressors Thy ways, ete®®
; .
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CHAPTER IV
The essential constituents of Repentance are four:
(1) That the penitent should regret the iniquities already committed ;
(2) That he should renounce and gbandon them;
(3) That he should confess them and beseech forgiveness for having

committed them;

(4) That he should firmly pled

repeat them.
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3. Anyone who makes a verbal confession without resolving in his heart to

abandon his sin is like one who takes a ritual bath while grasping a defiling rep-

tile. The bath is useless unless he first casts the reptile away. — —
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In
truth, how 1s it possible to make straight that
which is crooked? The sinful act is apparently
irrevocable. If a man commits mirrder or adul-
tery, how can he undo what he has done? Can
he blot out of existence ‘the wrong which he has
committed? But the attribute.of mercy makes
possible the reverse of the three effects just
mentioned.

In the first place, the sinner is given respite,
s0 that he is not forthwith destroyed. Secondly,
the punishment itself is not mefed out in full.
And, thirdly, as an act of absolute mercy, sinners
are granted the power of repentance by which
the eradication of their evil desires is rendered
possible. Once the desire is eradicated, it is as
though the deed itself were obliterated. Insofar
as the repentant sinner acknowledges and con-
fesses his sin; insofar as he realizes his wicked-
ness and is stricken with remorse; insofar as he
wholly wishes the deed had never been done
and shuns it ever after, the very inclination to
commit the deed is uprooted from hig soul. This
uprooting of evil desire constitutes expiation.
Thus we read in Scripture, “Thine iniquity is
taken away, and thy sin expiated” (Isa. 6.7).
It is as though the iniquity had actually been
removed and blotted out of existence, since the
sinner suffers grief and remorse for his evil
deeds.

Musaf Service for Rosh Hoshanah

Now, let our Kedushah ascend
To thee, our Geul, who nrt King,
Congregation:
Let us tell how utterly holy this day is and how awe-inspiring,
It is the day when thy dominion shall be exultem], thy throne shall
be established on mercy, rnd thou shalt occupy it in truth. 1rue
it is that thou art judge nnd arbiter, discerner nid Wilness, inserih-
ing and recording all forgotten things. Thou openest the hook of
records and it reads itself; every man's simature is contuined in it,

The great shofar issounded; Rentle whisper is heard ; the angels,
quaking with feur, declare: *“I'he day of judgment is here to Lring
the hosts of henven to justice!” Indeed, even they are not, ruiltlrce
in thy sight. All mankind passes hefore thee like o flock of sheep,
As n shepherd sceks out his flock, making his ; Leep pass under his
rod, 8o dost thou make all the living souls puss hefore thee; thoy
dost count and number thy creatures, fixing their lifetime and
inscribing their destiny.

Reader:

On Rosh 1lashansh their destiny is inseribed, and on Yom
Kippur it ix senled, how many shadt pastaway nnd how many ; bl
be brought into cxistence; who shali live and ho shall die; whe
shall come to a timely end, and who to ag untimely end; who shall
perish by fire and who by water; who hy sword and who by beast;
who by hunger und who by thimt; who by enrthquake and w ho by
plague; who by strangling and who by stoning; who shall he at
ease and who shall wander about; who shall Le at peace und who

,‘r'p},m.ll be molested; who shall have comfort and who shall he tor-
o.%n‘;utcd; who shall become poor ind whe shalt hecome rich; who
‘Shall be lowered and who shall’ be raised,

But repentance, prayer and charity cance! the stern decres,
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