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Compare & contrast the characters of Vashti & Esther:
Compare & contrast the characters of Vashti & Zeresh (below)
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What role does Zeresh serve in the story?
How is this expressed through the repetitive verb .7.9.1?
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Why does the author create a parallel between the above personalities?
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What are Memuchan’s motivations for his suggestion?
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How did Charvona know about the tree? Who is his “partner in crime” or perhaps, literary foil? Is
Charvona a neutral / positive character? What part does he play in the plot?
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Why does the midrash conserve the personality of HaTach as Daniel? Why is HaTach such a
pivotal character? (See his name) What changes occur between Esther and Mordechai in this
unit? How is the metamorphosis highlighted through HaTach’s role? Who is Esther similar to at
the onset of this unit? How does HaTach epitomize the role of the secondary character?
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