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2. Stern, Abraham

Polish inventor and educator; born at Hrubieszow, government of Lublin, 1769; died at Warsaw Feb.
3, 1842. He was the son of poor parents, and showed, while still very young, marked fondness for the
study of Hebrew books, which inspired him with a love for philosophy and mathematics. Minister
Stasitz, the owner of Hrubieszow, discovered the natural aptitude of young Stern and encouraged him
to devote himself to the study of mathematics, Latin, and German, later sending him to Warsaw to
continue his studies.

The first result of Stern's inventive genius was a computing-machine, which he perfected in
1817, and which included a device for calculating the square roots of numbers. This invention
attracted wide attention, and led to his being elected (1817) a member of the Warsaw Society of
the Friends of Science. In 1816, and again in 1818, he was presented to Emperor Alexander I,
who received him cordially and granted him an annual pension of 350 rubles, promising, in case

of his death, to pay half of this sum to his widow.




Stern always remained an Orthodox Jew; he wore a skull-cap in the presence of his eminent friends,

and when staying in the castle of Adam Czartoriski a Jewish cook prepared his meals.
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5. “Can | Have a Ride?” Carpooling & Middas Sodom by Rabbi Daniel Stein, YUTorah.org
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